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PREFACE. 


jS^^^^T  may  not  be  improper  to 
^  I   ^  inforrn  the  reader,  that  the 

^,^)^  fables  contained  in  this 
Litatife,  though  but  little  known 
in  our  part  of  the  world,  are  in  ma- 
ny of  the  eaftern  nations,  at  this 
time,  univerfally  read,  and  efleemed 
an  ineftimable  treafure  of  knowledge 
and  inftru6lion;  and,  that  the  author 
is  fo  highly  admired  there,  that  Pil- 
pay  (for  fo  he  was  called)  is,  with 
them,  a  name  as  much  honoured  as 
'that  of  ^fop  in  many  other  nations* 

This  Pilpay  was  an  Indian  philofo- 
pher,  a  man  of  high  rank  in  that  na- 
tion, and  of  great  renown  for  his  wif- 
dom  throughout  all  the  eaft  j  he  was 
of  that  fe6l  which  the  natives  of  thofe 
places  call  Bramins,  a  name,  like  that 
A  a  of 
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of  the  Magi  or  Druids  of  fome  other 
nations,  expreffing,  that  thofe  who 
are  honoured  with  it  are  perfons  of 
extraordinary  learning  and  wifdom. 

This  renowned  philofopher  compo- 
fed  this  little  work  while  he  governed 
a  part  of  Indoflan ,  under  the  fovereign- 
ty  of  the  moft  potent  monarch  Dab- 
fchelim.  Pilpay  has  difplayed  all  his 
wifdom  in  this  little  piece ;  and,accord- 
ing  to  the  cuftom  of  the  eaftern  peo- 
ple, who  never  teach  but  in  parables, 
he  here  lays  before  all  kings  and  prin- 
ces the  beft  and  wifeft  methods  of  go- 
verning their  fubjedls,  couched  under 
the  difguifeof  hiftories  of  things  which 
happened  among  birds  and  beafts,  as 
well  as  thofe  of  his  own  fpecies. 

Dabfchehm  for  along  time  kept  this 
work  as  a  great  fecret,  and  left  it  as  a 
moft  facred  treafui  e  to  his  fucceflors, 
among  whom  it  remained,  unknown 
to  all  the  world  befide,  till  the  reign 
of  Noufchirvan  king  of  Pcrfia. 

This  prince,  who  was  a  man  of  j 
great  wifdom  and  curiofity,  having  \ 
heard  much  talk  of  the  book,  fent  hrs..j 

prin- 
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principal  phyfician,  a  man  in  whofe 
fidelity  and  addi'efs  he  could  confide, 
to  the  Indies,  on  purpofe  to  procure 
a  copy  of  it.  The  phyfician  difcharged 
himfelf  of  his  trull,  to  the  great  fa- 
tisfaclion  of  his  mafter,  brought  him 
the  book  into  Perfia,  and,  being  a 
perfon  who  perfe6lly  underflood  the 
Indian  language,  tranflated  the  fables, 
into  the  ancient  Perfian  tongue ;  and 
this  was  the  firft  public  edition  of  this 
moft  excellent  work. 

Many  ages  after  this,  the  Arabi- 
ans, after  they  had  conquered  the  fi- 
neft  provinces  of  the  eaft,  and  begun  i 
to  polifh  the  rudenefs  of  their  man- 
ners with  the  ornaments  of  learning, 
not  only  endeavoured  to  render  their 
language  copious  and  delightful,  but 
invited  into  their  country  the  moft 
wife  and  learned  perfons  of  all  the  na- 
tions of  the  world  ;  to  whom  they 
gave  great  rewards  for  tranflating  the 
moft  remarkable  books  of  every  coun-  ^ 
try.  And,  at  this  time,  Aboul  Haf- 
fan  Abdalla  Alman^or  tranflated  thefe 
A3  fables. 
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continued  this  manner  of  exprefllng^ 
their  fenfe,  and  unfolding  their  doc- 
trines, that  the  efteem,  they  had  it  in, 
cannot  be  concealed  from  thofe  who 
have  perufed  their  writings.  In  the 
Talmud,  Berefchit,  Rabba,  Zohar, 
&c.  they  make  the  waters,  mountains, 
trees,  and  letters,  themfelves  to  fpeak. 

The  reft  of  the  orientals  have  in  this 
alfo  followed  the  example  of  the  He- 
brews j  the  Indians  had  our  author; 
and  the  parables  of  Sandhaberarc  ftill 
extant  in  the  Hebrew.  The  Egyptians 
and  Nubians  have  their  Lochman,  the 
moft  ancient  ofall  the  reft,  fmceMirk- 
hondin  his  firft  volume  makes  him  co-, 
temporary  with  David.  And  the  Araw 
bians  alfo  have  a  large  book  of  fables, 
which  is  in  great  reputation  among 
them  i  and  theauthor  of  which  is  high- 
ly applauded  by  their  falfe  prophet. 

The  efteem  for  this  manner  of  wri- 
ting became  afterwards  fo  great  in  the 
world,  that  the  Greeks  became  imita- 
tors of  the  Eaftern  nations  in  it.  And 
this  cannot  be  doubted  by  any.fnice  the 
Greeks  themfelves  acknowledge  that 

they 
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they  derived  this  fort  of  learning  from 
iEfop,  who  was  ^n  oriental.  Among 
the  modem  writers,  the  excellent  Mr. 
Addifon  obferves,  *  That  fables  were 

*  the  firft  pieces  of  wit  that  made 

*  their  appearance  in  the  world,   and 

*  have  been  ftill  highly  valued,  noton-- 

*  ly  in  times  of  the  greateft  fimpli- 

*  city,  but  among  the  moft  polite  ages 

*  of  mankind/     And  in  other  places, 

*  That  allegories,  when  well  chofen, 

*  are  like  fo  many  tracks  of  light  in  a 

*  difcourfe  that  make  every  thing  about 

*  them  clear  and  beautiful.*  And  even 
Ipeaks  with  honour  of  that  kind  of 
writing,  wherein  the  poet  quite  lofes- 
fight  of  nature,andentertainshisread- 
ers  imagination  with  chara6leis  and 
a6lions  of  fuch  perfons  as  have  no  ex— 
iftence  but  what  the  author  beftovvs^ 
«pon  them.  Let  this  juflify  our  ex- 
cellent author  in  his  fable  of  the  an- 
^ei,  ruler  or  the  fea,  and  whatever 
other  are  his  bolder  paifages. 

That  fable  in  general  has  been  the 

moft  ancient  of  all  ways  of  inftruc- 

ting  is  unqueflionable;  and  it  has  al- 

A  5  ways 
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ways  been  fo  well  received,  that,  to 
condemn  it,  is  declaring  againfl:  the 
common  fenfe  of  mankind.  Yomig 
people,as  another  very  excellent  author 
obferves,  are  exceeding  fondof  fables ; 
and  it  is  good  to  take  advantage  of 
that  fondnefs  for  honed  purpofes. 

And  the  fables  of  this  author  have 
this  particular  advantage,that  through 
the  whole  book  one  is  made  the  in- 
trodu6lion  to  another,  in  fuch  man- 
ner, that  it  is  not  eafy,  when  once 
entered  on  reading  it,  to  leave  off  be- 
fore the  end  of  a  chapter. 

This  has  been  by  fomeobje6led  to  as 
afault  in  the  work ;  but  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  it  is  one  of  its  greateft 
beauties.  This  manner  of  makingone 
flory  introduce  another  has  ever  been 
admired  as  one  of  the  greateft  beauties 
of  Ovid's  Metamorphofis,  and  is  plain- 
ly here  of  greater  life,  as  in  the  works 
of  this  kind,  of  other  authors,  when  a 
perfon  has  read  one  fable,  which  is  a 
detached  piece  and  has  no  dependence 
on  the  reft,  he  has  done,  and  his  mind 
is  fatisfiedi    whereas,  here,  when  a 

young 
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young  perfon  has  read  one  fable,  the 
author  has  (o  contrived  if,  that  his 
Guriofity  is  excited  to  go  through  an- 
other, and  fo  on  to  the  end  of  that 
chapter;  in  which  alfo,  by  the  excel* 

'  lent  contrivance  of  the  author,  the 
fame  fet  of  morals  are  inculcated  in 
a  variety  of  beautiful  relations. 

But  we  fhall  now  leave  the  reader 
to  make  his  own  reflections,  obferving 
only  this  in  general,  that  one  of  the 
reafons  which  obliged  theeaftem  peo^ 
pie  to  make  ufe  of  fables  in  their  in- 
ftructions  and  admonitions  was,  that, 
the  eaftern  monarchies  being  for  the 
mofi:  part  abfolute,  their fubjecls  were 
always  reftrained  from  freedom  of 
fpeech.  The  refult  of  which  was,  that, 
being  an  ingenious  people,  they  found 

'  out  this  way,  whereby  thev  might  be 
able;  without  expofing  their  lives  to 
imminent  danger,to  inform  and  advife 
their  princes  of  what  mod  nearly  con- 
cerned the  welfare  both  of  themfelves 
and  their  fubjects,  and  inllrucl  them, 
without  giving  offence,  in  the  paths 
of  virtue,  honour,  and  true  glory. 

GENERAL 
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INTRODUCTION. 

?*'^^^OWARDS  the  eaftern  confines 
''^  X  ^^  o^"  China  there  once  reigned  a 
w  "^ar^  monarch,  whofe  renown,  as 
3lLaC  jAjfk  ^gjj  fQj.  arms  as  wifdom  and 
virtue,  fpread  far  and  n6ar, 
through  all  the  countries  of  the  eaft,  and 
made  him  the  admiration  of  all  that  part 
of  the  world.  The  greateft  princes  of  the 
eaft  were  fubjeft  to  his  dominion,  and  ad- 
mirers of  his  virtues.  He  was  attended  like 
Cohadan,  and  lodged  like  Poafhti*;  potent 
as  Alexander,  and  armed  like  Darius.  His 
council  was  compofed  of  perfons  of  inte- 

*  Cohadan  and  Poalhti  were  two  eaftern  princet; 
famous  for  th^ir  conquefts  and  magnificence  through 
all  that  part  of  the  world. 

B  grity 
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grity  and  learning;  his  riches  were  im- 
menfe,  his  arms  nurr«erous,  and  himfeif 
both  valiant  tind  juft.  Rebels  felt  his  an- 
ger, and  his  foldiers  imitated  his  valour; 
his  juftice  humbled  the  pride  of  tyrants, 
while  his  goodnefs  fuccoured  the  miferable. 
In  a  word,  under  the  empire  of  Humayon- 
Fal,  (for  fo  this  virtuous  prince  was  cal- 
led,) the  people  were  happy,  becaufc  eve- 
ry where,  throughout  his  vaft  dominions, 
the  moft  ftrift  fearch  was  made  after  the 
wicked,  and  care  was  taken  to  punifti  them 
as  enemies  to  the  public  tranquillity. 

Jv.ftice  ought  to  be  the  rule  of  every 
prince's  a£iions,  who  defires  his  kingdom  and 
his  throne  fljould  be  ejiablij}jed  likri  the  refi^ 
dence  cf  the  Supreme -y  and  what  en:  er  monarch 
emits  to  adminijier  ptmijhments  to  vice,  and 
rewards  to  virtuey  let  him  be  njfured  hif 
dominions  will  not  be  longjecure  from  ruin. 

Good  kings  generally  make  good  fer- 
yants;  and  fo  it  happened  to  this  excellent 
monai»c:li;  for,  he  had  a  vizir,  or  prime 
minifter,  who  loved  the  people  like  a 
real  father ;  he  was  merciful  and  compaf- 
fionate  j  and  his  counfels,  like  tapers, 
gave  light  inco  the  mod  hidden  ftcrets. 
His  name  wis  Gnogcdchrai,  that  is  to 
fay,  lucccfsfiil  counlel,  and  veiy  pro- 
perly was  he  fo  called,  fince  by  his  un- 
dcrftanding  iic  had  rendered  the  king- 
dom 
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dom  happy.  The  king  never  undertook 
any  entcrprize  without  firftconfulting  him. 
He  did  every  thing  by  his  advice  j  for,  he 
found  that  without  it  nothing  profpered. 

It  happened  that  once,  as  the  monarch 
attended  by  this  vizir  had  been  hunting, 
after  the  plea  Pure  and  fport  of  their  exercifc 
were  over,  the  king  was  for  returnifig  to 
his  palace :  but  the  heat  of  the  fun  was  ib 
violently  fcorching,  that  he  told  the  vizir, 
he  was  not  able  to  endure  it:  to  which  the 
vizir  anfwered,  that,  if  it  were  his  majefty's 
pleafure,  he  might  go  to  the  foot  of  a  cer- 
tain neighbouring  mountain  v/here  he  would 
be  fure  of  cool  Ihade  and  the  refrefhing 
breezes  of  the  wind  j  and  there  they  might 
pleafantly  fpend  the  heat  of  the  day.  The 
king  followed  his  advice,  and  in  a  littl« 
time  they  got  to  the  place,  where  the  cool- 
nefs,  caufed  by  the  fhade  of  feveral  trees 
that  nature  feemed  to  have  taken  delight 
to  plant  by  the  fide  of  a  number  of  winding 
brooks  and  fountains,  made  them  forget 
the  heat  which  they  had  endured  upon  the 
open  road.  The  king,  finding  the  covert 
very* delightful,  fat  down  upon  the  grafs, 
and,  falling  into  a  contemplation  of  the 
■works  of  the  great  Creator  of  all  things, 
adrpired  the  inimitable  painting  of  the 
flowers,  and  other  produftioris  of  nature, 
that  offered  themfelves  to  his  fight. 

B2  As 
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As  he  was,  with  this  mofl  laudable  view, 
looking  about  him,  he  fpied  at  Tome  little 
diftance  the  trunk  of  a  tree,  which  the 
rottennefs  of  the  wood  declared  to  be  de- 
cayed, and  very  old,  in  which  there  was  a 
fwarm  of  bees  that  were  making  honey  : 
ujpon  this,  having  never  feen  an  object  of 
this  kind  before,  he  could  not  avoid  aflving 
the  vizir,  what  thofe  little  creatures  were  ? 
Molt  fovercign  monarch,  replied  that  mi- 
nifter,  thofe  lirrle  creatures  are  very  benefi- 
cial, and  of  a  ciioufand  ufes  in  fociety;  and 
are  in  the higlicft  degree rcmarkablefor  the 
order  of  their  government.  They  have  a 
king  among  them,  who  is  bigger  than  the 
reft,  and  wiiom  th^y  all  obey  j  he  refides 
in  a  little  fquare  apartment,  and  has  his  vi- 
zirs, his  porters,  his  fcrjeants,and  his  guards  j 
the  induitry  of  thefe,  and  all  his  other  of- 
ficers and  people  in  general,  is  fuch,  that 
they  Game  every  one  for  themfelves  a  little 
fix-cornered  chariiberof  wax,  the  angles  of 
•wjii'  h  difFet notatall in Ihapeordimenfions, 
bur  art  ib  cxaclly  aiadt  to  anlwcr  one  ano- 
ther, that  '^he  uiuft  expert  geometrician 
could  not  ran  r^t  thrm  with  more  regularity. 
Tiuk  iiitie  chii'ibcra  imiflicd,  the  vizir 
tsikci  o;  them  an  oath  o-  fidelity  that  they 
arc  ixvci  to  defile  themfelves :  accord- 
ing X)  wh-'  h  promi'e,  thty  never  ii^^ht 
but  upon  the  branches  of  rofebufues  or 
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odoriferous  flowers,  fo  that  their  food 
•which  is  aerial,  and  of  the  quinteflence  of 
flc  vf!rs,  is  digefted  in  a  little  lirne,  and 
chi.nged  into  a  fubfbance  of  a  fNC-^t  and 
pleafing  tafte.  When  they  return  honnie, 
the  porters  fa;ell  to  them,  and  if  they  have 
no  ill  Icenr  about  them  they  are  permitted 
to  ente.-;  but  if  they  have  any  ungrareful 
fimell  licy  kill  them :  or  if  they  negligent- 
ly R'iler  any  one  that  has  an  ill  Jcent  to 
enter,  and  the  kln^  happens  to  fmcU  it,  he 
fends  for  the  porters  and  puts  them  and  the 
oirender  to  death  at  the  fame  time,  if  any 
llrange  fly  endeavours  to  enter  this  com- 
munity, the  porters  oppofe  him,  and  if  he 
feeks  to  come  in  by  violence  he  is  put  to 
death.  Flifrorians  alfo  report  to  us,  great 
emperor !  that  Poafhti  learned  to  build 
his  palace,  to  have  vizirs,  porters,  guards, 
and  officers,  from  thefe  little  creatures. 

When  the  king  had  heard  the  vizir  thus 
difcourfe,  he  went  near  the  tree,  flood  fliil 
to  behold  the  little  animals  at  work,  and, 
after  he  had  v/ell  ccnfidered  them,  decla- 
red aloud  his  admiration  to  fee  a  fociety  of 
infects  fo  v/cll  governed.  His  vizir,  be- 
holding him  wrapt  up  in  aflonifnment,  ad- 
dreffed  himfeif  to  him  in  this  manner:  Sir, 
fiiid  he,  all  this  good  order  depends  only 
upon  the  good  ccunfel  and  prudent  con- 
duct of  wife  and  able  minlfters,  well  afFeft- 
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cd  to  their  prince  and  lovers  of  the  public 
peace;  thefe  are  the  perfons  that  always^ 
preferve  an  empire  in  a  fiourifhing  condi- 
tion; andj  whenever  thefe  things  are  men- 
tioned, we  ought  to  remember  the  ftrongeft 
inftance  of  this  maxim  ever  known,  v/hich 
was  in  the  condu-fl  of  the  great  Dabfche- 
lim,  who  wholly  intruded  the  government 
of  his  kingdoms  to  the  good  counfels  of 
that  miracle  of  wifdom,the  bramin  Piipay ; 
infomuch  that,  by  the  guidance  of  that 
minifler,  he  reigned  in  peace,  and  the 
greateft  profperity  and  earthly  happinefs, 
while  he  lived,  and,  dying,  left  to  his  pof- 
terity  a  name,  for  ever  to  be  remembered 
with  efteem  and  honour. 

When  the  king  heard  him  pronounce  the 
names  of  Dabfchelim  and  Piipay,  he  felt  in 
himfelf  the  motions  of  a  more  than  ordina* 
ry  joy.  I  have,  f:dd  he  to  the  vizir,  for  a 
long  time  mod  earneftly  defired  to  hear  the 
llory  of  that  bramin 's  government,  but 
never  yet  could  meet  with  an  opportunity 
to  fatisfy  myfelf,  nor  ever  imagined  that 
you  knew  their  hiftory.  I  am  now  more 
happy  than  I  could  expcfb,  and  defire  you 
will  immediately  relate  to  me  the  ftory,  that 
my  kingdom  may  be  eftabliflied  in  happi- 
nefsby  the  maxims  of  that  venerable  philo- 
fopher.  On  this  command  of  the  monarch 
the  vizir  thus  entered  on  the  hiftory. 
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CHAP.       I. 

Fortune  favours  the  Bold. 

The  Ji cry  */.  Dabschelim  and  Pilpay, 

J^v^vb^N  the  banks  of  the  Indus,  towards 
5^C^  ^v  the  fea-coaiT:,  and  over  a  vaft  ex- 
3  w  O  Q^  tent  of  country  thereabouts,  there 
>^w^'^ V  rei2;ned  a  prince,  whofe  minifters 
J*:;55^|  (perfonsof  juflice,  wifdom,  and. 
underdanding)  by  their  counfels  rendered  the 
fubje»5ts  happy,  and  always  fuccefsfully  brought 
to  pafs  the  juft  defigns  of  the  fovereign.  This 
excellent  prince  was  an  enemy  of  opprcfllon ; 
nor  could  the  wicked  ever  gain  their  ends  in  his 
dominions.  He  was  called  Dabfchelim;  (a  name 
moft  proper  for  fuch  a  prince,  as  rig;nifying,  in  their 
language,  a  great  king).  His  puifTance  was  fuch, 
that  he  undertook  none  but  extraordinary  enter- 
prizes,  and  thofe  always  juft,  and  on  honeft  and 
honourable  grounds  j  to  relieve  the  diftrt-fled 
or  punifti  the  proud  oppreflbr  were  the  only 
occafior.s  of  his  entering  on  war.  His  army  was 
^•ompofed  of  ten  Aoufand  elephants  5  valiant  and 
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experienced  foWier^eTha^Kout  him  in  greaJ 
numbers,  and  his  treafures  were  kept  full  tofup- 
port  them.  This  rendered  him  formidable  to  nis 
enemies,  and  procured  the  repofe  of  his  people, 
of  whom  he  took  a  particular  care ;  hearing  their 
complaints  and  differences, com pofing  their  quar- 
rels, and  making  himfelf  the  arbitrator  of  their 
difputes,  v/ithout  any  refpecl  to  his  greatnefs  or 
fuperior  rank.  He  never  forfook  the  interefts  of 
his  people,  but  referred  their  affairs,  when  of  too 
long  and  intricate  a  nature  to  come  under  his  own 
cognizance,  to  the  debates  and  decifions  of  men 
cf  juftice  and  equity.  When  he  had  taken  thia 
good  order  for  the  government  of  his  dominions, 
he  lived  in  tranquillity,  and  fpent  his  days  with 
happinefs  and  content.  It  happened  that  this 
wife  and  glorious  monarch,  one  day,  when  he 
had  been  for  a  long  time  entertained  with  divers 
difcourfes  upon  the  feveral  fciences,  and  the  ufc 
they  and  the  principles  of  equity  and  honour 
muff  beofinthe  well  governing  apeople,  laid  him- 
felf down  upon  his  bed  to  give  fome  relaxation 
to  his  mind;  which  he  had  no  fooner  done,  but 
he  faw  in  a  dream  a  figure  full  of  light  and  ma- 
jclly,  which  approaching  toward  him  with  a  look 
of  benevolence,  and  the  highcft  favour,  fpoke  in 
the  follou'ing  manner  :  Ton  have  done  this  day  as 
a  good  prince  ought  to  do.,  and  you  Jhall  he  rewarded 
for  it.  To-morrou\  by  break  ofday,  get  on  horfrbacky 
and  ride  toward  the  ecfl^  ivh  ere  you  Jhall  find  an  in^ 
ejlimable  treafure^  by  the  means  of  which  you  jhall^ 
as  you  deferue^  exceed  in  glory  and  honour  all  other 
men.  Immediately  the  figure  difappearcd,  and 
Dabfchclim,  awaking  with  a  heart  full  of  joy  ancj 
gratitude,   mounted  one  of  his  beft  horfcs,   and 
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rot?  d[reSt'<y  eaftward.  He  paiTed  in  his  way 
through  fcvera!  inhsbited  pirxes,  but  at  length  ar- 
rived in  a  d2rart,  where  viewing  ti.3  country^ 
r.rd  cafting  his  eyes  on  every  fide,  to  difcover  his 
expe3:ed  happinefs,  he  perceived,  at  a  liitle  dif- 
tance  before  him,  a  mountain  thiit  reached  above 
the  clouds,  at  the  fc-t  of  v/hich  he  fpied.  a  cave, 
obfcure,  dr.rk,  and  black,  witain,  as  the  hearts  of 
wicked  rr.cn.  Without  it  he  i-.\v  Htting  -x  man, 
whofe  'dptOi  fufHciently  ihev/cd  the  aaiccricy  of 
his  life.  The  king  had  a  great  Ueiire  to  ride  up 
to  him,  when  the  old  man  undcrftanding  his  in- 
tention, came  forward,  and,  breaking  filence, 
addrefTid  himfelf  to  the  monarch  in  thefe  words : 
Sir,  faiJ  he,  though  my  fei?.!!  cottage  be  nothing 
like  to  your  magrificent  palace,  yet  it  is  ?.n  an- 
cient cullom  for  kings,  out  of  their  goo^'nefs, 
to  come  and  viiit  the  poor.  The  looks  of  great 
men,  caft  down  upon  the  mean,  augment  their 
own  grandeur.  I  joy  to  fee  tlie  greateit  :^nd  the 
v/ifeft  monarch  in  the  eaft  not  forget  this  ancient 
cuftcMn.  And,  O  fupreme  and  naai^uiftcent 
prince,  1st  it  not  raife  a  bluih  in  thee  zc>  c?il  thy 
royal  looks  on  my  low  eftate,  when  thou  rcmerr;- 
bereft  that  Solomon,  in  the  midft  of  al;  '  '  .. 

ry  and  magnificence,    vouchfhfed  to  caf:  ; 

upon  the  little  ants. 

Dabfchelini  w "S  pleaied  ^viin  the  cid  man's  ci- 
vil'ty,  iicA  a-ighted  from  his  horie  to  difcourfe 
with  him.  After  he  had  talked  to  him  of  divers 
things,  as  he  was  going  to  taks  his  leave,  the  ve- 
nerable fage  fijrpnzed  him  with  the  follcwing 
words  :  Sir,  fald  he,  It  h  not  tor  a  poor  man,  as 
I  am,  to  oiFer  any  refrefi  :.ient  to  fo  great  a  prince 
as  ycuj  but,  :ennit  ir.e  to  tell  jou  that  I  have  a 
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prefeiit,  if  your  majefty  pleafes  to  accept  it, 
which  has  defcended  to  me  from  father  to  fon^ 
and  which  is  appointed  for  you  j  it  is  a  treafure 
which  I  have  here  by  me,  though  I  know  not  my- 
felf  exadly  the  place  where  it  now  lies;  but,  if 
your  majefty  thinks  it  worth  your  acceptance, 
command  your  fervants  to  feek  for  it.  Dabfche- 
lim,  hearing  thefe  words,  recounted  his  dream 
to  the  good  old  man,  who  rejoiced  extremely  ta 
find  that  his  intentions  in  beftov/ing  his  treafure 
were  conformable  to  the  will  of  the  fupremc 
Power  by  whom  he  was  intrufted  with  it. 

1  he  king  now  commanded  his  fervants  to 
fearch  for  the  treafure  round  about  the  cave,  and  ' 
in  a  little  time  they  difcovered  it,  and  brought 
before  the  king  a  vaft  number  of  chefts  and  cof- 
fers, full  of  gold,  filver,  and  jewels.  Among  the 
reft,  there  was  one  cheft  of  a  fmaller  fize  than 
the  others,  which  was  bound  about  with  feve- 
ral  bars  of  iron,  and  faftened  with  a  multitude 
of  padlocks,  the  keys  of  which  were  not  to  be 
found,  notwithftanding  all  the  care  and  diligence 
that  was  ufed  to  feek  them.  This  highly  increa- 
fed  the  monarch's  curiofity.  There  muft  be  fome- 
thing,  faid  he,  in  this  little  cafket,  much  more 
precious  than  jewels,  fince  it  is  fo  ftrongly  and 
carefully  barred  and  locked.  A  fmith  was  now 
procured ;  and,  the  cafket.being  broke  open,  there 
was  found  within  it  another  fmall  trunk  of  gold, 
fet  all  over  with  precious  ftones,  and  within  that 
yet  another  Icfs  boxj  this  the  king  ordered  to 
be  delivered  into  his  own  hands.  When  this 
little  box  was  opened,  he  found  therein  a  piece  of 
white  fatin,  upon  which  were  written  fome  lines 
in  the  Syrijic  language.  DAbichdim  was  aftonifh- 
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td  at  the  accident,  arwl  in  great  perplexity  f 
know  what  the  words  might  fignify.  Some  faid 
it  was  the  will  of  the  owner  of  the  treafure ; 
and  others,  that  it  was  a  talifman,  or  fome  charm, 
for  the  prefervation  of  it.  After  every  one  had 
delivered  his  opinion,  it  was  the  king's  pleafure 
that  enquiry  fhould  be  made  for  fome  perfon  who 
was  able  to  interpret  die  meaning  of  the  lines  ; 
and,  after  long  fearcb,  a  perfon  was  found  who 
perfeflly  underftood  all  the  oriental  languages, 
who,  when  he  had  looked  over  it,  faid  to  the  king. 
Sir,  this  writing  is,  to  a  prince,  indeed  an  in- 
eftimable  treafure ;  it  contains  the  rules,  ad- 
monitions, and  inftruclions,  of  a  great  king,  for 
the  well  governing  a  people ;  and  how  nearly  it 
particularly  concerns  yourfelf,  O  king  !  permit 
me  to  fhew,  by  reading  to  you  what  it  contains. 
The  king  bidding  him  read  aloud,  he  then  be- 
gan as  follows. 

^he  writhtg  of  the  great  King  Houfchenk,    leji 
•with  his  treafures. 

I  King  Houfchenk,  have  (^ifpofed  of  this  treafure 
,  for  the  ufe  of  the  great  king  Dabfchclim,  un- 
derftanding,  by  a  vifionary  revelation,  him  to  ha 
the  perfon  for  whom  it  was  defigned ;  and,  among 
the  precious  ftones,  I  have  conce  .led  this  my  laft 
will  and  teftament,  by  way  of  inllruilioa  to  him, 
to  let  him  know  that  it  is  not  for  men  of  reafon 
and  undei {landing  to  be  dazz'ed  with  the  iaftrc 
of  glittering  treaflires.  Richts  are  b  Jt  borrowed 
conveniences,  and  are  to  be  repaid  o  oar  ficcef- 
fors.  The  pleafures  of  this  world  .ire  char.r.mg, 
but  they  are  not  eteriial.  This  teftament  is  a 
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thing  of  much  more  real  ufe  than  all  thefe  trea- 
fures  :  it  is  an  abridgement  of  the  good  rules  pro- 
per to  regulate  the  conduct  of  kings ;  and  he  muft, 
be  a  wife  prince  who  regulates  his  condudi  by 
thefe  inftruflions,  which  are  in  number  fourteen. 

I.  That  he  never  uifcard  his  domejilc  fcrvanis  at 
the  jolicitation  of  other  perfons.  For,  he,  that  is 
hear  the  perfon  of  a  king,  will  never  want  fome 
who  will  be  envious  and  jealous  cf  his  happinefs; 
and  when  they  fee  that  the  king  has  any  affedtioii 
for  him,  will  not  ceafe,  by  a  thou(and  calum- 
nies, if  it  can  be  done,  to  render  him  odious  to 
his  mafter. 

II.  That  he  never  fuffer  In  his prefence  Jlattercrs 
•nor  r alien  ;  for,  thefe  people  are  always  feeking 
occafions  of  diil:urbance.  It  is  better  to  exter- 
minate fuch  people  from  the  earth  than  to  let 
them  be  a  trouble  to  human  fociety. 

III.  That  he  always  preferve  his  minljiers  anil 
grandees^  if  it  be  poffible^  in  a  right  underji add- 
ing with  one  another  j  to  the  end  that  tlity  may 
unanimoufly  labour  for  the  good  and  welfare  of 
the  ftate. 

IV.  That  he  mver  trujl  to  the  fuh  miff  ens  of  his 
enemies.  The  more  afFe*51:ions  they  teitiiy,  and 
the  louder  protcftations  they  make  of  their  fer  - 
vices,  the  more  artifices  and  villanics  are  to  be 
miftruflcd  in  them.     There  is  no  relying  upon  the 

friendjhip  of  an  enemy  ;  he  is  to  be  fhunned,  when 
he  approaches  with  the  countenance  of  a  friend, 
as  the  fyren  who  puts  on  charms  hue  with  an  in- 
tent to  dcflroy.  ' 

V.  TVhen  a  man  has  once  acquired  what  he  has 
diligently  fought  after ^  let  him  preferve  it  carefully  ; 
for,  we  have  not  every  day  th(  fame  opportunity  to 
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gain  what  we  defire.  A  nd,  when  we  have  not  pre-- 
lerved  what  we  have  once  acquired,  we  have  no- 
thing left  us  but  the  vexation  of  having  loft  it. 
IVe  cannot  fetch  the  arrow  back  which  we  have 
once  let  fiyy  though  we  Jbould  eat  cur  fingers  fir 
madnefs. 

VI.  That  we  never  ought  to  be  too  hajij  in  bu» 
finefs  ;  but,  on  the  other  fide,  before  we  put  any 
enterprize  in  execution^  it  behoveth  us  to  weigh 
and  examine  what  we  are  going  to  do.  Things 
done  in  hafte,  and  with  a  precipitate  ralhnefsj 
come  frequently  to  a  mifctiievous  concluflon. 
He  repents  in  vain  who  cannot  recal  what. he 
has  done  amifs. 

VII.  iTjat  a  men  never  defplfe  good  counfel^ 
and  prudence.  If  there  be  a  neceflity  for  him 
to  make  peace  with  his  enemies,  in  order  to  de- 
liver himfelf  out  of  their  hands,  let  him  do  it 
without  delay. 

V?ll.  To  avoid  the  company  tf  djjfeinbhrs^  and 
never  to  hearken  to  their  fmootb  fpeeches  ;  for,  as 
in  their  bofoms  they  carry  nothing  but  the  plants 
of  enmity,  they  can  never  bring  forth  the  fruits 
of  friendiliip.  '' 

IX.  To  be  merciful.  Never  let  a  monarch 
infisSt  a  puniflin.erit  on  his  fubjecls  or  fervants 
for  faults  committed  through  infirmity  :  for,  a' 
merciful  prince  upon  earth  is  an  angel  in  hea- 
ven. We  ought  to  confider  the  "weaknefs  of 
men,  and,  in  charity  and  goodnefs,  to  conceal 
their  defei^s.  Subjects  have  always  committed 
fiiuits,  and  kings  have  always  pardoned  them, 
when  they  have  only  committed  the  faults  which 
the  common  frailties  of  human  nature  have  be- 
trayed them  into. 
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X.  Not  ip  procure  the  harm  or  injury  of  ti- 
ny perfon.  On  the  other  hand,  we  ought  to 
do  our  neighbour  all  the  good  wc  can.  If 
you  da  good,  goodwill  be  done  to  you ;  hut^  if  you 
ds  evily  the  fame  will  be  meafured  back  to  you 
again. 

XI.  Tlmt  a  king  feek  not  after  any  thing  that 
may  bs  below  his  dignity^  or  a  fubjeSI  what  is 
contrary  to  his  genius  or  nature.  There  are 
many  perfons  who  let  alone  their  own  affairs 
to  intrude  thcmfelves  into  other  people's  bufinefs, 
and  at  lall  do  nothing  at  all.  The  crow  would 
needs  learn  to  fly  like  the  partridge  ;  it  was  a  way 
of  flying  which  he  could  never  attain,  and,  in  at- 
tempting to  learn  it,  he  forgot  his  own. 

XII.  To  be  of  a  mild  and  affable  temper. 
Mildnefs,  in  fociety,  is  like  fait  in  our  food  : 
as  fait  feafons  and  gives  a  rclifh  to  all  meat, 
the  other  gives  content  to  every  body.  The 
fv/ord  of  ftcel  is  not  fo  (harp  as  the  fword  of 
mildnefs  J  it  vanquifhes  even  invincible  ar- 
mies. 

XIIL  Tor  a  king  to  feei  out  faithful  mi" 
Tiijlers,  and  never  to  admits  into  his  fervice  or 
councils^  knaves  and  deceivers.  By  wife  and  ho- 
ncft  minifl:ers  the  kingdom  will  be  kept  fafe,  and 
the  king*s  ferrets  will  never  be  revealed. 

XIV.  Never  to  be  dijiurbed  at  the  accidents  of 
the  world,  A  man  of  refolution  and  true  cou- 
rage fufFers  all  adverfities  with  a  fettled  for- 
titude, and  relies  upon  the  providence  of  hea- 
ven, while  a  fool  minds  nothing  but  his  paftim« 
and  his  pleafure. 

There  are  leveral  fables  of  excellent  inftruc- 
tions  founded  on  every  one  of  thefc  heads,  which 
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if  the  king  will  hear,  he  muft  go  to  tlie  mouii* 
tain  Serandib*,  which  was  the  uianfion  of  our 
fathers,  and  there  all  the  hiftories  compofed  to  11- 
luftrate  and  explain  thefe  admonitions  will  be 
related  to  him,  and  e\  ery  queftion  that  can  come 
into  his  heart  to  afk,  concerning  the  making  his 
people  happy,  will  be  anfwered  as  from  an  ora- 
cle of  heaven. 

When  the  learned  man  had^done  reading,  Dab- 
fchelim  caught  him  in  his  arms  and  eagerly  em- 
braced him ;  and  having  received  back  again  the 
piece  of  fatin,  which  he  took  with  the  moil 
profound  refpetft,  he  tied  it  about  his  arm,  fay- 
ing at  the  fame  time,  I  was  promifed  indeed  a 
worldly  treafure,  but  befide  I  have  found  a  trea- 
fure  of  fecrets.  Heaven  has  favoured  me  with 
plenty  of  its  blefBng?,  for  which  my  grateful 
foul  now  offers  its  moft  humble  adorations  and 
praifes.  Having  faid  this,  he  ordered  the  gold 
and  (liver  to  be  dill ribu ted  to  the  poor,  and  re- 
turned to  his  palace,  where  all  that  night  he  did 
nothing  but  ruminate  upon  the  journey  which  he 
was  to  make  to  Serandib. 

The  next  morning,  by  fun-rife,  Dabfchelim  fent 
for  tv/o  of  his  principal  miniftcrs,  in  whom  he  had 
a  great  confidence ;  to  thefe  he  difcovered  his 
dream,  and  what  had  afterwards  befallen  him, 
and  told  them  he  had  a  moll  earneft  inclination 
to  make  a  journey  to  Serandib.  I  have  for  a  long 
time,  faid  he,  taken  this  courfe,  to  advife  with 
my  council  before  I  undertook  any  of  my  enter- 


•  A  vaft  mountain,'  famous  for  the  rcfidence  of 
many  of  the  learaed  men  of  the  eaft. 
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prizes,  and  in  this  alfo  I  am  •'.villing  to  refer  my- 
felf  to  your  judgements.  And  no'.vl  have  totd 
you  my  intentions,  and  the  reafon  of  them,  I 
conjure  you  by  your  honours,  and  the  eftecm  I 
have  for  you,  to  tell  me  what  you  think,  as  a 
prirsce  who  knows  his  duty  to  be  the  care  of  his 
fubje6ls,  I  ought  to  do  on  this  occafion.  The 
two  minifters  defired  the  remainder  of  the  day 
and  the  night  following  to  connder  the  whole 
matter,  that  they  might  not  widiout  due  delibe- 
ration give  their  anfwer  in  a  thing  of  fo  high 
concernment.  Dabfchelim  granted  their  requeft, 
and  the  next  day  they  came  to  wait  upon  the 
king ;  and,  everyone  being  feated  in  their  places, 
fo  foon  as  the  monarch  made  them  the  fign  to 
{p'^dkj  the  grand  vizir  fell  upon  his  knees  and 
thus  began. 

Si^y  in  my  opinion  ihh  journey  is  like  to  be  tnore 
fainful  than  profitable.  Tour  majcjiy  is  to  confider^ 
that  the  perfon,  who  undertakes  long  journeys^  re- 
ncunces  at  the  fame  time  his  repofe  j  add  to  this^  your 
majejiy  is  not  ignorant  of  the  dangers  and  hazards 
to  which  the  roads  are  fubjedl.  It  is  not  for  a 
psrfon  of  difcretion  to  change  his  quiet  ana  c.fe 
for  labour  and  dijlurbance.  Permit  me  en  this 
occafion  to  call  to  your  majejly^s  remembrance  the 
fable  of  the  pidgeon  that  tveuld  nerds  be  a  travcUcry 
and  the  dangers  which  he  tnct  witb» 
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F    A    B    L    E      I. 

^'be  Travelling    P  i  d  g  e  o  n*. 

THERE  were  once,  in  a  certain  part  of 
your  majefty's  dominion?,  t'.vo  pidgeons, 
a  male  and  a  female,  which  had  been  hatch- 
ed from  the  fame  brood  of  eggs,  and  bred  up  to- 
gether afterwards  in  the  fame  nel},  under  tlie 
roof  of  an  old  building,  in  which  they  lived  to- 
gether, in  mutual  content  and  perfect  happinefs, 
(afely  (heltered  from  all  the  injuries  of  the  wea- 
ther, and  contented  with  a  little  water  and  a  few 
tares.  //  is  a  tnafure  to  live  in  a  defart  ivhen 
we  enjoy  the  happinefs  of  a  friend -^  and  there  is  no 
lofs  in  quitting,  for  the  fcke  of  fuch  en  cne^  all 
ether  compa?iy  in  the  world.  But  it  feems  too 
often  the  peculiar  bufinefs  of  deftiny  to  feparatc 
friends.  Of  thcie  pidgeons  the  one  was  called 
the  Beloved,  the  other  the  Lover.  One  day  the 
Lover,  having  an  eager  defire  to  travel,  imparted 
his  delign  to  his  companion.  Muft  we  alvv'ays, 
faid  he,  live  confined  to  a  hole  ?  no  !  be  it  with 
you  as  you  pleafe,  but  for  my  part  I  am  refolved 
to  take  a  tour  about  the  world :  travellers  e- 
very  day  meet  with  new  things,  and  acquire  ex- 
perience ;  and  all  the  great  and  learned  among 
our  ancedors  have  told  us,  that  travelling  is  the 
only  means  t»  acquire  knowledge.  If  the  fword 
he  never  unjheathed,  it  can  never  Jkew  the  valour  of 
the  perfon  that  wiars  it ;  and  if  the  pin  takes  not 
its  run  through  the  extejtt  of  a  page,  it  can  never 
Jf^r.v  the  eloquence  of  the  author  that  ufes  it.     The 
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fceavens,  by  reafon  of  their  perpetual  motiwi,. 
exceed  in  glory  and  delight  the  regions  beneath 
them  ;  Uiid  the  dull  brute  earth  is  the  folid  place 
for  all  creatures  to  tread  upon,  only  becadfe  it 
it  is  immovei.ble  :  if  a  tree  could  remove  itielf 
from  one  place  to  another,  it  would  neither"  b« 
afraid  of  the  favv  or  the  wedge,  nor  c.\'  orv:a  to 
the  ill-ufageof  the  wood-mongers. 

All  this  is  true,  faid  the  Belovedj  but,  my  dear 
companion,  you  know  not,  nor  have  you  ever 
yet  undergone,  the  fatigues  of  travel,  nor  do  youE 
under/land  what  it  is  to  live  in  foreign  countries  ^ 
and,  believe  n.e,  travelling  is  a  tree,  the  chief- 
eft  fruit  of  which  is  labour  and  dil'quiet.  If  the 
fatigues  of  travelling  are  very  great,  anfvvered 
the  Lover,  they  arc  abundantly  rewarded  with  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  a  thoufand  rarities;  and,  when 
people  are  once  grown  accuftomed  to  labour^ 
they  look  upon  it  to  be  no  hardfhip. 

Travelling,  replied  the  Beloved,  my  dear  com- 
panion, is  never  delightful  but  when  we  travel  in. 
company  of  our  friends ;  for,  when  we  are  are  at 
a  far  distance  from  them,  befides  that  we  are  ex- 
pofed  to  the  injuries  of  the  weather,  we  ar« 
grieved  to  find  ourfelves  feparated  from  what  we 
Jove :  therefore  take,  my  dcareft,  the  advice 
which  my  tendernefs  fuggefts  to  you :  never 
leave  the  place  where  you  live  at  eafe,  nor  for- 
fake  the  objedi  of  your  deareft  afFeftion. 

If  I  find  thefe  hardfhips  infuppor table,  replied 
(he  Lover,  believe  me  I  will  return  in  a  little  time ; 
if  I  do  not,  be  aflured  that  I  am  happy,  and  let 
the  confcioufnefs  of  that  make  you  foalfo.  Af- 
ter they  had  thus  reafoned  Ujetafe  together,  they 
went  to  their  reft,  and,  meeting  the  next  morn* 
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lug,  tlie  Lover  being  immoveable  in  his  refolu- 
tion,  took  their  leaves  of  each  other,  and  Co 
parted. 

The  Lover  left  his  hole  like  a  bird  that  had 
made  his  efcape  out  of  a  cage ;  ajid,  as  he  went 
on  his  journey,  was  raviflied  with  delight  at  the 
profpeft  of  the  mountains,  rivers,  and  gardens, 
which  he  flew  over  j  and,  arriving  towards  even- 
ing at  the  foot  of  a  little  hill,  where  feveral  ri- 
vulets, (haded  with  lovely  trees,  watered  the  ena- 
melled meadows,  he  refolved  to  fpend  the  night 
in  a  place  that  fo  effectually  refembled  a  terreftrial 
paradife.  But,  alas  !  hov/  foon  began  he  to  feel 
the  viciiStudes  of  fortune !  hardly  had  he  betaken 
himfelf  to  his  repofe  upon  a  tree,  when  the  air 
grew  gloomy,  and  blazing  gleams  of  lightenliag 
began  to  flam  againft  his  eyes,  while  the  thun- 
der rattled  along  the  plains,  and  became  doublj 
terrible  by  its  echoes  from  the  neighbouring 
mountains.  The  rain  alfo  and  the  hail  came 
down  together  in  whole  torrents,  and  made  the 
poor  pidgeon  hop  from  bow  to  bow,  beaten, 
wetted  to  the  (kin,  and  in  continual  terror  olF 
being  confumed  in  a  flafii  of  lightning.  In  fliort, 
he  fpent  the  night  fo  ill,  that  he  already  heartily 
repented  having  left  his  comrade. 

The  next  morning,  the  fun  having  difperfed 
the  clouds,  the  Lover  was  prudent  enough  to  take 
his  leave  of  the  tree,  with  a  full  refolution  to 
make  the  beft  of  his  way  home  again  ;  he  had 
not  however  flown  fifty  yards,  when  a  fparrow- 
hawk,-  with  a  keen  appetite,  perceiving  our  tra- 
veller, purfued  him  upon  the  wing.  The  pidgeon, 
feeing  him  at  a  diftancc,  began  to  tremble;  ahd, 
»3  he  approached  nearer,    utterly  defpairing  c- 
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ver  to  fee  his  friend  again,  and  no  lefs  forry  that 
he  had  not  followed  her  advice,  protv-'fted  that,  if 
ever  he  efcaped  that  danger,  he  would  never  more 
think  of  travelling,  in  tliis  t:  ne  the  fparrow- 
hawk  had  overtaken,  and  v/as  juil  ready  to  feize, 
him,  and  tear  him  in  pieces,  when  a  hungry 
eagle,  lancing  down  with  a  full  floop  upon  tns 
fparrovv^hawk,  cried  out,  hold,  let  me  devour 
that  pidj^eon,  to  ftay  my  ftomach  till  1  find  fome- 
thing  elic  more  folid.  The  fparrow-hawk  how- 
ever, no  lefs  courageou?  than  hungry,  would  not, 
though  unequal  in  ilrength,  give  way  to  the  eagle> 
fo  tiiat  the  two  birds  of  prey  fell  to  fighting  one 
With  another,  and  in  the^  mean  time  the  poor 
pidgeon  efcaped,  and,  perceiving  a  hole  fo  fmall 
that  it  would  hardly  give  entrance  to  a  tit- 
moufe,  yot  made  (hift  to  fqueeze  himftlf  into  it, 
and  fo  (pent  the  night  in  a  world  of  fear  and 
trouble.  By  break  of  day  he  got  out  agam,  but 
he  was  now  become  fo  weak  for  want  of  food 
that  he  could  hardly  fly  ;  add  to  this,  he  had  not 
yet  half  recovered  himfelf  from  the  fear  he  was 
in  tiie  day  before :  as  he  was  however  full  of 
terror,  looking  around  about  him  to  fee  whether 
the  fparrow-hawk  or  the  eigle  appeared,  he  fpied 
a  pidgeon  in  a  field,  at  a  fmall  diftance,  with  a 
great  deal  of  corn  fcattered  in  the  place  where  he 
was  feeding.  The  Lover  rejoiced  at  the  fight, 
drew  near  this  happy  pidgeon,  as  he  thought  him, 
and,  without  complitnentF,  fell  to :  but  he  had 
hardly  pecked  three  grains  before  he  found  himfelf 
caught  by  the  legs.  The  pleafures  cf  this  worldy 
indeed^  are  generally  hutfnares  which  the  devil  lays 
pr  uu 
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Brother,  faid  the  Lover  to  the  other  pidgeon, 
■we  are  both  of  one  and  the  fame  fpecies  j  where- 
fore then  did  not  you_  inform  me  of  this  piece  of 
treachery,  that  I  might  not  have  fallen  into  thefe 
fpringes  they  have  laid  for  us.  To  which  the 
other  anfwered,  forbear  complaints,  nobody 
can  prevent  his  deftiny ;  nor  can  all  the  pru- 
dence of  man  preferve  him  from  inevitable  acci- 
dents. The  Lover,  on  this,  next  befought  him 
to  teach  him  fome  expedient  to  free  himfelf 
from  the  danger  that  threatened  him.  Poor 
innocent  creature,  anfwered  the  other,  if  I  knew 
any  means  to  do  this,  doft  thou  not  think  I  would 
make  ufe  of  it  to  deliver  m)'felf,  that  fo  I  might 
not  be  the  occafion  of  furprizing  others  of  my 
fellow-creatures?  alas!  unfortunate  friend,  thou 
art  but  like  the  young  camel,  who,  weary  with 
travelling,  cried  to  his  mother,  with  tears  in  his 
eyes,  O  mother  without  afFedlion  !  Itop  a  little, 
that  I  may  take  breath  and  rellmyfelf :  to  whom 
the  mother  replied,  O  fon  without  confideration ! 
fecfl  thou  not  that  my  bridle  is  in  the  hand  of  an- 
other ?  were  I  at  liberty,  I  would  gladly  both 
throw  down  my  burden,  and  give  thee  my  affift- 
ance  :  but,  alas  !  we  muft  both  fubmit  to  what  wc 
cannot  avoid  or  prevent.  Our  traveller  percei- 
ving, by  this  difcourfe,  that  all  hopes  of  relief  from 
others  were  vain,  refolved  to  rely  only  on  himfelf^ 
and,  ftrengthened  by  his  own  defpair,  with  much 
ftiiving  and  long  fluttering  at  length  broke  the 
fnare,  and,  taking  the  benefit  of  h,s  unexpcviled 
good  fortune,  bent  his  flight  toward  his  own  coun- 
try; and,  fach  was  his  joy  for  having  efcaped  fo 
great  a  danger,  that  he  eveT>  forgot  his  hunger. 
However,  at  length,  pafling  through  a  village,  and 
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lighting,  merely  for  a  little  reft,  upon  a  wall  that 
was  over  againft  a  field  newly  fown,  a  country- 
man, that  was  keeping  the  birds  from  his  corri, 
perceiving  the  pidgeon,  flung  a  ftone  at  him,  and, 
while  the  poor  Lover  was  dreaming  of  nothing 
lefs  than  of  the  harm  that  vi^as  fo  near  him,  hit  him 
fo  terrible  a  blow  that  he  fell  quite  ftunned  into  a 
deep  and  dry  well,  that  was  at  the  foot  of  the  wall. 
By  this,  however,  he  efcaped  being  made  th« 
countryman's  fupper,  who,'not  being  able  to  come 
at  his  prey,  left  it  in  the  well,  and  never  thought 
more  of  it.  There  the  pidgeon  remained  all 
the  night  long,  with  a  fad  heart,  and  a  wing 
half  broken.  During  the  night  his  misfortunes 
would  not  permit  him  to  deep,  and  a  thoufand 
and  a  thoufand  times  he  wished  himfelf  at  home 
with  his  friend  ;  the  next  day,  however,  he  p3 
beftirred  himfelf,  that  he  got  out  of  the  well,  and 
towards  evening  arrived  at  his  old  habitation. 

The  Beloved,  hearing  the  fluttering  of  her  com- 
panion's wings,  flew  forth  with  a  more  than  or- 
dinary joy  to  meet  him  ;  but,  feeing  him  fo  weak 
and  in  fb  bad  a  condition,  afked  him  tenderly  the 
reafon  of  it ;  upon  which  the  Lover  told  her  all 
his  adventures,  protcfting  heartily  to  take  her 
advice  for  the  future,  and  never  to  travel  more. 

I  have  recited,  continued  the  vizir,  this  ex- 
ample to  your  majefty,  to  difluade  you  from  pre- 
ferring the  inconveniences  of  travelling  to  the 
repofe  that  you  enjoy  at  home,  among  the  pralfes 
and  adorations  of  a  loyal  and  happy  people.  Wife 
vizir,  faid  the  king,  i  acknowledge  it  a  painful 
thing  to  travel ;  but  it  is  no  lefs  true,  that  there  is 
great  and  ufeful  knowledge  to  be  gained  by  it. 
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I  Sliould  a  man  be  always  tied  to  his  own  boure  w 
liis  own  country,  he  would  be  deprived  of  t^e  fight 
and  enjoyment  of  an  infinite  number  of  noble 
things.  And,  to  continue  your  allegoric  hiftory 
of  birds,    the  falcon  is  happy  in  feeing  the  beau- 

i  ties  of  the  world,  while  princes  frequently  carry 
them  upon  their  hands,  and  for  that  honour  and 
pleafure  he  quits  the  inglorious  life  of  the  neft. 

!  On  the  other  hand,  the  owl  is  contemned,  be- 
caufe    he    always    hides    himfelf    in    ruinous 

i  buildings  and  dark  holes,  and  delights  in  nothing 
but  retirement.  The  mind  of  man  ought  to  Ry 
abroad,  and  foar  like  the  falcon,  not  hide  itfelf 
like  the  owl.  He  that  travels  renders  himfelf 
acceptable  to  all  the  world,  and  men  of  wifdom 
and  learning  are  pleafcd  with  his  converfation, 

'  Nothing  is  more  clear  and  limpid  than  running 
water,  while  ftagnating  puddles  grow  thick  and 
ciuddy.     Had  the  famous  falcon,  that  was  bred 

':  in  the  raven's  neft,    never  flown   abroad,    he 

I  would  never  have  been  fo  highly  advanced.  Tf>e 
vizir  on  this  humbly  htf ought  the  king  to  recite  that 
fable^  which  he  did  in  the  following  ?nanner. 


F   A   B    L   E     II. 

*  T2?^  Falcon    and  the    R  a  v  e  n". 

HERE   were   once   two  falcons  which 

had  built    their  nells  near  one   another 

"'in  a  very  high  mountain,  whence  they  fievr 
every  way  round  them  to  feek  food  for  their 
young  ones.   One  day,  as  they  were  flown  abroad 
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upon  the  fame  defign,  they  flaid  from  their  nefls 
a  little  too  long  ;  for,  in  the  mean  time,  one  of 
the  young  ones,  very  hungry,  put  his  head  fo 
far  out  of  the  neft  to  look  for  them,  that  he 
tumbled  over,  and  fell  from  the  top  to  the  foot 
of  the  mountain;  at  this  inftp.nt  a  raven,  that 
happened  to  be  in  that  rart,  met  with  the  fallen 
youngling,  and  at  firft  took  it  for  a  rat  which 
fome  other  raven  had  accidentally  let  fall ;  but, 
on  more  examination,  finding  by  his  beak  and 
his  talons  that  he  was  a  bird  of  prey,  he  began 
to  have  a  kindnefs  for  him ;  and,  looking  upon 
himfelf  as  an  inftrument  ordained  by  heaven  to 
fave  the  helplefs  creature,  carried  it  to  his  own 
neft,  and  bred  it  up  with  his  own  young  ones, 
where  the  falcon  grew  every  day  bigger  and  big- 
ger ;  and,  coming  at  length  to  be  of  age  to  make 
rcfleftions,  nobly  began  to  fay  to  himfelf,  If  I 
am  brother  to  thefe  ravens,  why  am  I  not  made 
as  they  are  ?  and,  if  I  am  not  of  their  race  and 
progeny,  why  do  I  tarry  here  ?  One  day  as  he 
was  taken  up  with  thefe  meditations.  Son,  faid 
the  raven  to  him,  I  have  obfcrved  thee  for  fome 
time  to  be  very  fad  and  penfive ;  I  conjure  thee, 
let  me  know  the  c  •  "e  of  it :  if  any  thing  grieve 
thee,  conceal  'if  >rom  me,  for  I  will  endea- 
vour thy  reliei  .id  confolation.  I  know  not 
myfelf,  replied  the  falcon,  the  reafon  of  my 
defires,  but  I  have  Ion*  refolved  to  beg  your 
permiffion  to  travel.  O  fon,  cried  the  raven, 
thou  art  forming  a  defign  in  thy  young  ima- 
gination, which  my  riper  years  can  inform  thee 
will  crc4te  in  thee  an  infinite  deal  of  pains  and 
danger.  Travelling  is  a  fea  that  Jwallows  up  all 
tht  world.  Wife  people,  however,  never  tra- 
vel. 
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vel,  uiilefs  it  be  either  to  get  great  eftates,  or 
becaufe  they  cannot  live  contented  and  eaiy  at 
horr.e  :  neither  of  thefe  two  reafons,  thanks  to 
heaven,  can,  I  think,  have  infufed  this  defign 
into  thy  brain,  becaufe  thou  wanteft  for  nothing; 
and  v/hy  therefore  vvouldil  thou  leave  us  ?  thou 
haft  the  abfolute  power  over  thy  brothers  and 
fifters,  and  all  thac  I  can  do  for  thee  thou  needeft 
but  command.  It  is  a  great  folly,  therefore, 
in  thee  to  quit  an  afTured  repofe  at  home  to 
ramble  in  fearch  of  trouble  and  di'fquiet  in  fo- 
reign countries.  To  this  the  falcon  replied, 
lir,  what  you  tell  me  is  mod:  true,  and  I  take  it 
as  a  demonftration  of  your  paternal  kindncfs  for 
me ;  but  I  feel  fomething  within  me,  which 
perfuades  me  that  I  lead  a  life  here,  in  this  place, 
not  worthy  of  myfslf.  The  raven  on  this  could 
not  but  obferve,  that,  in  defpite  of  a  bad  e- 
ducation,  perfons  nobly  defcended  are  ftill  the 
masters  of  fendfiT^nts  becoming  their  birth. 
He  would  fain,  however,  have  put  him  upon  far- 
ther difcourfe,  in  hop^s  to  wean  him  from  this 
ilrong  inclination  to  travel ;  and  to  that  purpofe, 
Son,  faid  he,  my  exhortations  are  perfuaftons  to 
fobriety  and  contentednefs  ;  but  thofe  high- fear- 
ing thoughts  of  thine  are  only  the  CiTecb  of 
avarice.  And  let  me  affurc  thee  of  this,  that 
wbci-jer  is  not  contenisd  icUJj  what  he  has  can  tie" 
vcr  he  at  quiet  in  his  irujid  j  and  I  am  in  the  high- 
&?:  degree  concerned  to  find  thou  art  not  fatisRed 
with  thy  condition ;  but  Like  with  tliee  this  my 
friendly  admonition :  beware  left  what  on^'i  be- 
fel  tile  greedy  and  ambitious  cat  ihould  happen 
to  thee  alfo.     The  Story  is  this. 
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FABLE      III. 

*The  greedy  and  ambitious  Cat. 

THERE  was  formerly  an  old  woman  in 
a  village,  extremely  thin,  half  ftarv^ed,  and 
meagre.  .  She  lived  in  a  little  cottage  as  darlc 
and  gloomy  as  a  fool's  heart,  and  withal  as 
clofe  {hut  up  as  a  mifer's  hand.  This  miferable 
creature  had,  for  the  companion  of  her  wretched 
retirement,  a  cat,  meagre  and  lean  as  herfelf ;  the 
poor  creature  never  faw  bread,  nor  beheld  the 
face  of  a  ftranger,  and  was  forced  to  be  contented 
with  only  fmelling  the  mice  in  their  holes,  or 
feeing  the  prints  of  their  feet  in  the  duft.  If  by 
fome  extraordinary  lucky  chance  this  miferable 
animal  happened  to  catch  a  moufe,  flie  was  like 
a  beggar  that  difcovers  a  treafure ;  her  vifage 
and  her  eyes  were  inflamed  with  joy,  and  that 
booty  ferved  her  for  a  whole  week  ;  and,  out 
of  the  excefs  of  her  admiration  and  diftruft  of 
her  own  happinefs,  flie  would  cry  out  to  herfelf, 
Heavens  !  is  this  a  dream,  or  is  it  real  ?  One 
day,  however,  ready  to  die  for  hunger,  fhe  got 
upon  the  ridge  of  her  enchanted  caftle,  which 
had  long  been  the  manfion  of  famine  for  cats, 
and  fpied  thence  another  cat,  that  was  ftalking 
upon  a  neighbour's  wall  like  a  lion,  vralking 
along  as  if  ihe  had  been  counting  her  iteps, 
and  fo  fat  that  {he  could  hardly  go.  The  old  wo- 
man's cat,  aftoniflicd  :o  fee  a  creature  of  her  own 
ipecies  fo  plump  and  fo  large,  with  a  loud  voice 
cries  out  to  her  purfy  neighbour,  in  the  name  of 
pity,  fpcak  to  me,^  thou  happieji  of  the  cat- kind  ! 
Why,  you  look  as  if  you  came  from  one  of  the 
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khan*  of  Kathai's  feafts  ;  I  conjure  you,  t6  tell 
me  how,  or  in  what  region,  it  is  that  you  get 
your  flcin  Co  well  fluffed?  Where,  replied  thefet 
one  ?  why,  where  fnould  one  feed  well  but  at 
a  king's  table  ?  1  go  to  the  houfe,  continued 
fhe,  every  day  about  dinner-time,  and  there  I 
lay  my  paws  upon  fome  delicious  morfel  or  other, 
which  ferves  me  till  the  next,  and  then  leave 
enough  for  an  army  of  mice,  which,  under  me, 
live  in  peace  and  tranquillity  ;  for,  why  fliould 
I  commit  murder  for  a  piece  of  tough  and  fkinny 
moufe-flefh,  when  I  can  live  on  venifon  at  a 
much  eafier  rate  ?  The  lean  cat  on  this  eagerly 
enquired  the  way  to  this  houfe  of  plenty,  and 
intreated  her  plum.p  neighbour  to  carry  her  one 
day  along  with  her.  Moft  willingly,  faid  the  fat 
pufs,  for,  thou  feeft  I  am  naturally  charitable, 
and  thou  art  fo  lean  that  I  heartily  pity  thy  con- 
dition. On  this  promife  they  parted  ;  and  the 
lean  cat  returned  to  the  old  woman's  chamber, 
where  (he  told  her  dame  the  llcry  of  what  had 
befallen  her.  The  old  woman  prudently  endea- 
voured to  difluade  her  cat  from  profecuting  her 
defign,  admonifiilng  her  withal  to  have  a  care  of 
being  deceived;  for,  believe  me,  fzid  ihsj  the  de- 
fires  of  the  ambitious  are  never  to  he  fatiated  but 
zuhen  their  mouths  are  Jiuffed  with  the  dirt  of  their 
graves.  Sobriety  and  temperance  are  the  only 
things  that  truly  enricJf  people.  I  mull:  tell  ihec, 
poor  fitly  cat,  that  they,  who  travel  to  fatisfy  their 
ambition,  have  no  knowledge  of  the  good  things 
they  poffefs,  nor  are  they  truly  thankful  to  heaven 
for  what  they  enjoy  who  are  not  contented  with 
their  fortune. 

*  A  nobleman  of  the  caft,  famous  for  his  hofpitality. 
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The  poor  ftarved  cat,  however,  had  conceived 
fo  fair  an  idea  of  the  king's  table,    that  the  old 
woman's  good    morals    and  judicious  remon- 
ftrances  entered  in  at  one  ear  and  went  out  at  the 
other ;    in  ftiort,  flie  departed  the  next  day  with 
the  fat  pufs  to  go  to  the  king's  houfe;  but,  alas  ! 
before  Ihe  got  thither,  her  deftiny  had  laid  a  fnare 
for  her  ;  for,  being  a  houfe  of  good  cheer,  it  was 
fo  haunted  with  cats,    that  the  fervants  had,  juft 
at  this  time,  orders  to  kill  all  the  cats  that  came 
near  it,  by  reafon  of  a  great  robbery  committed 
the  night  before,  in  the  king's  larder,   by  feveral 
grimalkins.     The  old  woman's   cat,    however, 
pufl:ied  on  by  hunger,    entered  the  houfe,    and 
no  fooner  favv  a  difti  of  meat  unobferved  by  the 
cooks,    but  fhe  made  a  feizure  of  it,    and  was 
doing  what  for  many  years  fhe  had  not  done  be- 
fore,   that  is,  heartily  filling  her  belly  ;    but,  as 
Ihe  was  enjoying  herfelf  under  the  drefler-board, 
and  feeding  heartily  upon  her  ftolen  morfels,  one 
of  the  tefty  officers  of  the  kitchen,    mifTmg  his 
breakfafl,  and  feeing  where  the  poor  cat  was  fo- 
lacing  herfelf  with  it,  threv/  his  knife  at  her  with 
fuch  an  unlucky  hand,    that  he  (truck  her  full  in 
the  breafl.     However,  as  it  has  been  the  provi- 
dence of  nature  to  give  this  creature  nine  lives 
inftead  of  one,    poor  pufs  made  a  fliift  to  crawl 
away,   after  file  had  for  fome  time    {hammed 
deadj  but,  in  her  flight,  obferving  the  blood  come 
Itreaming  from  her  wound  ;    Well,  faid  (he,  let 
me  but  efcape  this  accident,    and,  if  ever  I  quit 
my  old  hold  and  my  own  mice  for  all  the  rari- 
ties in  the  king's  kitchen,   may  I  lofe  all  my 
nine  lives  at  once ! 
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I  cite  you  this  example,  to  (hew  you,  that  it 
is  better  to  be  contented  with  what  one  has 
than  to  travel  in  fearch  of  what  ambition  prompts 
u;  to  feek  for.  What  you  fay,  faid  the  falcon, 
is  true,  and  it  is  very  wholefome  advice ;  but  it 
is  for  mean  and  low  fpirits  only  to  confine  them- 
felves  al  A'ays  to  a  little  hole.  He  that  afpires  to 
be  a  king  muft  begin  v/ith  the  conqueil  of  a 
kingdom,  and  he  that  \yould  meet  a  crown  muit 
go  in  fearch  of  it.  An  effeminate  and  lazy  life 
can  never  agree  with  a  great  foul. 

You  are  very  magnanimous,  fon,  replied  the 
raven,  and,  I  perceive,  defign  great  conquefts  ; 
but  let  me  tell  you,  your  enterprife  cannot  fo  foon 
be  put  in  execution  :  before  you  can  conquer  a 
kingdom,  you  muft  get  together  arms  and  ar- 
mies, and  make  great  preparations.  My  talons, 
replied  the  falcon,  are  inftruments  fufficient  to 
bring  about  my  defign,  and  myfelf  am  equal  to 
the  undertaking.  Sure  you  never  heard  the  fto- 
ry  of  the  warrior,  v/ho  by  his  fingle  valour  be- 
came a  king  !  No,  replied  the  raven  j  therefore, 
let  me  hear  it  from  you  :  on  which,  the  falcon 
related  it  in  this  manner. 


F  A.  B  L  E     IV. 

y*^^ POOR  Man  who  hcame  acKEATKiiJG, 


I 


T  being  the  plcafure  of  heaven  to  refcue  from 
.  mifery  a  man  who  lived   in  extreme  pover- 
ty,   providence  gave  him  a  fon,    who  from   his 
infancy  fhewed  fignal  figns    that  he  would  one 
C  3  day 
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day  come  to  be  a  great  man.  This  infant  Be- 
came an  immediate  blelTuig  to  the  old  man's 
houfe ;  for,  his  wealth  increafed,  from  day  to  day, 
from  the  time  that  the  child  was  born.  -So 
foon.  as  this  young  one  could  fpeak,  he  talked  of 
nothing  but  fwords,  and  bows  and  arrows.  The 
father  fent  him  to  fchool,  and  did  all  he  could  to 
infufe  into  him  a  good  relifh  of  learning  ;  but 
he  negledled  his  booir,  and  devoted  his  thoughts 
to  nothing  but  running  at  the  ring,  and  other 
warlike  exercifes  with  the  other  children. 

When  he  came  to  years  of  difcretion,  Son, 
faid  bis  father  to  him,  thou  art  now  paft  the  age 
of  childhood,  and  art  in  the  greateft  danger  to- 
fall  into  diforder  and  irregularity,  if  thou  giveft 
thyfelf  over  to  thy  paffions.  I  therefore  intend 
to  prevent  that  accident  by  marrying  thee  be- 
times. "Dear  father,  replied  the  ilripling,  for 
heaven's  fake  refufe  me  not  the  miitrefs  which 
my  youthful  years  have  already  made  choice  of. 
Who  is  that  millrefs  ?  prefcntly  replied  the  old 
man,  with  gr«rt  earneftnefs  and  uneafincfs,  (for 
XTC  had  already  looked  out  for  him  the  daughter  of 
a  neighbouring  hind,  and  agreed  the  matter  with 
her  father,)  and  what  is  her  condition  ?  This  is 
file,  the  lad  made  anfwcr,  fhewing  his  father  a. 
very  noble  fword  ;  and  by  virtue  of  this  I  ex- 
pe6l  to  become  mafter  of  a  throne.  The  fa- 
ther gave  him  many  reafons  to  imagine  he  dif- 
approved  his  intentions,  and  looked  on  them  as 
little  belter  than  madnefs :  many  a  good  lefti.re 
followed  during  the  remainder  of  the  day  ;  to 
avoid  which,  for  the  future,  the  young  hero 
the  next  morning  quitted  his  father's  houfe,  and 
travelled  in  fearcii  of  opportunities  to  fignalize 

his; 
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his  courage.  Many  years  he  warred  under  the 
command  of  different  monarchs  :  at  length,  af- 
ter he  had  every  where  fignalized  himfelf,  not 
only  by  his  conduct  but  by  his  perfonal  cou- 
rage, a  neighbouring  monarch,  who,  with  his 
whok  family,  lay  befieged  in  a  fmall  fortrefs, 
fent  to  him,  to  entreat  him  to  accept  of  the  com- 
mand of  all  his  forces,  to  get  them  together,  and 
endeavour  to  raife  the  fiege,  and  relieve  them  ; 
in  which,  if  he  fucceeded,  he  would  make  him 
his  adopted  fon,  and  the  heir  of  his  vaft  em- 
pire. Our  young  warrior  engaged  in  this,  railed 
a  vaft  army,  fought  the  befiegers  in  their  trench- 
es, entirely  conquered  them,  and  was  the  gain- 
er of  a  glorious  victory :  but,  alas  !  the  heat 
of  the  action  made  him  ■iiot  perceive  that  the 
fortrefs,  in  which  the  king  was,  was  in  flames  j 
fome  treacherous  perfcns  bad  fired  it  at  the  infti- 
gation  of  the  general  of  the  befieger's  army, 
and  the  king  and  his  whole  family  perifhed 
in  the  flames.  The  old  monarch  juft  lived, 
however,  to  fee  bis  deliverer,  and  ,to  fettle 
on  him  the  inheritance  of  his  crown.  The 
royal  family  being  all  extinct  by  this  fatal  ca- 
lamity, the  nobles  ratified  the  grant,  and  our 
iiluftrious  hero  lived  many  years  a  great  and 
glorious  monarch. 

I  have  recited  this  example,  faid  the  falcon  to 
the  raven,  that  you  may  underftand  that  1  alfo 
find  myfelf  born  to  undertake  great  enterprizes  : 
I  have  a  ftrange  foreboding  within  me,  that  I 
fhall  prove  no  lefs  fortunate  than  this  famous 
warrior  ;  and,  for  this  reafon,  can  never  quit  my 
defign.  When  the  raven  perceived  him  fo 
fixed  in  his  refolution,  he  confented  to  his  put- 
C  4  ting 
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ting  It  in  execution  :    perfuaded  that  fo  noble  a 
courage  would  never  be  guilty  of  idle  or  unwor- 
thy actions. 

The  falcon  having  taken  his  leave  of  the  ra- 
ven, and  bid  farev/el  to  all  his  pretended  bre- 
thren, left  the  neft  and  flew  away.  Long  he 
continued  flying  and  in  love  with  liberty  ;  and, 
.2t  length,  ftopt  upon  a  mountain  ;  hers,  looking 
round  about  him,  he  fpied  a  partridge,  in  the 
fallow  grounds,,  that  made  all  the  neighbouring 
hills  refound  with  her  note.  Prefently  the  fal- 
con lanced  himfelf  upon  her,  and,  having  got 
her  in  his  pounce,  began  to  tear  and  eat  her. 
This  is  no  bad  beginning,  faid  he  to  himfelf; 
though  it  were  for  nothing  but  to  tafte  fuch 
tielicate  food,  it  is  better  travelling  than  to 
lie  fleeping  in  a  nafty  nefl,  and  feed  upon 
carrion  as  my  brothers  do.  Thus  he  fpent 
three  days  in  carefTing  himfelf  with  delicate  mor- 
fels  ;  but,  on  the  fourth,  being  upon  the  top  of 
another  mountain,  he  faw  a  company  of  men 
that  were  hawking ;  thefe  happened  to  be  the  king 
of  the  country  wkh  all  his  court ;  and,  while  he 
was  gazing  upon  them,  he  faw  their  falcon  in 
purfuit  of  a  heron.  Upon  that,  pricked  forward 
by  a  noble  emulation,  he  flies  with  all  his  force, 
gets  before  the  king's  falcon,  and  overtakes  the 
heron.  The  king,  admiring  this  agility,  com- 
mands his  falconers  to  make  ufc  of  all  their 
cunning  to  catch  this  noble  bird,  which  by  good 
luck  they  did.  And  in  a  little  time  he  fo  en- 
tirely won  the  affedtion  of  the  king,  that  he  did 
him  the  honour  to  carry  him  ufually  upon  his 
own  hand.. 

Had 
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Had  he  alvvays  ftaid  in  his  neft,  concluded  the 
monarch,    this  good  fortune  had  never  befallen 
him.     And  you  fee,  by  this  fable,    that  it  is  no 
unprofitable  thing  to  travel.     It  roufes  the  ge- 
nius of  people,  and  renders  them  capable  of  noble 
atchievements.     Dabfchelim   having"  ended  his 
discourfe  ;    the  vizir,  after  he  had  made  his  fub- 
miflions,  and  paid  his  duty  according  to  cuftom, . 
came  forward,  and,  addreiling  himfelf  to  the  king, 
faid,  Sir,  what  your  majefty  has  faid  is  moll  true ; 
but,  I  cannot  but  thinic  yet,  that  it  is  not  advife- 
able  that  a  great,  a  glorious,  and  a  happy,  king, 
ihould  quit  his  repofe  for  the  hardfhip  and  dan- 
ger of  travelling.     Men  of  courage,    anfwered 
the  king,    delight  in  labour,    fatigue,    and  dan- 
ger.    If  kings,    who  have  power,    ftrip  not  the 
thorns  from  the  rofe-bufties,  tlie  poor  can  never 
gather  the  rofes  ;   anJ,  till  princes  have  endured 
the  inconveniences  of  campaigns,  tlie  people  can 
never  fleep  in  peace.     Nobody  can  be  fafe,    in 
thefe  dominions,  while  thou  feekeft  nothing  but 
my  eafe^     He  that  travels  meets  with  reft,  and 
every  thing  elfe  that  he  defires,    like  the  leopard, 
who,  by  his  pains  and  diligence,    and  defpifing 
the   fatigues   of  travelling,    acquired   whac  he 
wiflied  for.     Upon  this,   the  vizir  humbly  be- 
fought  the  king  to  relate  that  fable  to  his  ilavc  j 
which  he  did  in  thefe  w^ords* 
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F  A  B  L  E     V. 
^be  Leopard  and  the  L  r  o  n".. 

IN  the  neighbourhood  to  BafTora,  there  was  2, 
very  lovely  ifland,  in  which  grev/  a  moll  de- 
lightful wood,  where  pleafmg  breezes  whifpered: 
their  love-ftories  to  theruftling  leaves  :  this  en- 
chanting forelt  was  watered  with  feveral  foun- 
tains, whence  a  number  of  recreating   ftreams 
ran  gently  winding  to  every  part  of  it.     In  this 
lovely  place  there  lodged  a  leopard,    fo  furious, 
that  even  the  moft  daring  lions  duril  not  approach 
within  a  league  of  his  habitation.     For  feveral 
years  his  renowned  and  unequalled  courage  kept 
him  in  peace  within  this  ifland  with  a  little  leo- 
pard that  was  his  favourite  and  heir.     To  whom 
laid  he  one  day :  Son,  fo  foon  as  thou  fhalt  be 
ftrong  enough  to  oppofe  my  enemies,  I  will  re- 
ilgn  to  thee  the  care  of  governing  this  ifland,  and 
retire  into  one  corner  of  it,    where  I  will  fpend 
the  remainder  of  my  days,    without  trouble  or 
moleftation.      But   death  crofl'ed  the   old  leo- 
pard's defign  :    he  died  when  he  leafl:  dreamt  of 
it,  and  tlie  young  one,  before  he  expeifled  it,  fuc- 
ceeded  him.     The  ancient  enemies  of  the  old 
leopard  no  fooncr  heard  of  his  death,    and  the 
wealcnefs  of  his  fucceflbr,    but  they  entered  into 
a  league,    and  together  invaded  the  ifland  ;    and 
the  young  leopard,    finding   himfelf  unable   to 
withfland  fuch  a  number  of  enemies,   made  his 
efcape  into  the  dcfarts,    and  there  fccured  him- 
felf.    In  the  mean  time  his  enemies  having  toge- 
ther nwde  themfdves  mailers  of  the  ifland,  ever/ 

one 
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one  chimed  an  equal  right  to  the  fovereignty, 
and  each  would  command  in  chief.  Thus,  they 
fell  out,  and  the  bufinefs  came  to  the  decifion  of  a 
bloody  battle,  wherein  the  lion,  being  victor, 
drove  all  the  reft  of  his  competitors  out  of  his 
territories,  and  became  the  fole  and  peaceable 
mafter  of  the  ifland. 

Some  years  after,    the  leopard  having  devoted 
bis  life  to  travel,  in  one  of  his  journeys  meeting 
an  aflembled  body  of  lions  in  a  remote  part  of 
the  foreft,    recounted  to  them  his  misfortunes, 
arid   befought  then  to  alUft  him  in  the  recovery 
of  his  Juft  inheritance.     But  the  lions,  who  knew 
full  -well  the  ftrengthof  the  ufurper,  refufed  their 
ailiftance  to  the  leopard,    and  replied.   Poor  filly 
creature,  doft  thou  not  underftand  tfiat  thyifland 
is  now  under  the  power  of  a  lion,  fo  redoubted, 
that  the  very  birds  are  afraid  to  fly  over  his  head  ? 
We  advife  thee  rather,   added  they,    to  go  and 
wait  upon  him,  fubmiffively  offer  thy  fervices  to 
him,   and  take  fome  lucky  opportunity  privately 
to  revenge  the  injuries  he  has  done  thee.     The 
leopard  followed  their  counfel,  went  to  the  lion's 
court,  and  there  intruding  himfelf  into  the   ac- 
quaintance of  one  of  the  moft  favourite  domef- 
tics  by  a  thoufand  carefles,  engaged  him  to  give 
him  an  opportunity  to  difcourfe  with  his  mafler. 
When  he  had  obtained  permillion,  he  played  his 
part  fo  well  that  the  lion  found  him  to  be  a  crea-* 
ture  of  fo  much  merit,  that  he  conferred  a  very 
noble  employment  upon  him  in  his  court,  and  in 
a  very  little  time  the  leopard  fo  infmuated  him- 
felf into  the  lion's  favour,  that  the  firft  grandees 
of  the  court  began  to  grow  jealous  of  him.      But 
their  jealoufies  were  all  vain,  the  lion  found  him 
C  6  more 
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more  valuable  than  them  all,  and' in  fpUe  of  all 
their  idle  malice  treated  him  accordingly.  It 
happened  fome  time  after  this,  thatfome  extra- 
ordinary exigence  of  ftate  called  away  the  lion 
to  a  place  far  diftant  from  the  ifland  ;  b:;t  the  mo- 
narch, being  now  grown  lazy,  h?.d  no  mind  to  ftir 
out  of  his  delightful  abode  at  a  time  that  the  heat 
vvas  fo  exceffivc  :  this  the  leopard  perceiving,  he 
offered  to  undertake  the  voyage  himfelf;  and,  af- 
ter he  had  obtained  leave,  departed,  arrived  at  the 
place,  difpatched  his  bufmefs,  and  returned  back 
to  court  with  fuch  an  unexpei^ed  fpeed,  that  the 
king,  admiring  his  diligence,  feid  to  thofe  about 
him,  this  leopard  is  one  whom  it  is  impofTihle 
for  me  fufiiciently  to  reward  ;  he  contemns  la- 
bour, and  defpifes  hardfhip,  fo  it  be  to  procure 
the  welfare  and  peace  of  my  dom.inions.  Having 
faid  this,  he  fent  for  the  leopard,  highly  applaud- 
ed his  zeal,  and,  in  reward  for  his  fervices,  gave 
him  the  government  of  all  hir.  forefts,  and  made 
him  his  heir.  Nov/,  vizir,  had  not  the  leopard 
undertaken  this  journey,  he  had  never  regained 
his  iiland. 

The  minlfter,  now  finding  that  it  would  be  im- 
poffiblc  to  difluade  the  king  from  the  rcfolution 
he  had  taken  to  travel,  faid  no  more  to  hinder 
him,  and  he  foon  prepared  for  his  journey.  During 
his  abfence  ho  intrufted  thofe  vizirs  in  v/hom  he 
had  the  greateft  confidence  v/ith  the  care  of  his 
dominions,  and  charged  them,  above  all  things,  to 
be  kind  and  loving  to  the  people.  After  a  thou- 
fand  admonitions  of  this  kind,  and  a  ftri^t  cars 
that  none  but  people  v/orthy  their  o/Ece  were  loft 
in  truft  till  his  return,  the  glorious  Dabfchelim, 
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being  St  eafe  within  himfelf,  and  in  full  pence  of 
i^iind,  fat  forward  with  fome  of  his  courtiers  for 
Serandib,  where  he  at  length  fafely  arrived  after  a 
Icng  and  painful  journey.  When  he  hnd  given 
himfelf  the  refirefhment  of  a  fhort  repofc,  he 
b^gan  to  think  of  the  bufinefs  of  his  journey. 
He  fpent  firft,  however,  three  dcys  in  walking  a- 
bout  and  taking  a  full  view  of  the  city ;  then  lea- 
ving his  moft  curaberfomc  baggage  behind,  as  ?.l- 
fo  fome  part  of  his  train,  be  crolTed  the  mountain^ 
which  he  found  wonderfully  high  and  {leep,but  en- 
^  ironed  with  a  great  number  of  pleafant  gardens 
and  lovely  meadows.  When  he  had  now  crofled 
the  mountain,  and  was  defcending  on  the  other 
fide,  he  perceived  a  very  obfcure  den,  or  cavern, 
which  on  his  enquiry  the  inhabitants  of  the  moun- 
tain told  him  was  the  retirement  of  a  certain  her^ 
mit,  called  Bidpay,  that  is  to  fay,  the  friendly 
phyjician ;  and  that  fome  of  the  Indian  grandees 
called  him  Pilpay  ;  that  he  was  a  perfon  of  pro- 
found knowledge,  and  had  retired  from  the  world 
in  contempt  of  the  hurry  and  vanity  of  it,  and 
pleafed  himfelf  in  leading  a  folitary  life.  This 
highly  increifed  Dabfchelim's  curiofity,  who 
tlierefore  went  himfelf  to  the  m.outh  of  the  cave ;  and 
Pilpay,  feeing  him  approach,  went  out  to  meet  him, 
and  invited  him  in.  The  king  being  entered,  the 
old  bramin  befought  him  to  rell  himfelf,  and  beg» 
ged  leave  to  a(k  him  the  reafon  of  his  taking  fo 
long  snd  dangerous  a  journey.  The  king,  who 
had  fomething  of  a  prophetic  apprehenfion  that  he 
fiiould  meet  with  what  he  fought  for  in  his  con— 
verle  with  this  old  man,  recounted  to  him  the 
whole  ftory  of  his  travels,    his  dream,    the  dif- 
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covery  of  the  trcafure,  and  what  was  contained 
m  the  piece  of  white  fatin.  The  bramin,  then, 
with  a  look  of  the  higheft  pleafure,  told  the  king 
he  looked  upon  thofe  to  be  a  happy  people  who 
Jived  under  his  reign,  and  that  he  could  not  fuf- 
iiciently  applaud  his  having  contemned  the  fa- 
tigues of  a  tedious  journey  to  acquire  know- 
ledge for  the  felicity  of  his  fubjefls.  Then, 
taking  occafion  hence,  he  opened  his  lips,  like 
a  cabinet  of  precious  knowledge,  and  charm- 
ed Dabfchelim  with  his  admirable  difcourfes.  Af- 
ter feveral  other  thing??,  they  talked  concerning 
Houfchenk's  letter.  Dabfchelim  read  the  admo- 
nitions which  it  contained  one  after  the  other  : 
At  the  end  of  each,  Pilpay  gave  the  fables  which 
ferved  to  illultrate  them,  and  the  monarch  heed- 
fi-illy  kept  them  in  his  memory. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.        IL 

Tbat  ive  cugbt  to  avoid  the  infitiuatt^ 
ons  of  Flatterers  and  Back.- 

BITERS.. 

THE  firfl:  admonition,  faid'  the  monarch  to- 
the  bramin,  contained  in  this  moft  inefti- 
mable  legacy  of  moral  precepts,  iSj  That  kings 
ought  never  to  lijlen  to  falje  reports^  cr  the  infmua" 
ting  malice  of  flatterers^  which  never  produce  any 
thing  but  misfortunes.^  and  always  bring  an  ill 
end  to  fuch  as  hearken  to  them.  Whoever,  cried 
the  bramin,  obferves  not  this  command,  muft 
needs  be  ignorant  of  the  fable  of  the  Lion  and  the 
Ox.  Upon  which,  the  king  being  defirous  to 
hear  it,  Pilpay  in  the  following  manner  began 
the  fables. 


F  A  B  L  E    I. 

The  Merchant  and  his  lewd  Chil- 
dren j  leing  the  introduQion  to  the  Fa- 
ble of  the  Lion  and  the  Ox. 

A  Certain  merchant,  a  man  well  fkilled  in  the 
affairs  of  the  world,  falling  ficlc,   and  per- 
ceiving that  his  age  and  his  d/ftemper  would  not 

long 
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long  permit  him  to  live,  called  his  three  fons  toge- 
ther, who  were  very  debauched,  and  wafted  his  ef- 
tate  in  riot  and  diforder.  Sons,  (aid  he,  Iknowvou 
may  be  in  feme  meafure  excufed  for  thus  confu- 
ming  my  ellate,  inafmuch  as  that  ye  know  not 
what  it  colls  to  get  it :  but  it  becomes  you  to  learn, 
at  leaft,  that  riches  fliould  be  only  properly  made 
inftruuiental  to  acquire  the  bleffings  of  heaven 
and  earth.  There  are  three  things  that  men  of 
different  tempers  and  difpofitions  labour  for  in 
this  world  with  more  than  ordinary  vehemence. 
The  firft  is,  to  enjoy  all  the  pleafures  of  life  ; 
and  the  feekers  after  thefe  are  the  people  who  arc 
addidlcd  to  intemperance,  and  abandon  themfelves 
to  fcnfaal  Relights.  The  fecond  is,  to  obtain 
high  dignities  and  preferments :  thofe  who  en- 
deavour after  thefe  are  the  ambitious,  who  only 
love  to  command  and  be  admired.  The  third  is, 
to  acquire  more  valuable  and  more  lafting  joys,, 
the  joys  of  heaven  ;  and  to  take  delight  in  doing 
good  to  others.  Thofe,  who  place  their  happinef* 
in  thefe  noble  enjoyments,  defcrve  the  higheft 
admiration  and  applaufes,  -  But,  my  fons,  there 
is  no  way  to  attain  the  laft  great  end,  but  by -the 
means  of  wealth  well  got.  Now,  feeing  that 
what  we  feek  for  in  this  world  is  not  to  be  had 
without  money,  thaty  as  it  can  procure  us  whate- 
ver we  fearch  for,  muft  be  firft  of  all  acquired,  and 
moft carefully preferved:  butthcy,whojucetanef- 
tate already  got  to  their  iiands,  know  not  the  trou- 
ble of  getting  It,  and  that  is  the  reafon  tiiey  con- 
fume  it  fo  prodigally.  Therefore,  dear  children,, 
give  over  this  irreguhir  life,  take  care  ofyourfclvcs, 
and  rather  endeavour  to  incrcafe  your  cftates  than 
to  wafte  them  in  thefe  idle  extravagances.  Fa- 
ther, 
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ther,  replied  the  eldeft  fon,  you  command  us  to 
acquire,  but  ycu  {hould  confider  that  acquilltion 
depends  only  upon  fortune.  This  alfo  1  am  per- 
fectly convinced  of,  that  we  fh?Jl  never  v/ant  what 
h  deftined  us,  though  we  fhould  never  ftirafoot 
to  obtain  it:  on  the  ether  fide,  we  fhall  never  be 
mafl^rs  of  what  i?  not  ordained  for  lis,  though  we 
Ihould  torment  ourfelves  to  death  in  the  endea- 
vouring after  it.  I  remember  an  old  proverb  : 
Whenevsr  J  Jled  "juhat  deji'my  had  allotteii,  I  always 
met  with  it  j  but^  whenever  1  fought  for  that  which 
never  was  appointed  me.,  I  never  coidd  find  if. 
This  is  clearly  to  be  feen  by  the  fable  of  the  old 
king's  two  fons  ;  of  which  one  difcovered  his  fa- 
ther's treafures,  and  gained  the  kingdom  v/ith  lit- 
tle trouble,  while  the  other  loft  it,  though  he  did 
all  he  could  to  preferve  it.  The  father  on  this 
defired  that  he  might  hear  this  ftcry,  which  his 
fon  rehearfed  as  follov/s. 

FAB  L  E     II. 
'The   King  and  his  two   Sons. 

IN  the  country  of  Ardos*  there  lived  an  ancient 
king  who  had  two  fons,  both  covetous,  yet 
given  to  debauchery.  This  monarch,  finding  the 
infirmities  of  age  increafe  upon  him,  and  that  he 
was  hafting  to  tiie  other  v/orld,  and  confidering 
the  humour  of  his  two  fons,  was  much  afraid 
that  after  his  death  they  v.'ould  dlilipate  in  idle 
cxpence  the  vail:  treaiure  which  he  had  heaped 
together,  and  therefore  refolved  to  hide  it.  Witli 
-this  defign  he  went  to  a  religious  hermit,  who  had 

*Ardos   is  a  province  to  the  ncrth-eail  of  the 
river^iadus. 

retired 
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retired  from  the  world,  and  in  whom  he  had  a 
very  great  confidence.  By  the  counfel  of  this 
hermit,  the  treafure  was  buried  in  the  earth  near 
where  the  hermit  dwelt,  fo  privately  that  nobody 
knew  any  thing  of  it.  This  done,  the  king  made 
his  will,  which  he  put  into  the  hermit's  hands, 
with  thefe  farther  orders.  I  charge  you,  faid  he, 
yet  to  reveal  this  treafure  to  my  children  when 
after  my  death  you  fee  them  in  the  diftrefles  of 
poverty.  It  may  be,  added  the  king,  that,  when 
they  have  fulFered  a  little  hardfhip,  they  will  be- 
come more  prudent  in  their  condudl:. 

The  hermit  having  promifed  all  fidelity  in 
the  obfervance  of  the  king's  commands,  the  mo- 
narch returned  to  his  palace,  and,  in  a  fliort  time 
after,  died;  nor  did  the  hermit  long  fuivive 
him  ;  the  treafure  therefore  lay  concealed,  pro- 
bably for  ever  to  continue  fo,  in  the  hermitage. 
The  king  being  now  dead,  the  fons  could  not 
agree  about  the  fucceffion.  This  occafioncd  a 
bloody  war  between  them  j  and  the  eldeft,  who 
was  the  more  [K)werful,  utterly  defpoiled  his 
younger  broiher  of  Jl  that  he  had.  This  young 
prince,  tlius  deprived  of  bis  inlieritance,  fell  into 
a  deep  melaiicholy,  and  refolved  to  quit  the  world. 
To  itVAt  purpolc  he  left  tl:e  city,  and  calling  to 
mind  the  kiadncfs  between  his  f2.ther  a:id  the 
hermit.  There  is  no  other  way  for  me,  faid  he 
to  himfclf,  but  to  find  out  tliis  honefl:  man,  that 
I  may  learn  of  him  to  live  as  he  does,  and  end 
iny  life  in  peace  and  contentednefs  in  his  com- 
pany. With  tliis  refolution  he  left  the  city,  but, 
conung  to  iUc  horiT.ita,i;e,  fouiid  that  the  hermit 
was  dead.  Hewiis  gieatlyafSiftcdanddifnppoint- 
«d  at  this  unexpc*Sled  chance  j  but  at  length  came 
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to  a  refolutlon  to  live  as  he  had  done,  and  ac- 
cordingly made  choice  of  his  retirement  for  his 
habitation. 

Now  there  was  in  this  hermitage  a  well, 
which  had  been  ufed  to  fupply  the  place  with 
water,  but  it  was  now  dry;  to  enquire  into  the 
caufe  of  this,  the  unhappy  prince  ventured  to  let 
himfelf  dov/n  to  the  bottom  of  the  well :  but 
how  great  was  his  allonifhment  I  when  he  fav/  the 
lower  part  of  it  for  a  great  depth  filled  with  his 
father's  treafures.  On  finding  this  he  was  thank  - 
fu]  to  heaven,  and  wifely  took  up  a  refclution  to 
Jay  out  his  money  with  more  moderation  thaa 
he  had  done  before. 

On  the  other  hand,  his  brother,  who  fat  fecure- 
ly  revelling  upon  his  throne  without  the  care  of 
his  people  or  his  army,  imagining  with  himfelf 
that  his  father's  treafure  vi'as  hid  in  the  pa]ace> 
cs  he  told  him  upon  his  death-bed,  one  day,  ba- 
ins; at  v/ar  with  a  neighbouring  prince,  was 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  his  cxpedled  treafure. 
But  how  was  he  amazed,  after  he  had  fought  a 
long  time  and  found  nothing.  This  quite  difabled 
him  from  raifing  a  powerful  army,  and  threw 
him  into  a  very  great  fit  of  melancholy.  Hov.'- 
ever,  making  a  virtue  of  r.eccfiity,  he  mifed 
what  force  he  could,  and  m.arched  out  of  t*ie 
city  to  meet  and  enco'jnter  his  enemy.  The 
battle  was  obftinate,  and  this  king  and  his  ene- 
my were  both  {lain  ;  fo  that  the  two  armies  en- 
raged at  the  lofs  of  their  leaders,  ftll  to  butch- 
er each  other  with  equal  fury,  till  at  length  the 
generals,  having  agreed  together  that  it  would  be 
their  better  way  to  choofe  a  mild  and  gentle  king 
for  the  government  of  the  ftate,  went  and  found 
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out  the  young  prince,  who  was  retired  to  the 
hermitage,  condu6led  him  in  great  pomp  to  the 
royal'palace,  and  fet  him  upon  the  throne. 

This  fable  (hews,  that  it  is  better  for  men  to 
rely  upon  providence  than  to  torment  themfelves 
about  the  acquifition  of  a  thing  that  was  never  or- 
dained them.  When  the  young  man  had  ended 
his  fable,  all  this,  faid  the  father,  may  be  true  ; 
but  all  efFefts  have  their  caufes,  and  he,  who  re- 
lies upon  providence  without  confidering  thefe, 
had  need  to  be  inftruded  by  the  enfuing  fable. 


FABLE      III. 

The  D  E  R  V  I  s  E,  /i?£?  F  A  L  c  0  N,  and  the 
Raven. 

A  Certain  dervife  ufed  to  relate,  that  in  his 
youth,  once  paffing  through  a  wood,  and 
admiring  the  works  of  the  great  Author  of  na- 
ture, he  fpied  a  falcon  that  held  a  piece  of  flefli 
in  his  beak  j  and,  hovering  about  a  tree,  tore  the 
flcfli  into  bits,  and  gave  it  to  a  young  raven  that 
lay  bald  and  featherlefs  in  its  neft.  'I'he  dervife, 
admiring  the  bounty  of  providence,  in  a  rapture 
of  admiration  cried  out,  Behold  this  poor  bird, 
that  is  not  able  to  feek  out  fuftenance  for  itfelf, 
is  not  however  forfaken  of  its  Creator, who  fpreads 
the  whole  world  like  a  table,  where  all  crea- 
tures have  their  food  ready  provided  for  them. 
He  extends  his  liberality  fo  far,  that  the  ferpcnt 
finds  wherewith  to  live  upon  the  mountain  of 
Gahen*.  Why  then  ami  fo  greedy,  andv/herefore 

•  A  mountain  in  the  eaft,  famous  for  a  vaft  num- 
ber of  venomous  animals. 

do 
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do  I  run  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  plow  up  the 
ocean  for  bread  ?    Is  it  not  better  that  I  fliould 
henceforward  confine  myfelf  in  repofe  to  fome 
little  corner,    and  abandon  niyfelf  to  fortune. 
Upon  this  he  retired  to  his  cell,  where,  without 
putting  himfelf  to  any  farther  trouble  for  any 
thing  in  this  world,   he  remained  three  days  and 
three  nights  without  viSuals.     At  lad,  Servant 
of  mine,    faidthe  Creator  to  him  in  a  dream, 
know  thou  that  all  things  in  tliis  world  have 
their  caufes :    and,    though  my  providence  can 
never  be  limited,    my  wifdoni  requires  that  men 
(hall  make  ufe  of  the  means  that  I  have  ordained 
them.     If  thou  wouldft  imitate  any  cne  of  the 
birds  thou  haft  feen  to  my  glory,  ufe  the  talents 
I  have  given  thee,    and  imitate  the  falcon  that 
feeds  the  raven,    and  not  the  raven  that  lies  a 
fluggard  in  his  neft,    and  expe<fts  his  food  from 
another. 

This  example  fhews  us,  that  we  are  not  to  ' 
lead  idle  and  lazy  lives  upon  the  pretence  of  de- 
pending on  providence.  On  this,  the  elder  fon 
was  filcnccd,  but  the  fecond  fon,  taking  upon  him 
to  fpeak,  faid  to  his  father,  you  advife  us,  fir, 
to  labour,  and  get  eftates  and  riches,  but,  when 
we  have  heaped  up  a  great  deal  of  wealth,  is  it 
not  alfo  nccelTary  that  you  inform  us  what  we  fhall 
do  with  it  ?  It  is  eafy  to  acquire  wealth,  replied 
the  father,  but  a  difficult  thing  to  expend  it  well. 
Riches  many  times  prove  very  fetal;  an  inftancc 
of  which  you  may  fee  in  the  following  fable. 
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.      FABLE     IV. 

The  Countryman    and  Jeveral  Rats. 

THERE  was  once  a  certain  hufbandman, 
who  had  a  barn  full  of  corn,  which  he 
carefully  kept  clofe  locked  up  ;  not  far  from  this 
lived  a  rat,  who  long  laboured  on  every  fide  of  it, 
endeavouring  to  make  a  hole  fomewhere  to  creep 
in  at.  After  great  trouble  he  at  length  found  his 
way  into  the  barn ;  where  when  he  had  thorough- 
ly filled  his  belly,  amazed  at  the  vaft  treafures 
which  he  faw  himfelf  mafter  of,  away  he  ran, 
full  of  joy,  and  gave  notice  of  it  to  a  multitude 
of  other  rats,  his  neighbours,  telling  them  of  his 
jmmenfe  riches,  but  carefully  concealing  the 
place  where  they  lay.  On  the  news  of  his  good 
fortune,  all  the  rats  of  the  neighbouring  villages 
prefently  flocked  about  him,  and  made  him  a 
thoufand  offers  of  their  fcrvice,  fcraping  and 
cringing  to  him,  and  foothing  him  in  all  the 
excurfrons  of  his  fantaftic  humour.  •  The  fool, 
taking  all  this  for  reality,  grew  very  proud  qnd 
ftately,  as  believing  himfeu  to  be  fome  extraor- 
dinary perfon  ;  and,  never  confidering  that  this 
magazine  was  not  tolall  always,  began  moft  ex- 
travagantly to  play  the  prodigal  at  the  poor  huf- 
bandman's  coft,  treating  hii;  companions  and  flat- 
terers every  day  with  as  much  as  they  could  cram 
down.  At  this  junfture  of  time,  there  happened 
in  the  fame  country  fo  terrible  a  femine,  that 
the  poor  cried  our  for  bread  while  the  rat  lay 
wallowing  in  plcniy.  The  hufbandman,  now 
believing  it  his  time  to  make  the  bcft   of  his 
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corn,  opened  his  barn-door ;  but,  finding  a  moft 
unexpected  confumption  of  his  ftore,  he  fell  into 
a  pamon,  and  prefsntly  removed  what  he  had  to 
another  place.  The  rat,  who  looked  upon  him- 
felf  to  be  fole  mafter  of  mif-rule  in  the  barn,  was 
then  afleep,  but  his  parafites  were  awake;  and, 
feeing  the  hufbandman  go  and  come,  foon  began 
to  fear  there  was  fomething  the  matter,  and  that 
they  fhould  by  and  by  be  murdered  for  their  mon-% 
ftrous  robberies.  Upon  this  they  betook  them- 
felves  every  one  to  flight,  leaving  the  poor  culiied 
rat  faft  afleep,  not  one  of  them  having  gratitude 
enough  to  give  him  the  leaft  hint  of  the  danger 
that  threatened  him.  This  is  the  praftice  of 
your  fmell-feaft  friends  :  while  you  keep  a  plen- 
tiful table  they  are  your  moft  humble  and  obedi- 
ent fervants ;  but,  when  the  accommodation  fails, 
like  Tartars,  they  feek  for  other  paftures,  and 
leave  you  to  deftruclion. 

The  rat,  however,  foon  after  waking,  was 
amazed  to  find  none  of  his  pick-thanks  at  his  el- 
bow ;  he  left  his  hole  in  great  hafte  to  know 
the  caufe,  which  he  too  foon  found  out ;  for, 
going  to  the  barn  and  finding  all  was  gone,  not 
(o  much  being  left  as  would  fuffice  him  for  that 
day,  he  fell  into  fuch  a  deep  defpair,  that  in 
anger  and  diftradion  he  beat  out  his  brains 
againft  the  next  wall,  and  fo  ended  his  daysk. 
This  example,  Ibn,  fhews  us  that  we  ought  to 
live  according  to  our  income. 

The  fecond  brother  being  filenced  alfo  by  this 
ftory,  the  youngeft,  taking  his  turn,  faid.  Father, 
you  have  wal!  inftrucled  us  how  to  gain  money, 
and  to  guard  againft  the  foolifli  wafting  it ;  but 
now  pray  inform  us,  when  we  have  acquired  this 
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corn,  opened  his  barn-door;  but,  finding  a  moft 
unexpected  confumption  of  his  ftore,  he  fell  into 
a  palnon,  and  prefsntly  removed  what  he  had  to 
another  place.  The  rat,  who  looked  upon  him- 
felf  to  be  fole  mafter  of  mif-rule  in  the  barn,  was 
then  afleep,  but  his  parafites  were  awake ;  and, 
feeing  the  bufbandman  go  and  come,  foon  began 
to  fear  there  vvas  fomething  the  matter,  and  that 
they  fhould  by  and  by  be  murdered  for  their  mon^ 
ftrous  robberies.  Upon  this  they  betook  them- 
felves  every  one  to  flight,  leaving  the  poor  cullied 
rat  faft  afleep,  not  one  of  them  having  gratitude 
enough  to  give  him  the  leaft  hint  of  the  danger 
that  threatened  him.  This  is  the  pra6lice  of 
your  fmell-feafl:  friends :  while  you  keep  a  plen- 
tiful table  they  are  your  moft  humble  and  obedi- 
ent fervants ;  but,  when  the  accommodation  fails, 
like  Tartars,  they  feek  for  other  paftures,  and 
leave  you  to  deftru£lion. 

The  rat,  however,  foon  after  waking,  was 
amazed  to  lind  none  of  his  pick-thanks  at  his  el- 
bow ;  he  left  his  hole  in  great  hafte  to  know 
the  caufe,  which  he  too  foon  found  out ;  for, 
going  to  the  barn  and  finding  all  was  gone,  not 
fo  much  being  left  as  would  fuffice  him  for  that 
day,  he  fell  into  fuch  a  deep  defpair,  that  in 
anger  and  diftradion  he  beat  out  his  brains 
againft  the  next  wall,  and  fo  ended  his  daysk. 
This  example,  ion,  fhews  us  that  we  ought  to 
live  according  to  our  income. 

The  fecond  brother  being  filenccd  alfo  by  this 
ftory,  the  youngeft,  taking  his  turn,  faid.  Father, 
you  have  well  inftructed  us  how  to  gain  money, 
and  to  guard  againft  the  foolilh  wafting  it ;  but 
now  pray  inform  us,  when  we  have  acquired  this 
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wealth  you  fpeak  of,  what  is  to  be  done  with  it  ? 
It  is  to  be  made  ufe  of,  replied  the  father,  upon 
all  jufl  occafions ;  but  more  efpecially  for  the 
conveniences  of  life,  according  to  the  rules  of 
temperance  and  juftice.  In  the  nrft  place,  your 
expences  ought  not  to  be  fuch  as  afterwards  to 
be  repented  of  by  yourfelves,  or  condemned  by 
others  as  the  walte  of  prodigality :  and,  in  the 
/econd,  it  is  a  good  general  rule  againft  the  other 
extreme,  that  no  man  cuglit  by  his  avarice  to 
render  himfelf  hateful  to  the  world. 

The  father  having  thus  exhorted  his  children 
to  follow  his  counfel,  they  betook  themfelvcs  all 
three  ta  particular  callings.  The  cldeft  of  them 
turned  merchant,  and  travelled  into  foreign  coun- 
tries :  among  other  goods,  which  he  purchafed  for 
the  fake  of  trade,  he  had  two  oxen ;  both  the  calves 
cf  the  fame  cow,  and  both  very  fair  and  beautiful ; 
the  one  was  called  Cohotorbe,  and  the  other  Man- 
dcbe.  Our  merchant  took  great  care  to  feed 
up  thefe  oxen;  but,  bccaufe  his  journey  was 
long,  they,  in  fpite  of  their  good  feeding,  before 
they  arrived  at  the  end  of  it,  grew  to  be  weak 
and  lean.  While  they  were  in  this  poor  condi- 
tion, they  met  with  a  quagmire  on  the  road,  into 
which  Cohotorbe  fell,  and  fluck  fo  faft,  that  the 
merchant  had  much  ado  to  get  him  out  again  ; 
and,  even  when  he  had  got  him  out,  he  found  the 
poor  beaft  was  fo  weak,  that,  being  hardly  able  to 
ftand,  he  was  forced  to  leave  him  behind  with 
another  man,  till  he  could  recover  flrcngth  to 
continue  hii  jouniey  :  this  man,  after  he  had 
kept  him  three  days  in  the  defart,  grew  v.'eary  of 
his  charge,  left  Cohotorbe  to  feed  by  himfelf, 
aiid  fcnt  the  merchant  word  that  his  ox  was 
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dead*  In  a  f  ittle  time  after,  Mandebe  died  of  over- 
fatigue ;  and  Cohotorbe,  having  now  a  little^re- 
covered  his  flefh,  began  to  enjoy  his  liberty,  and 
ramble  from  one  place  to  another ;  and,  coming 
at  length  into  a  meadow  that  pleafed  him  very 
well,  flayed  therefor  fome  time,  living  in  eafc 
and  plenty ;  fo  that  he  became,  in  a  little  more 
tiqie,  as  feir  and  plump  as  ever  he  was  before. 

Not  far  from  this  meadow  there  dwelt,  un- 
known to  Cohotorbe,  a  lion,  who  made  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  woods  round  about  him  tremble, 
and  commanded  over  feveral  other  lions,  who 
believed  him  to  be  the  moft  potent  fovereign  in 
the  world.  This  powerful  monarch  of  the 
beafts,  near  whom  nothing  of  the  beef-kind  had 
ever  ventured  to  approach,  when  he  heard  the 
bellowing  of  our  ox,  which  was  a  noife  he  had 
never  heard  before,  was  feized  with  extreme  ter- 
ror, and  no  motive  could  fetch  him  from  his  den 
to  face  this  unknown  enemy.  Afhamed,  how- 
ever, to  difcover  his  fears  to  his  courtiers,  he 
pretended  an  illnefs  that  made  him  unable  to  ftir 
out  of  his  palace.  This  king  of  the  woods,  a- 
mong  the  reft  of  his  domeftic  fervancs,  had  two 
foxes  that  were  as  cunning  as  two  crocodiles,  one 
of  which  was  called  Kalila,  and  the  other  Damna; 
thefe  were  both  beafts  of  great  intrigue ;  but  the 
latter,  which  was  the  male,  was  more  proud  and 
more  ambitious  than  the  former.  One  day, 
fays  this  inquifitive  fox  to  his  wife,  Pr'ythee, 
deary,  what  is  it,  thinkeft  thou,  ails  the  king,  that 
he  dares  not  walk  abroad  as  he  ufed  to  do  ?  To 
whom  Kalila  anfwered,  Pr'ythee,  dear,  let  us 
never  trouble  ourfelves  about  thefe  matters  ;  it  is 
fufficientforyouand  me  to  live  peaceably  under  his 
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protedion  without  examining  what  he  does.  It 
is  not  for  us  to  prate  about  ftate-aftairs ;  and  let 
me  tell  you,  fpoufe,  they,  that  meddle  with  things 
that  no  way  concern  them,  are  in  danger  of  the 
fame  misfortune  that  befel  the  ape.  And  pray, 
replied  the  hufband,  what  was  that  ?  To  whom 
the  female  fox  made  this  reply. 


FABLE      V. 

^he  Carpenter  and  the  A.  p  e. 

AN  ape,  one  day,  fat  flaring  upon  a  car- 
penter who  was  cleaving  a  piece  of  wood 
with  two  wedges,  which  he  put  into  the  cleft 
one  after  another,  as  the  fpiit  opened.  The  car- 
penter foon  after  getting  away  to  his  dinner,  and 
leaving  his  work  half  done,  the  ape  would  needs 
turn  log-cleaver  ;  and,  coming  to  the  piece  of 
wood,  pulled  out  one  wedge  without  putting 
in  the  other ;  fo  that  the  wood,  having  nothing  to 
keep  it  afunder,  clufed  immediately  again,  and, 
catching  the  meddling  fool  faft  by  the  two  fore 
feet,  there  held  him  till  the  furly  carpenter  re- 
turned, v/ho,  without  ceremony,  knocked  him 
on  the  head  for  meddling  with  his  work. 

This  fable,  fpoufe,  inftruds  us,  that  we  ought 
not  to  mt-ddl:^  vvith  other  people's  bufinefs. 
Ah,  repli.  3  Danuia,  but  thcfe  are  but  foolifti 
flories  -,  and  let  me  tell  you,  it  is  not  for  thofe 
that  <erve  kings  to  be  idle :  they  muft  be  al- 
ways endeavouring  to  advance  themfelvcs.  Know 
you  not  the  fable  of  the  two  companions,  one  of 

which, 


J'a^^ji 


(     51     )  . 

which,  by  his  induftry,  obtained  a  crown ; 
while  the  other,  being  flothfui  and  faint-hearted, 
fell  into  extreme  mifery  ? 


FABLE    VI. 

^he  fji'o  Travellers. 

THERE  were  once  two  friends,  who  made 
a  refolution  never  to  leave  each  other.  la 
purfuance  of  this,  for  a  long  time,  they  always 
travelled  together.  But,  one  day,  as  they  were 
journeying  in  fearch  of  tlieir  common  advantages, 
they  came  to  a  deep  river  at  the  foot  of  a  hill  ; 
and  the  place  was  fo  delightful,  that  they  refolved 
to  refl  thsmfelves  by  the  ftream.  After  they 
were  well  refrelhed,  they  began  to  look  about 
them,  and  picafe  their  eyes  with  what  tliey  could 
diicovcr  moft  curious  in  fopleafant  a  place  j  and 
at  length  caft  their  eyes  upon  a  white  llone,  that 
contained  the  following  words  written  in  blue-- 
letters. 

Travellers,  we  have  prepared  an  excellent  ban- 
quet for  your  welcome  j  but  you  muft  be  bold, 
and  deferve  it  before  you  can  obtain  it :  what 
you  are  to  do  is  this  :  I'hrow  yourfelf  boldly  in- 
to this  fountain,  and  fwim  to  the  other  fide  ; 
you  (hall  there  meet  with  a  lion  carved  in  white 
ftone  ;  this  you  muft  take  upon  your  fhoulders, 
and,  without  flopping,  run  with  it  to  the  top  of 
yonder  mountain,  never  fearing  the  wild  beafts 
that  furround  you,  nor  the  thorns  that  prick  your 
feet ;  for,  be  alFured  nothing  will  hurt  you  :  and, 
2S  foon  as  you  get  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  you 
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'  will  Immediately  find  yourfclves  In  pofieflion  of 
great  felicity  :  but,  if  you  ceafe  going  forward, 
you  fliall  never  come  to  the  happinefs  ;  nor  fhall 
the  flothful  ever  attain  to  what  is  here  prepared 
for  the  Induftrious. 

Then  Ganem,  for  that  was  the  name  of  one 
of  the  two  companions,  fays  to  Salem,  for  fo  was 
the  other  called,  Brother,  here  are  means  prefcri- 
ted  us  that  will  put  an  end  to  all  our  pains  and 
travel ;  let  us  take  courage,  and  try  whether 
v/hat  this  flone  contains  be  true  or  falfc.  Dear 
brother,  replied  Salem,  it  is  not  for  a  man  of 
fenfe  to  give  credit  to  fuch  an  idle  writing  as 
this  appears  to  me  to  be  j  and,  in  a  vain  expecta- 
tion of  I  know  not  what  uncertain  gain,  to  throw 
himfelf  into  evident  danger.  Friend,  replied  Ga- 
nem, they  who  have  courage  contemn  danger 
to  make  themfelves  happy  ;  there  is  no  gathering 
the  rofc  without  being  pricked  by  the  thorns. 
Be  that  as  it  will,  anfwered  Salem,  it  is  but  ro- 
mantic valour  that  prompts  us  to  attempt  enter- 
prires,  the  end  of  which  we  know  not,  even 
though  we  fhoiild  fucceed ;  an  J,  if  we  arc  in  our 
fenfes,  we  mull:  fee  that  it  is  not  our  bufinefs,  for 
the  fake  of  a  dark  promife,  to  throw  ourfelves 
into  this  water,  that  feems  to  be  a  kind  of  an 
abyfs,  whence  it  may  not .  be  fo  eafy  to  get 
out  again.  A  rational  man,  brother,  never 
moves  one  of  his  feet  till  the  other  be  fixed.  Per- 
haps this  writing  may  be  a  mere  whimly,  the 
idle  diverfion  oi  fomc  wandering  beggar ;  or, 
even  if  it  ihould  be  real,  perhaps  when  you  have 
croflVd  this  river,  this  lion  of  Hone  may  prove 
fo  h:avy,  that  you  may  not  be  able  to  do  as  you 
aic  oidsred,  and  run  with  it,   without  flopping, 
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to  the  top  of  the  mountain.  But,  fuppofing  even 
*  that  all  this  v/ere  eafy  for  you  to  perform,  yet, 
truft  me,  it  is  not  worth  while  to  attempt  it ;  for, 
when  you  have  done  whatever  is  by  you  to  be 
done,  you  know  not  what  will  be  tlie  iflue  of 
your  trouble.  For  my  part  I  will  be  no  iharer 
with  you  in  dangers  of  this  kind,  but  fiiall  ufe  all 
my  rhetoric  to  endeavour  to  diiTuade  you  from, 
fiich  idle  and  chimerical  undertakings.  No  per- 
fuafions,  replied  Ganem,  (hall  make  me  alter  my 
refolutionj  and  therefore,  if  you  will  not  follow 
me,  dear  friend,  at  leaft  be  pleafed  to  fee  me 
venture.  Salem,  feeing  him  fo  refoiute,  cried  . 
out,  deareft  brother,  if  you  are  weak  enough,  in 
your  reafon,  to  determine  on  this  rafli,  and  to 
me  diftracled,  undertaking,  give  me  a  laft  em- 
brace, and  farewel  for  ever;  you  have  refufed  my 
admonitions,  and  I  have  not  the  power  to  ftay 
and  be  a  witnefs  of  your  ruin.  On  this  ^hey  took 
a  parting  embrace ;  and  Salem,  taking  his  leave 
of  his,  as  he  fuppofed,  unhappy  brother,  fet  for- 
ward upon  his  journey. 

On  the  other  hand,  Ganem- went  to  the  brink    , 
of  the  river,    refolving  to  perifh    or  to   win  the. 
prize.     He  found  it  deep,   but,  flrengthened  by 
his  courage,  he  threw  himfelf  in,   and  f.vam  to 
the  other  fide.     When  he  had  recovered  the  dry 
land,  he  refted  himfelf  a  while ;  and  then,  lifting 
up  the  lion,  which  he  faw  before  him,  with  all 
-   his  might  ran  with  it,  without  flopping,   to  the 
top  of  the  mountain.     When  be  had  reached 
the  topy  he  had  before  him  the  profpect  of  a  very 
fair  and  glorious  city,   which,  as  he  v/as  atten- 
tively viewing,  there  iflfued  from  the  lion  of  ftonc, 
'  fach  a  terrible  thundering  noife,  that  the  moun- 
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tain,  and  all  the  places  round  about  it,  trembled. 
This  noife  no  fooncr  reached  the  ears  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  city,  but  they  came  running  up 
toGanem,  who  was  not  a  little  aftonilhed  to  fee 
them ;  and  prefently  feme,  that  feemed  to  be  fupe- 
rior  to  the  refl  in  quality  and  degree,  accofled 
him  with  great  refpefl:  and  ceremony ;  and,  after 
they  bad  harangued  him  with  many  large  enco- 
miums, they  fet  him  upon  a  hoife  fumptuoufly 
caparifoned,  condu£led  him  to  the  city,  where 
they  made  him  put  on  the  royal  robes,  and  pro- 
claimed him  king  of  all  the  country.  When 
this  ceremony  was  over,  and  the  inhabitants 
feemed  all  very  wtll  pleafed  with  their  king,  the 
new  monarch  defired  to  underftand  the  reafon  of 
his  advancement :  to  which  they  anfwered,  that 
the  learned  men  of  the  kingdom  had,  in  regard 
to  the  future  happinefs  of  their  country,  by  vir- 
tue of  a  talifman,  fo  charmed  the  fountain  which 
he  had  crofled,  and  the  lion  of  flone  which  he 
carried  to  the  top  of  the  mountain,  that,  when- 
ever their  king  died,  any  one,  who  was  fo  adven- 
turous as  to  expofe  himfelf  to  the  hazards  he  had 
done,  and  brought  the  lion  fafe  to  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  had  this  reward  for  his  courage  ;  that 
the  lion  roared  out  fo  prodigioufly,  that  the  inha- 
lants, hearing  the  noife,  might  go  forth  in  fearch  of 
the  perfon  who  had  arrived  with  it,  to  make  him 
their  king.  This  cuftom,  purfued  they,  has 
been  of  long  continuance,  and  was  meant  to  en- 
fure  us,  for  our  king,  a  man  of  courage  and  re- 
folution  ;  and,  ftnce  the  lot  has  fallen  upon  your 
majefty,  your  fovereignty  is  abfolute  among  us. 
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1  have  rehearfed  this  fable  to  you,  fpoufe,  con- 
tinued the  rnale-fox,  to  let  you  underftaad,  that 
there  is  no  tafting  pleafure  without  trouble.  But, 
as  courage  and  refolution  you  Tee  are  the  fure 
ways  to  preferment,  I  have  refolved  never  to 
give  over  till  I  am  one  of  the  greateil  lords  in 
the  court.  Kalila  afiied  her  fpoufe,  on  this,  what 
means  he  intended  to  make  ufe  of  to  attain  his 
ends  ;  why  you  fee,  anfwered  Daoina,  that  our 
fovereign  lord  the  lion  feems  to  be  leized  with 
aftoniOiment,  and  great  uneaiinefs ;  now,  I  have 
determined  to  attempt,  at  leaft,  to  cure  him  of 
bis  difquiet.  How  cand  thou  prefume,  cried 
Kalila,  to  give  counfel  to  a  king,  that  never 
'wert  accuftoTied  to  the  cabals  of  princes  ?  P«r- 
fons  of  wit,  replied  Damna,  never  want  either 
the  rPiCans  or  induftry  to  accompli  Ji  their  de- 
ligns.  I  remember  tliat,  one  day,  a  handicraft 
tradefman,  who,  by  his  induftry  and  genius,  bad 
gained  a  kingdom,  received  a  letter  from  a  neigh- 
bouring prince,  wherein  he  expoftulated  with  the 
new  king  after  this  manner  :  Thou,  that  dUji  «/- 
ver  handle  before  any  other  than  a  chizzxl  or  afaw^ 
bow  darejl  thotf  prefume  to  govern  a  kln^Jam  ? 
To  which  the  carpenter  returned  for  anfwer,  he, 
that  gave  me  wit  enough  to  guide  a  faw,  will 
alfo  give  me  judgement  to  wield  a  fword ;  Vi/itli 
which,  I  doubt  not,  but  I  ftiall  be  able  to  chaf- 
tife  the  infolence  of  any  of  my  too  arrogant  neigh- 
bours. I  know  very  well,  replied  Kalila,  my 
dear,  that  you  have  both  genius  and  courage  ; 
but  let  me  put  you  in  mind,  that  kings  do  not 
always  cheriih,  with  their  favours,  thofe  who  have 
wit  and  merit  to  deferve  them  j  but  their  oldeft 
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(     56     ) 

Servants,  and  fuch  as  have  done  the  ftate  impor- 
tant iervice,  generally  are  the  people  who  have 
the  greateft  fhare  of  their  favours  j  and,  as  you 
are  but  a  new  comer,  and  indeed  none  of  the 
nioft  eminent  of  the  king's  fervantp,  v/hen  you 
confider  this,  (which,  believe  me,  is  the  true  fiate 
of  the  cafe,)  what  can  you  pretend  to  ?  Value  me 
not,  replied  Damna,  on  the  merit  of  what  I  am 
at  court  at  prefent ;  for,  let  me  tell  you,  1  hope, 
in  a  ftiort  time,  to  have  a  much  more  confide- 
rable  employment.  I  well  know  what  are  the 
methods  of  ingratiating  one's  felf  with  great  per- 
fons,  and  let  me,  for  your  own  fake,  inform  you, 
that  they,  who  aipire  to  be  admitted  into  the  ca- 
binets of  princes,  ought  to  have  five  particular 
qualifications :  Which  are,  never  to  be  in  a  pajfwn ; 
to  avoid  pride ;  not  to  be  covetous ;  to  be  fmcere ; 
and -never  to  be  ajhmjhed  at  the  changes  of  fortune. 
T'titi^  are  very  good  maxims,  replied  Kalila,  in 
all  itates  of  life  ;  but,  pray,  tell  me,  fuppofing  you 
were  advanced  to  be  the  king's  favourite,  what 
are  the  virtues  you  would  pradife  to  keep  his 
efteem  ?  I  would  ferve  him,  replied  Damna,  with 
a  perfedt  fidelity ;  I  would  punctually  obey  him  ;* 
and,  whatever  the  king  does,  always  believe  his 
intentions  good :  I  would  perfuade  him  to  do 
good,  by  laying  before  him  the  benefit  he  will 
receive  thereby,  anddifluadehim  from  doing  what- 
ever maybe  prejudicial  to  himfelforhis  king- 
dom. 1  find,  faid  Kalila,  thou  haft  refolved  to  go 
on  with  this  dcfign,  and  muft  needs  own  thou 
fccmeft  to  have  well  qualified  thyfelf  for  it;  but 
yet  let  me  warn  thee  to  have  a  care  what  thou 
doft ;  for,  it  is  a  dangerous  thing  to  ferve  a  prince. 
VV^ife  men  fay,   that  there  arc  three  forts  of  per- 
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fins  who  are  wholly  deprived  of  judgement 'y  they 
who  are  arnbitious  of  preferments  in  the  courts  of 
princes  ;  they  ivho  make  ufe  of  poifon,  to  Jheut 
tkeir  Jkill  in  curing  it  \  and  they  xvho  entrufi  women 
with  their fecrets.  A  king  is  well  compared  to  a 
high  mountain,  upon  which  there  are  mines  of 
precious  ftones,  and  alfo  numerous  herds  of  v/ild 
devouring  hearts :  it  is  a  difficult  thing  to  a'  ^oft 
thefe,  but  more  dangerous  to  inhabit  them.  Kings 
are  aifo  well  compared  to  a  wide  ocean,  wherein 
fea-faring  people  generally  either  make  their  for- 
tunes, or  perifh.  I  am  not  ignorant  of  all  this, 
replied  Damna  in  his  turn,  but  know  alfo  that 
kings  refemble  fire,  which  will  burn  thofe  that 
approach  too  near  it ;  but  let  me  alfo  teli  thee, 
wife,  that  he,  who  is  afraid  to  adventure,  v/ill 
never  ccxne  to  any  thing.  After  this  difcourfe, 
Damna  went  to  wait  upon  the  lion,  and,  as  foon 
as  he  approached  his  prefence,  made  him  a  pro- 
found reverence.  The  lion  took  immediate  . 
notice  of  him,  and  alked  who  he  was.  To 
which  fome  of  his  courtiers  replied,  that  he  was 
fuch  an  one,  and  that  his  father  had  a  long  time 
ferved  his  majefty.  Oh,  faid  the  king,  I  now 
remember  him. — Then  turning  to  Damna,  Well 
friend,  faid  the  monarch  very  gracioufly,.  where 

do  you  live  ? 1   fupply  my  father's  place  in 

your  majefty's  houfehold,  replied  Damna,  but 
?-  till  now  1  never  durft  preftime  to  appear  in  your 
roajefty's  prefence  with  the  offer  of  my  fervice. 
I  hope  your  majefty  will  not  difdain  the  oblation 
of  my  faithful  intentions,  though  I  am  the  meaneft 
and  unworthieflof  your  majefly's  fervants  :  dry 
wood  is,  fometimes,  as  m\ich  efleemed  as  a  beau- 
tiful tree.  The  lion  was  much  pleafed  with 
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Damna's  eloquence,  and,  looking  upon  his  cour- 
tiers, Wit,   faid  he,    refembles  fire,    which  will 
Ihew  itfelf  though  covered  with  afties.     Damna 
was  fo  overjoyed  that  his  compliment  had  pleafed 
the  king,    that  he  took  his  opportunity  to  beg  a 
private  audience  of  his  majefty  ;    and,  when  they 
were  together  j  Sir,  faid  Damna,  firft  let  me  im- 
plore your  majefty's    pardon  for  prefuir.ing  to 
fpeak  before  your  majefty ;    and  then,    if  1  may 
prefume  fo  far,    befeech  your  majefty  to  let  me 
know  the  caufe  of  your  melancholy  retirement  i 
for,  within  thefe  few  days,  I  have,  with  great  for- 
row,  obferved  your  majefty  has  not  been  fo  chear- 
ful  as  you  vi^ere  wont  to  be.    Fain  would  the  lion 
have  concealed  his  fear ;  but,  pleafed  with  Damna's 
winning  behaviour,  and  wanting  fome  one  to  un- 
bofom  his  grief  to,  he  determined  to  entruft  him 
with  the  fatal  fecret  of  his  fears,     Juft  as  he  was 
about  to  utter  the  caufe  of  his  troubles,   behold 
Cohotorbe  fet  up  a  moft  terrible  bellowing;  this 
fo  difordered  his  countenance,  that  he  found  him- 
felf  conftrained,  even  though  he  had  not  before  in« 
tended  it,  to  tell  Damna,  that  the  terrible  noife  of 
this  beaft,  whatever  he  was,  was  the  caufe  of  all 
his  difturbance.     I  imagine,    faid  the  king,  that 
the  body  of  the  beaft,  which  I  hear  bellow  fo  dread- 
fully, muft  be  proportionable  to  the  found  of  his 
voice ;  and  that,  being  fo,    it  is  in  vain  for  us  to 
think  of  refifting  him,  and,  indeed,  it  is  little  bet- 
ter than  madnefs  for  us  to  tarry  any  longer  in 
thefe  woods.     Is  this  all  that  troubles  your  ma- 
jefty, faid  Damna  ?    Nothing  elfe,  anfwered  the 
lion,    and  this  I  think  fufficient.     Sir,    replied 
Damna,  you  ought  not  to  quit  your  princely  ha- 
bitation for  this :  it  is  not  for  a  king  to  be  afraid 
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of  a  meer  found,  but  rather  to  fortify  his  courage 
with  fo  much  the  greater  refolution.  Thofe 
creatures  that  make  the  loudeft  noifes  are  not 
always  the  biggeft  nor  the  ftrongeft.  A  crane, 
as  big  as  he  is,  has  neither  ftrength  nor  courage 
to  encounter  the  fmalleft  hawk  :  and  he,  that 
fuffers  himfelf  to  be  deluded  by  bulk  of  body, 
may  likely  enough  be  deceived  as  the  fox  was. 


FABLE    VII. 
'The  Fox   and  the  Hen. 

THERE  was  once,  continued  Damna,  a 
certain  fox,  who,  eagerly  fearching  about 
for  fomething  to  appeafe  his  hunger,  at  length 
fpied  a  hen  tliat  was  bufily  fcratching  die  earth 
and  picking  up  worms  at  the  foot  of  a  tree. 
Upon  the  fame  tree  there  alfo  hung  a  drum, 
which  made  a  noife  every  nov/  and  then,  the 
branches  being  moved  by  the  violence  of  the 
wind,  and  beating  upon  it.  The  fox  was  jull 
going  to  fling  himfelf  upon  the  hen,  and  make 
amends  for  a  long  faft,  when  he  firft  heard 
the  noife  of  the  drum.  Oh  ho,  quoth  he, 
looking  up,  are  you  there,  I  will  be  with  vou  by  and 
by ;  that  body,  whatever  it  be,  I  promife  icyfelf 
muft  certainly  have  more  flefh  uppn  it  th^n  a  forry 
hen  i  fo  faying,  he  clambered  up  the  tree,  and  in 
the  mean  while  the  hen  mude  her  efcape. 
The  greedy  and  familhed  fox  feixed  his  prey,  and 
fell  to  work  with  teeth  and  claws  upon  it.  But, 
when  he  had  torn  o!t  tlie  head  of  the  drum,  and 
found  there  was  nothing  within  but  an  empty 
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cavity, — air  inftead  of  flefh  and  griftles,  and  a 
meer  hoUownefs  inftead  of  good  guts  and  gar- 
bage,— fetching  adeepfighj  Unfortunate  wretch 
that  I  am,  cried  he,  what  a  delicate .morfel  have 
I  loft,  only  for  the  fhow  of  a  large  bellyful ! 

I  have  recited  this  example,  concluded  he,  to 
the  end  your  majefty  may  not  be  terrified  with 
the  found  of  the  bellowing  noife  you  hear,  be- 
caufe  loud  and  ftrenuous,  for,  there  is  no  cer- 
tainty from  that  of  its  coming  from  a  terrible 
beaft  ;  and  if  you  pleafe  I  will  go  and  fee  what 
fort  of  creature  it  is.  To  which  the  lion  con- 
fented ;  neverthelefs,  when  Damna  was  gone,  he 
repented  his  having  fent  him.  For,  faid  the  mc- 
jiarch  to  himfelf,  I  fliould  have  remembered  my 
father's  excellent  rule,  that  if  is  a  great  error 
in  a  prince  to  difcover  his  fecrets  to  any,  but 
cfpecially  that  there  are  ten  forts  of  people  who 
are  never  to  be  entrufted  with  them.  Thefe 
are,  i.  Thofe  whom  he  has  ufed  ill  without  a 
caufe.  2.  Thofe  who  have  loft  their  eftates  or 
their  honour  at  court.  3.  Thofe  who  have  been 
degraded  from  their  employments  without  any 
hopes  of  ever  being  reftored  to  them  again, 
4.  Thofe  that  love  nothing  but  fedition  and  dif- 
turbance.  5.  Thofe  that  fee  their  kindred  or 
acquaintance  in  preferments  whence  them- 
felves  have  been  excluded.  6.  Such  as  having 
committed  any  crime  have  been  more  feverely 
puniftied  than  others  who  have  tranfgrefted  in  the 
fame  manner.  7.  Such  as  have  done  good  fcr- 
vice,  and  have  been  but  ill  rewarded  for  it. 
8.  Enemies  reconciled  by  conftraint.  9.  Thofe 
who  believe  the  ruin  of  the  prince  will  turn  to 
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their  advantage.  lo.  and  laftly,  Thofe  who  be- 
lieve themfelves  lefs  obliged  to  their  fovereign  thaa 
to  his  enemy.  And,  as  thefe  are  together  fo  nu- 
merous a  clafs  of  perfons,  I  vvifh  I  have  not  done 
imprudently  in  difcovering  my  fecrets  to  Damna. 
While  the  kiig  was  making  thefe  refleciions 
to  himfelf,  Damna  returned,  and  told  him,  with 
a  fmiling  countenance,  that  the  beaft  which 
made  fuch  a  noife  was  no  other  than  an  ox, 
that  was  feeding  in  a  meadow  without  any  other 
defign  than  to  fpend  his  days  lazily  in  eating  and 
fleeping.  And,  added  Damna,  if  your  majefty 
thinlcs  it  convenient,  I  will  fo  order  the  matter, 
that  he  (hall  be  glad  to  come  and  enrol  himfelf  in 
the  number  of  your  fervants.  The  lion  was 
extremely  pleafed  with  Damna's  propofals,  and 
made  him  a  fign  to  go  and  fetch  the  ox  into  his 
prefence.  On  this,  Damna  went  immediate- 
ly to  Ct)hotorbe,  and  aflced  him  whence  he 
came,  and  what  accident  had  brought  him  into 
thofe  quarters  ?  In  anfwer  to  which,  when  Coho- 
torbe  had  related  his  hiftory  at  large,  Damna  faid, 
friend,  I  am  very  glad  I  have  happened  to  fee  thee, 
for,  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  do  thee  a  fingular 
fervice,  by  acquainting  thee  with  the  ftate  of  the 
place  thou  haft  accidentally  wandered  into. 
Know,  then,  that  here  lives  a  lion  not  far  off, 
who  is  the  king  of  all  the  beafts  of  this  country, 
and  that  he  is,  though  a  terrible  enemy,  yet  a 
moft  kind  and  tender  friend  to  all  the  beafts  who 
put  themfelves  under  his  prote<5lion.  When  I 
firft  faw  you  here,  I  acquainted  his  majefty  with 
it,  and  he  has  gracioufly  defired  to  fee  thee,  and 
given  me  orders  to  conduct  you  to  his  palace. 
If  thou  wilt  follow  me,  I  promife  thee  the  favour 
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oF  being  admitted  into  his  fervice  and  protecf^ion  ; 
but,  if  thou  refufeft  to  go  along  with  me,  know 
that  thou  halt  not  many  days  to  live  in  this 
place.  So  foon  as  the  ox  but  heard  the  word 
lion  pronounced,  he  trembled  for  fear ;  but,  re  - 
covering  himfelf  a  little  as  Damna  continued  his 
Ipeechj-  he  at  length  made  anfwer,  If  thou  wilt 
jifiure  me  that  he  fhall  do  me  no  harm  I  will  fol- 
low thee.  Damna,  on  this,  immediately  fworc 
to  him  ;  and  Cohotorbe,  upon  the  faith  of  his 
oath",  conibnted  to  go  and  wait  upon  the  lion. 
Dam^ia,  on  this,  ran  before  to  give  the  king 
notice  of  Cohotorbe's  coming  ;  and  our  ox,  arri- 
ving foon  after,  made  a  profound  reverence  to  the 
king,  v/ho  received  hi.n  with  great  kindnefs, 
and  afked  him  what  occafion  had  brought  him 
into  his  dc^minions  ?  In  anfwer  to  which,  when 
the  ox  had  recounted  to  him  all  his  adventures, 
Remain  here,  faid  the  lion,  with  us,  and  live  in 
peace  ;  for  1  permit  all  my  fubje6ls  to  live  within 
my  dominions  in  repofe  and  tranquillity.  The 
ox,  having  returned  his  majefly  thanks  for  his 
kind  reception,  promifed  to  ferve  hirn  with  a 
real  fidelity  j  and  at  lefigth  infinuated  himfelf  in 
fuch  a  manner  into  the  lion's  favour,  that'  he 
gained  his  majefty's  confidence,  and  became  his 
nioft  intimate  favourite. 

This,  however,  was  matter  of  great  afflic- 
tion to  poor  Damna,  who,  when  he  fav/  that 
Cohotorbe  was  in  greater  efleem  at  court  than 
himfelf,  and  that  he  was  the  only  depofitory  of 
the  king'"  feciets,  it  wrought  in  him  fo  defpe- 
ratc  a  ji^  Ii -jfy,  that  he  could  not  reft,  but  was 
ready  to  iian^  himfelf  with  vexation.  In  the  ful- 
nefs  of  his  heart  he  flew  to  make  his  moan  to 
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Kalila.  O  my  dear  wife,  faid  he,  I  have  ta- 
ken a  world  of  care  and  pains  to  gain  the  king's 
favour,  and  all  to  no  purpofe  :  1  brought,  you 
may  remember,  into  bis  prefence  the  objeil  that 
occafioned  all  his  difturbances,  and  that  very  ox 
is  now  become  the  fole  caufe  of  my  difquiet. 
To  which  Kalila  anfwered,  Spoufe,  you  ought 
not  to  complain  of  what  you  have  done,  or  at 
leaft  you  have  nobody  to  blame  but  yourfelf. 
You  fhould  have  confidered  that  this  might  prove 
the  confequence,  when  you  undertook  this  enter- 
prize,  for  you  are  now  juft  in  the  condition  of 
the  dervife  who  left  his  habitation. 


FABLE      VIII. 
The  D  E  R  V  I  s  E   that  left  his  Habitation, 

A  Certain  king  once  prefented  a  dervife,  who 
was  a  great  favourite  with  him,  with  a 
very  rich  habit ;  of  which  a  cunning  thief,  in  the 
neighbourhood,  having  notice,  made  ufe  of  the 
following  ftratagem  to  cheat  him  of  it.  He  went, 
with  a  down-caft  look  and  demure  counte- 
nance, to  the  dervife  in  his  habitation,  and  pretend- 
ed an  earneft  defire  to  ferve  him,  and  that  the 
utmoft  of  his  ambition  was  to  attend  on  him  as 
his  mailer,  and  great  example  in  holinefs,  as  long 
as  he  lived.  The  dervife,  overjoyed  that  he  had 
got  a  novice  who  feemed  to  be  fo  pioully  inclined, 
moftwillingly  received  him;  but  the  thief,  taking 
the  firft  opportunity,  ftole  the  habit  and  carri- 
ed  it  away.  The  dervife,  milling  at  once  both 
his  rich  clothes  and  his  novice,    miftrufted  the 

bufiiiefs  i 


(     64     ) 
bufinefs  ;  and  fo,  leaving  his  habitation," refolved 
to  go  to  the  city  in  fearch  of  the  robber.     As  he 
travelled  upon  the  road,  he  met  with  two  rams 
that  were  very  furioufly  encountering  one  ano- 
ther, and  interchanged fuch  defperate  horn-blows, 
that  the  blood  ran  down  on  every  fide.     A  fox, 
who  v/as  a  witnefs  of  the  combat,  made  his  own 
advantage  of  it,    and  licked  up  the  blood  :    but 
at  length,   as  he  was  licking,  he  received  fuch  a 
terrible  blow  over  the  head  from  one  of  the  rams, 
that  he  died  on  the  fpot. 

The  dervife  ftopt  a  good  while  to  behold,  and 
moralife  upon,  this  accident,  and,  in  lhort,.ftaycd  fo 
long,    that,  when  he  came  to  the  city,    the  gates 
were  fliut.     A  good-natured  woman,    however, 
that  lived  in  the  city,    looking  out  at  window, 
and  perceiving   he  wanted  a  lodging,    called  to 
him,    and  offered  him  the  conveniency  of  her 
houfe.    The  dervife,  who  was  honeft  himfelf,  and 
therefore  fufpeifted  no  harm  of  others,  very  rea- 
dily accepted  her  kindnefs,  went  into  the  houfe, . 
and,  as  foon  as  he  was  entered,  thruft  himfelf  into 
a  corner  to  fay  his  ufual  prayers.     This  woman,, 
as  the  devil  would  have  it,    was  a  bawd,   and 
kept  a  bevy  of  pretty  girls,    whofe  favours  fhe 
fold  to  the  young  gentry  of  the  place.     Now. 
among  thefe  girls  there  was  one  who  was  fo  vio- 
lently beloved  by  a  young  gentleman,    and  of 
whom  he  was  fo  jealous,  that  he  would  admit  no- 
body elfe  to  come  near  her;  which  they,  who  were 
enamoured  of  her  as  well  as  himfelf,  took  fo  ill, 
that  they  perfuaded  the  young  girl  to  rid  her- 
felfofhis  company.     And  the  girl,   who  fear- 
ed him  more  than  me  loved  him,  liftening  to  the 
pcrfuafions  of  her  otlier  lovers,  made  her  jealous 
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tyrant  drunk,  and  the  fame  night  blew  a  poi- 
fonous  powder  up  into  his  noftrils  :  this  pow- 
der, however,  as  mifchief  often  rebounds  on  thofe 
who  occafion  it,  forcing  the  young  man  to  fneeze, 
the  ftrength  of  the  fternutation  blew  a  part  of  it 
into  the  courtezan's  mouth ;  and  {he,  not  being 
able  to  prevent  its  going  down  her  throat,  felt  the 
effedls  of  her  own  poifon,  and  died  the  fame  hour. 
'^I  iie  poor  dervife,  who  was  a  trembling  witnefs 
to  all  this,  was  aftoniflied  at  the  monftrous 
wickednefs  of  the  world,  and  thought  the  night 
extremely  long. 

As  foon  as  day  came,  he  made  hafte  to  leave 
fo  dangerous  a  place,  and  took  a  lodging  at  a 
(hoemaker's  houfe,  who  received  him  with  open 
arms.  The  fame  evening,  however,  the  hoft, 
being  invited  to  a  feaft  from  which  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  him  to  abfent  himfelf,  recommended  to 
his  family  the  care  and  good  ufage  of  his 
gueft. 

Now  this  fhoemaker's  wife  had  a  gallant, 
whom  fhe  was  extremely  fond  of;  he  was  hand- 
fome,  well-made,  a  man  of  fome  wit,  and  good- 
humoured;  this  loving  couple  met  frequently 
together  by  means  of  a  certain  old  furgeon's 
wife,  who  was  fo  cunning  a  folicitrefs  of  le- 
chery, that  fhe  could  have  reconciled  fire  and 
water  into  an  amorous  conjuniSlion ;  and  had 
her  tongue  fo  well  hung,  and  was  fo  perfect  in 
the  art  of  wheedling,  that  fhe  would  h'ave  made 
you  believe  a  flone  was  made  of  wax.  When- 
ever the  fhoemaker's  wife  knew  her  hufband 
was  fafe  abroad,  fhe  made  ufe  of  this  miftrefs 
Go-between^  to  give  notice  to  her  paramour  of 
his  abfence  ;  and  now,  believing  (he  had  an  ex- 
cellent 
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ccllent  opportunit}',  fent  her  awaj  forthwith  to 
tell  her  gallant  the  good  nev/s.  Away  comes 
he  upon  the  firft  intimation  :  but,  by  what  ill 
luck  I  know  not,  as  he  was  knocking  at  the 
door,  the  fhoemaker  arrived,  and  finding  the 
man,  whom  he  already  fufped^ed  to  be  the 
"rafter  of  his  forehead,  had  had  fuch  good  in- 
telligence, in  he  went,  and,  without  faying  a 
word,  beat  his  wife,  tied  her  to  a  poll:,  and  fo 
went  to  bed. 

While  the  moody  cuckold,  who  had  tired  his 
arms  with  bellowing  his  ftrap  upon  his  wife, 
was  faft  afleep,  and  dreaming,  1  warrant,  of 
rams,  flags,  oxen,  and  other  horned  beafts,  in 
comes  the  pious  Go-between^  the  furgeon's  wife, 
and  not  knowing  any  thing  of  what  had  hap- 
pened, and  having  found  out  the  fhoemaker's 
wife  in  the  dark,  'Slife,  fitter,  fays  (he,  why 
do  you  let  the  young  man  flay  fo  long  at  the 
doorl  for  fliame,  go  and  fetch  him  in.  To 
whom  the  difappolnted  bondwoman  anfwered, 
with  a  deep  figh  and  a  low  voice,  I  believe, 
fays  fhe,  fome  malicious  demon  or  other  fent 
my  hufband  back  from  fupper ;  for,  home  he 
came  in  fuch  a  rage,  that,  not  fatisfied  with  al- 
moft  breaking  my  bones,  he  has  here  tied  me  to 
a  port.  Now,  if  you  would  do  a  charitable  a£l, 
unbind  me,  and  ftand  in  my  place  a  moment, 
v/hile  I  go  and  beg  pardon  of  my  dear  friend  for 
having  made  him  flay  fo  long  ;  which  done,  I 
will  immediately  come  back  and  be  tied  as  I 
was. 

The  furgeon's  wife,  moved  with  compaffion, 
and  being  a  hearty  well-wiflier  to  the  fweets  of 
whoring,    made  no  fcruplc  to  put  herfelf  in  the 
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room  of  her  diftreiTed  neighbour,   who  immedi- 
ately went  to  keep  her  word   with  her  gallant* 
And  the  dervife,  who  had  heard  rJl  this  difcourre, 
now  no  longer  accufed  the  ihoemaker  of  cruelty. 

In  the  mean  time,  hov/ever,  as  luck  would 
have  it,  the  fhoemaker  waked,  and  called  to  his 
wife  ;  but  the  furgeon's  mate,  fearing  to  be 
known  by  her  voice,  made  no  anfwer ;  this 
put  the  fhoemaker  into  fuch  a  fury,  that  he  leap- 
ed out  of  the  bed,  took  a  knife  in  his  hand,  and 
at  one  flalh  cut  off,  as  he  thought,  his  viafe^s 
nofe,  and,  holding  it  in  his  hand,  Here,  faid  he, 
here  is  a  prefent  for  you  to  fend  to  your  wagtail 
in  a  corner. 

The  poor  furgeon's  wife,  though  in  the  utmoft 
agony,  durft  not  fo  much  as  figh  for  fear  ;  how- 
ever, quoth  fhe  to  herfelf,  this  is  very  hard  luck, 
for  me  to  fuffer  what  the  (hoemaker's  wife  de- 
ferves,  while  {he  is  toying  and  dallying  in  the 
arms  of  her  lover. 

The  fhoemaker's  wife  on  her  return,  you 
may  eafily  Imagine,  was  very  much  furprized  to 
find  her  faithful  help-mate  without  a  nofe  j  begged 
her  a  thoufand  hearty  pardons,  unbound  her,  and 
tied  herfelf  in  her  place,  while  the  furgeon's  mate 
returned  home,  carrying  her  nofe  in  her  hand. 

Some  hours  after  this,  when  £he  thought  her 
hufband  might  hear  her,  with  her  hands  lifted 
up  to  heaven.  Moil  powerful  Deity,  cried  fhe, 
who  knoweft  the  fecrets  of  all  hearts,  thou 
knoweft  that  my  hufband  has  abufed  me  without 
acaufe,  let  him  fee  that  I  am  a  woman  of  repu- 
tation, by  removing  from  my  face  the  deformi- 
ty with  which  his  cruelty  has  defaced  it,  and  re- 
iforing  me  my  nofe  as  it  was  before.  The  (hoe- 
maker 
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maker  hearing  thofe  words,  Vile  ftrumpet,  cried 
he,  what  wicked  prayer  art  thou  making  ?  knoweft 
thou  not  that  the  prayers  of  harlots  never  reach 
the  throne  of  heaven  ?  Prayers,  that  would  be 
heard,  muft  iflue  from  a  clean  heart,  and  undefi- 
ledlips.  Villanous  and  inhuman  tyrant,  cried  his 
wife,  rife  and  admife  the  puiflance  of  the  Deity,  and 
fheexcefs  of  his  goodnefs,  who,  knowing  my  in- 
nocence of  the  crime  for  which  thou  accufeft  me, 
is  pleafed  to  demonftrate  my  chaflity  by  reftoring 
me  my  nofe,  to  the  end  I  may  not  be  looked  upon 
as  a  v/oman  of  difhonour  in  this  world.  The 
Ihoemaker,  believing  fuch  a  miracle  impolTible, 
rifes,  lights  a  candle,  comes  to  his  wife,  and,, 
finding  upon  her  face  no  mark  at  all  of  the  cruel 
fa^Sl  which  he  thought  he  had  committed,  con- 
fefled  the  injury  he  had  done  her  to  fufpeil  her, 
begged  her  pardon,  and,  by  a  thoufand  carefleSj. 
flrove  to  make  her  forget  his  cruelty. 

The  furgeon's  wife,  on  the  other  hand,  who 
was  gone  home  to  her  lodging,  as  you  maj  well 
Relieve,  in  great  afflidion,  crept  foftly  into  bed 
to  her  hufband,  who,  when  he  waked,  alked  her 
for  his  cafe  of  inftruments,  that  he  might  go  and 
drefs  a  perfon  he  had  promifed  to  be  with  before 
day.  His  wife  was  a  long  time  feeking  what  her 
hufband  demanded,  and,  when  (he  faw  him  quite 
out  of  patience,  gave  him  a  fingle  razor,  which 
put  him  into  fuch  a  fury  that  he  flung  it  at  her 
head,  calling  her  a  thoufand  jades  and  baggages; 
It  was  hardly  day  when  this  happened,  which  fa- 
voured the  nofelefs  lady's  defign.  Prcfently 
therefore  flic  flung  herfclf  upon  the  ground,  and 
filled  the  air  with  loud  (hiieks  of  murder,  mur- 
der,  which  fetched  all  her  neighbours  in  an  in- 
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ftant  about  her ;  who,  feeing  her  all  bloody,  and 
without  a  nofe,  began  to  cry  out  Ihame  upon 
the  furgeon,  who  was  fo  aftonifhed,  that  he 
knew  not  what  to  fay,  nor  which  way  to  look. 
He  knew  not  whether  it  was  beft  for  him  to  deny 
or  confefs  the  fadl :  however,  when  morning 
was  come,  they  hurried  the  furgeon  away  before 
the  magiftrate,  and  demanded  juftice  on  him  for 
his  barbarity.  As  fortune  would  have  it,  how- 
ever, the  dervife  alfo  went  along  with  the  rabble, 
and  heard  the  cafe  ftated. 

After  the  witnelTes  were  heard.  Well,  faid  the 
judge  to  the  furgeon,  what  have  you  to  fay  for 
yourfelf  ?  What  was  the  reafon  that  you  abufcd 
your  wife  in  this  horrid  manner?  To  which 
when  the  furgeon,  feizied  with  aftonifliment,  flood 
mute,  not  knowing  what  to  anfwer,  the  judge, 
without  farther  examination  was  going  to  con- 
demn him  to  death. 

On  this,  the  dervife,  who  had  with  horror  and 
amazement  feen  this  and  the  other  adventures  of 
his  journey,  and  was  as  it  were  poflefled  with  the 
remembrance  of  them  to  fuch  a  degree  that  he 
could  not  forbear  continually  repeating  them  in  his 
mind,  cried  out.  Hold,  O  judge  !  fufpend  your 
judgement,  and  take  care  what  fentence  you  pro- 
nounce ;  it  is  neither  the  thief  that  ftole  my  gar- 
ments, nor  the  rams  that  killed  the  fox,  nor  the 
harlot  that  poifoned  her  lover,  nor,  laftly,  the 
fhoemaker  that  cut  oft  the  furgeon's  wife's  nofe, 
but  every  one  of  the  fufFerers  who  have  drawn 
upon  themfelves  all  thefe  misfortunes.  Then 
the  judge,  leaving  the  furgeon  and  addrefling 
himfelfto  the  dervife,  demanded  the  interpreta- 
tion of  this  riddle. 

The 
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-  The  (lervifej  in  anfwer,  gave  him  a  full  ac- 
count of  all  that  he  had  feen  ;  and,  moralizing  on 
the  whole,  Sir,  faid  he,  had  I  not  taken  the  rich 
garment  out  of  ambition,  the  thief  had  never 
robbed  me  ;  had  not  the  fox  thrown  himfelf  be- 
tween the  rams  out  of  greedinefs,  he  had  not 
been  killed;  had  not  the  courtezan  gone  about  to 
poifon  the  young  gentleman,  fhe  had  not  perifh- 
ed  herfqlf ;  and,  had  not  the  furgeon's  wife  fa- 
voured the  adultery  of  the  (hoemaker's,  fhe  had 
never  loft  her  nofe.  And  from  the  whole  this 
fhortleflbn  is  to  be  learned,  that  they  who  com- 
mit evil  cannot  hope  for  good. 

I  have  made  ufe  of  this  fable,  faid  Kalila  to 
her  fpoufe,  to  fhew  you  that  you  have  brought 
thefc  troubles  upon  your  own  head.  It  is  true,  i'aid 
Damna,  that  I  am  the  caufe  of  them  ;  this  I  am 
too  fenfible  of,  but  what  I  defire  of  you  is,  to 
prefcribe  me  the  rehiedy.  I  told  you  from  the 
beginning,  replied  Kalila,  that  for  my  part  I 
would  never  meddle  with  your  affairs,  and  now 
do  not  intend  to  trouble  myfelf  with  the  cure  of 
your  diflurbances.  Mind  your  own  bufmcfs 
yourfeif,  and  confider  what  courfe  you  have  to 
take,  and  take  it ;  for,  as  to  me,  I  have  plagues 
enough  of  my  own,  without  making  myfelf  un- 
happy about  the  misfortunes  that  your  own  follies 
have  brought  upon  you.  Well  then,  replied 
Damna,  what  I  fhall  do  is  this,  I  will  ufe  all  my 
endeavours  to  ruin  this  ox  which  occafions  me  all 
my  mifery,  and  fhall  be  contented  if  I  but  find 
I  have  as  much  wit  as  the  fparrow  that  revenged 
himfelf  upon  the  hawk.     Kalila  upon  this  defired 
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him  to  recite  that  fable,  and  Damna  gave  it  her 
in  the  following  worlds. 


FABLE      IX. 

^be  Sparrow  and  the  Sparrow-Hawk. 

TWO  fparrows  had  once  built  their  neft 
under  the  fame  hovel,  where  they  had  alfo 
laid  up  fome  fmall  provifion  for  their  young  ones ; 
but  a  fparrow-hawlc,  who  had  built  his  nefl  upon 
the  top  of  a  mountain,  at  the  foot  of  which  this 
hovel  ftood,  came  continually  to  watch  at  what 
time  thair  eggs  would  be  hatched ;  and,  when  they 
were,  immediately  ate  up  the  young  fparrows. 
This  was  a  mod  fenfible  afEiclion  to  both  the 
parents.  However,  they  had  afterwards  another 
brood,  which  they  hid  fo  among  the  thatch  of  the 
hovel,  that  the  hawk  was  never  able  to  find  them ; 
thefe  therefore  they  bred  up  fo  well,  and  in  fo 
much  fafety,  that  they  had  both  of  them  the  plea- 
fure  t»  fee  them  ready  to  fly.  The  fether  and 
the  mother,  by  their  continual  chirping,  teftified 
for  a  long  time  their  joy  for  fuch  a  happinefs  ; 
but,  all  on  a  fudden,  as  the  young  ones  began  to 
be  fledged,  thty  fell  into  a  profound  melancholy, 
which  was  caufed  through  extremity  of  fear  left 
thefparrow-haw^k  fhould  devour  thcfe  youjig  ones, 
as  he  had  done  the  others,  as  foon  as  they  found 
their  way  out  of  the  neft.  The  eldeft  of  thefe 
young  fparrows,  one  day,  perceiving  this,  defired 
to  know  of  his  father  the  reafon  of  his  affliction  ; 
which  the  father  having  difcovered  to  him,    he 
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made  anfwer,  that,  inftead  of  breaking  his  heart 
With  forrow,  it  much  better  became  hmi  to  jeek: 
out  fome  way,    if  poffible,    to  remove  fo  aan- 
gerous  a   neighbour.     All    the  fparrows  appro- 
ved this  advice  of  the  young  one ;    and,  while 
the  mother  flew  to  get  food,   the  father  went  a- 
nother  way  in  fearch  of  fome  cure  for  his  for- 
rows.'    After  he  had  flown  about  for  fome  time,  _ 
laid  he  to  himfelf,  I  know  not,  alas  !  what  it  is  I 
am  feeking.     Whither  fhall  I  fly  ?  and  to  whom 
(hall  I  difcover  my  troubles  ?  At  length  he  refol- 
ved,    not  knowing  what  courfe  to  take,    to  ad- 
drefs  himfelf  to  the  firft  creature  he  met,    and  to 
confult  him  about  his  bufinefs.     This  firft  crea- 
ture chanced  to  be  a  falamander,  whofe  extraor- 
dinary fiiape  at  firft  affrighted  him :  however,  the 
fparrow  would  not  alter  his  refolution,  but  ac- 
cofted  and  faluted  him.     The  falamander,    who 
was  very  civil,  gave  him  an  obliging  reception  ; 
and,  lookine^upon  him  with  a  fixed  eye,  Friend, 
faid  he,  I  difcover  much  trouble  in  thy  counte- 
nance ;    if  it  proceed  from  wearinefs,    fit  down 
and  reft  thyfelf;  if  from  any  other  caufe,  let  me 
know  it,  and,  if  it  be  in  my  power  to  ferve  thee, 
command  me.     With  that  the  fparrow  told  his 
misfortunes  in  fuch  moving  language  as  raifed 
compaflion  in  the  falamander.     Well,    faid  he, 
be  of  courage,   let  not  thefe  troubles  any  more 
perplex  thee,  I  will  deliver  thee  from  this  wicked 
neighbour  this  very  night ;    only  Ihew  me  his 
neft,    and  then  go  peaceably  to  rooft  with  thy 
young  ones  j  this  the  fparrow  accordingly  punc- 
tually did,    and  returned  the  falamander  many 
thanks  for  being  fo  much  concerned  for  his  mis- 
fortunes. ^ 
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No  fooner  was  the  night  come,  but  the  fa- 
lamander,  determining  to  make  good  his  promife, 
collected  together  a  number  of  his  fellov,?s,  and 
away  they  went  in  a  body,  with  every  one  a  bit 
of  lighted  fulpaur  in  their  mouths,  to  the  fparrow- 
hawic's  neft,  who,  not  dreaming  of  any  fuch 
thing,  was  furprized  by  the  falamanders,  who 
threw  the  fulphur  into  the  neft,  and  burnt  the 
old  hawk,  with  all  the  young  ones. 

This  fable  teaches  ye,  that  whoever  has  a 
delign  to  ruin  his  enemy  may  poffibly  bring  it 
about  let  him  be  ever  fo  weak.  But  confider, 
fpoufe,  cried  Kalila,  Cohotorbe  is  the  king's 
chief  favourite,  and  it  will  be  a  difEcult  thing, 
believe  me,  to  ruin  him  ;  where  prudent  princes 
have -once  placed  their  confidence  they  feldain 
withdraw  it  becaufe  of  a  bare  report ;  and  I 
prefume  you  will  not  be  able  to  ufe  any  other 
means  on  this  occafion.  1  will  take  care  how- 
ever, replied  Damna,  of  this  at  leaft,  that  it 
fliall  be  reprefented  to  the  lion,  that  one  of  the 
fix  great  things  which  caufe  the  ruin  of  king- 
doriis,  and  which  indeed  is  the  principal,  is  to 
negle*3:  and  contemn  men  of  wit  and  courage. 
That  indeed,^  replied  Kalila^  is  one  very  great 
one ;  but  what,  I  pray,  are  the  other  five. 
The  fecond,  continued  Damna,  is  not  to  piinifli 
the  feditious  ;  the  third  is  to  be  too  much  gi- 
ven to  women,  to  play,  and  diver fions  j  the 
fourth,  the  accidents  attending  a  peftilence,  a 
famine,  or  an  earthquake  ;  the  fifth  is  being  too 
rafli  and  violent;  and  the  fixth  is,  the  preferring 
war  before  peace.  You  are  wife  and  prudent, 
Ipoufe,  replied  Kalila,  but  let  me,  though  more 
£  fin>pl^ " 
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fimple,  advife  thee  in  this  matter  :  Be  not  the 
carver  of  your  own  revenge  ;  but  confider  that 
whoever  meditates  mifcnief  commonly  brings  it 
at  laft  upon  his  own  head.  On  the  other  iide, 
he,  that  Itudies  his  neighbour's  welfare,  profpers 
in  every  thing  he  undertakes,  as  you  may  fee  by 
the  enfuing  fable. 


FABLE    X. 

^beKiNG  who  from  ^savage  Tyrant 
became  benign  and  jiijl. 

THERE  was  once,  in  the  eaftern  part  of 
Egypt,  a  king,  whofe  reign  had  long  been 
a  courfe  of  favage  tyranny  j  long  had  he  ruined 
the  rich,  and  diftrefied  the  poor  ;  fo  that  all  his 
fubje6ls,  day  and  night,  implored  of  heaven  to 
be  delivered  from  him.  One  day,  as  he  re- 
turned from  hunting,  after  he  had  iummoned  his 
people  together  :  Unhappy  fubjedis,  fays  he  to 
tl|em,  my  condufl  has  been  long  unjuftifiable  in 
regard  to  you  :  but  that  t^-ianny,  v.  ith  which  I 
have  governed  hitherto,  is  at  an  ewdi^  and  I  afTure 
you  from  henceforward  you  ihall  li\c  in  peace 
and  at  eafe,  and  nobody  fiiall  dare  to  o;  prcfs  you. 
The  people  were  extremely  overjoyed  at  the  good 
news,  and  forbore  praying  againft  the  king. 

In  a  word,  this  prince  made  from  this  time 
fuch  an  altera; ion  in  his  conduct,  that  he  ac- 
quired the  title  of  the  Juft,  and  every  one  began 
to  blcfs  the  felicity  o$  his  reign.  Oiic  day, 
when  his  fubjcds  were -thus  fettled  in  hnpppincfs, 

one 
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•ne  of  his  favourites  prefuming  to  aflc  him  the 
reafon  of  fo  fudden  and  fo  remnrkable  a  change, 
the  king  gave  him  this  anfwer :  As  I  rode  out 
hunting  the  other  day,  faid  he,  I  faw  a  feries 
of  accidents,  which  threw  me  into  a  turn  of 
mind  that  has  produced  this,  h  ..  jy  change ; 
which,  believe  me,  cannot  give  my  people  more 
real  fatisfackion  than  it  does  myfelf.  The  things 
that  made  this  change  in  me  where  thefe ;  I 
faw  z  dog  in  purfuit  of  a  fox,  who,  after  he  had 
overtaken  him,  bit  off  the  lower  part  of  his  leg  ; 
however,  the  fox,  lame  as  he  was,  made  a  fliift 
to  efcape  and  ;;;et  into  a  hole,  and  the  dog,  not 
able  to  get  hir .  out,  left  him  there  :  hardly  had  he 
gone,  ho-.ve\  r,  a  hundred  paces,  v.hen  a  man 
threw  a  great  .tone  at  him  and  cracked  his  fkull ; 
at  the  fame  infant  the  man  ran  in  the  way  of 
a  horfe,  that  trrxl  upon  his  foot  and  lamed  ,him 
for  ever ;  and,  foon  after,  the  hcrfe's  foot  ftuck  fo 
feft  between  two  ftones,  that  he  broke  his  ancle- 
bone  in  ftriving  to  get  it  out.  On  feeing  thefe 
fudden  misfortunes  befal  thefe  who  had  en- 
gaged in  doing  ill  to  others,  I  could  not  help  fay- 
ing to  myftlfj  men  are  ufed  as  they  ufe  others  : 
whoever  does  that  which  he  ought  not  to  do 
receives  what  he  is  not  willing  to  receive. 

This  example  Ciews-you,  my  dear  fpoule, 
that  they,  who  do  ir.  fchief  to  ethers,  are  gene- 
rally punifhed  themfelves  for  it  when  they  leall 
expect  it :  believe  me,  if  you  attempt  to  ruin 
Cohotorbe,  you  will  repent  of  it ;  he  is  ftronger 
than  you,  and  has  more  friends.  No  matter  for 
that,  dear  fpoufe,  replied  Bamna,  wit  is  al- 
E  2  ways 
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ways  beyond  flrength,    as  the  following  fable 
will  convince  you.- 


FABLE     XL 

^Raven,  aF  oXj  and  ^Serpent, 

A  Raven  had  once  built  her  neft  for  many 
fcafons  together  in  a  convenient  cleft  of 
a  mountain;  but,  however  pleafing  the  place  was 
to  her,  fhe  had  always  reafon  enough  to  refolvc 
to  lay  there  no  more  ;  for,  every  time  fhe  hatch- 
ed, a  ferpent  came  and  devoured  her  young 
ones.  The  raven,  camplaining  to  a  fox  that 
was  one  of  her  friends,  faid  to  him,  Fray  tell 
me,  what  would  you  advife  me  to  do  to  be  rid  of 
this  ferpent  ?  What  do  you  think  to  do  ?  an- 
fwered  the  fox.  Why,  my  prefent  intent  is, 
replied  the  raven,  to  go  and  peck  out  his  eyes 
when  he  is  afleep,  that  fo  he  may  no  longer  find 
the  way  to  my  neft.  The  fox  dKapproved  this 
defign,  and  told  the  raven,  that  it  became  a 
prudent  perfon  to  manage  his  revenge  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  no  mifchief  might  befal  himfelf  in 
taking  it :  Never  run  yourfclf,  fays  he,  into  the 
misfortune  that  once  befel  thp  crane,  of  which  I 
will  tell  you  the  fable.  ^ 


FABLE 


An) 

FABLE    XIL 

^Be   Crane    and  the   C  r  a  y-f  i  s  k, 

A  Crane  had  once  fettled  her  habitation  by  the 
fide  of  a  broad  and  deep  lake,  and  lived 
wpon  fuch  fifh  as  ihe  could  catch  in  it ;  thefe  {he 
got  in  plenty  enough  for  many  years ;  but  at 
kngth,  being  become  old  and  feeble,  flie  could 
fifh  no  longer.  In  this  afflicting  circumftancc 
ihe  began  to  refle£l,  with  forrow,  on  the  care- 
lefTnefs  of  her  pall:  years  ;  I  did  ill,  faid  fhe  to 
her(elf,  in  not  making  in  my  youth  neceiiary 
proviiion  to  fupport  me  in  Tny  old  age  ;  bur,  as 
k  is,  I  muft  now  make  the  beft  of  a  bad  market, 
and  ufe  cunning  to  get  a  livelihood  as  I  can  ; 
with  this  refolution  ihe  placed  herfelf  by  the 
water  fide,  and  began  to  figh  and  look  mighty 
melancholy.  A  cray-fifli,  perceiving  her  at  a 
dilfance,  accofled  her,  and  aflced  her  why  fhe 
appeared  fo  fa:i  ?  Alas,  faid  (he,  how  can  I  other- 
wife  choofe  but  grieve,  feeing  my  daily  nourifh- 
ment  is  like  to  be  taken  from  me  ?  for  I  juft 
now  heard  this  talk  between  two  fiihermen 
paiTing  this  way  :  faid  the  one  to  the  other,  here 
is  great  (lore  of  fiili,  what  think  you  of  clearing 
this  pond  ;  to  whom  his  companion  anfwered,  no 
— there  is  more  in  fuch  a  lake  :  let  us  go  thither 
flrft,  and  then  come  hither  the  day  afterwards. 
This  they  will  certainly  perform,  and  then,  added 
the  crane,  I  muft  foon  prepare  for  death. 

The  cray-fifn,   on  this,    went  to  the  fifh  and 

told  them  what  Ihe  had  heard  :   upon  which  the 

poor  fifh,  in  great  perplexity,  fwatn  immediately 
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to  the  crane,  and,   addreffing  themfelves  to  her, 
told  her  what  they  had  heard,  and  added,  we  are 
now  in  fo  great  a  confternation,    that  we  are 
come  to  defire  your  proteaion.     Though   you 
are  our  enemy,   yet  the  wife  tell  us,    that 
who  make  their  enemy  their  fanituary,    ^'  j 
afiured  of  being  well  received  :    you  know  full 
well  that  we  are  your  daily  food  ;  and,  if  we  are 
deftroyed,    you,    who  are  too  old   to  travel   in 
fearch  of  food,    muft  alfo  perilh  ;    we  pray  you, 
therefore,  for  your  own  fake  as  well  as  ours,  to. 
confider  and  tell  us  what  you  think  is  the  belt 
courfe  for^us  to  take.     To  which  the  crane  repli- 
ed, That  which  you  acquaint  me  with  I  heard  niy- 
lelf  from  the  mouths  of  the  fiihermen  ;  we  have 
no  power  fufEcient  to  withltand  them  ;    nor  do  I 
know  any  other  way  to  fecure  you   but  this:    it 
will  be  many  months  before  they  can   clear  the 
other  pond  they  are  to  go  about  firft  ;    and,    in 
the    mean   time,    I  can  at  times,   and   as   my 
Ihength  v/ill  permit  me,  remove  you  one  after  ano- 
ther into  a  little  pond  here  hard  by,  where  there 
is  very  J^ood  water,    and  where  the  fiihermen 
can  never  catch  you   by  reafon  of  the  extraordi- 
nary depth.     The    filh  approved  this  counid, 
and  ddfired  the  crane  to  carry  them  one  by  one 
into  this  pond :    nor  did  ftie  fail  to  filh  up  three  or 
four  every  morning ;  but  Ihe  carried  them  no  far- 
ther than  to  the  top  of  a  fma'l  hiil,    where  ihc 
ate  them  :  and  thus  fhe  feafCed  herfelf  for  a  while. 
But,  one  day,  the  cray-filh,  having  a  defire  to 
fee  this  delicate  pond,    made  kjiown  h'^r  curio- 
iity  to  the  crane,  who,  bethinking  hcrfeU  that  the 
cray-fifti  was  her  moft  mortal  enemy,    re(olved 
to  get  rid  of  her  at  once,   and  murder  her  as  Ihe 
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had  done  the  reft.  With  this  defign  fhe  flung- 
the  cray-fifh  upon  her  neck,  and  flew  towards 
the  hill.  But  when  they  came  near  the  place, 
the  cray-fifh,  fpying  at  a  diftance  the  fmall  bones 
of  her  flaughtered  companions,  miftrufted  the 
crane's  intentions  i  and,  laying  hold  of  a  fair  op- 
portunity, got  her  neck  in  her  claw,  and  grafped 
it  fo  hard,  that  ihe  fairly  faved  herlelf,  and  ftran- 
gled  the  crane. 

This  example,  fays  the  fox,  (hews  you,  that 
crafty,  tricking,  people  often  become  vi6tims 
to  their  own  cunning.  The  raven,  returning 
thanks  to  the  fox  for  his  good  advice,  faid,  I  fhall 
not,  by  any  means,  negleil  your  wholefome  in- 
ftru£tions ;  but  what  {hall  I  do?  Why,  replied  the 
fox,  you  muft  fnatch  up  fomething  that  belongs 
to  feme  flout  man  or  other,  and  let  him  fee  what 
you  do,  to  the  end  he  may  follow  you  :  which, 
that  he  may  eafily  do,  do  you  fly  flov.'ly  ;  and, 
when  you  are  juft  over  the  ferpent's  hole,  let  fall 
the  thing  that  you  hold  in  your  beak  or  talons, 
whatever  it  be  ;  for  then,  the  perfon  that  fol- 
lows you,  feeing  the  ferpent  come  forth,  will 
not  fail  to  knock  him  on  the  head.  The  raven 
did  as  the  fox  defired  him,  and  by  that  meajis 
was  delivered  from  the  ferpent. 

What  cannot  be  doiie  by  l^rength,  faid  Damna, 
is  to  be  performed  by  policy.  It  is  very  true,  re- 
plied Kahla;  but  the  mifchief  here  is,  that  the 
ox  has  more  policy  th^n  you.  He  will,  by  his 
prudence,  fruilrate  all  your  projects,  and,  before 
you  can  pluck  one  hair  from  his  tail,  will  flea 
off  your  fkin.  I  know  not  whether  you  have 
ever  heard  of  the  fable  of  the  rabbit,  the  fox, 
£  4  an4 
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and  the  wolf ;  if  not,  I  will  tell  it  you,  that  you 
may  make  your  advantage   of  it  in  the  prefent 
cafe. 


FABLE     XIII. 
^Tbe  Rabbi t,  ibe  Fox,  and  fbeWoL r. 

A  Hungry  wolf  once  fpied  a  rabbit  feeding 
at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  and  wss  foon  pre- 
paring to  feize  him.  The  rabbit,  perceiving  him, 
would  have  faved  his  life  by  flight ;  but  the  wolf 
threw  himfelf  in  his  way,  and  flopped  his  efcape  : 
fo  that,  feeing  himfelf  in  the  power  of  die  wolf, 
fubmiflivc  and  proftrate  at  his  feet,  he  gave  him 
ail  the  good  words  he  could  think  of.  I  know, 
faid  he,  that  the  king  of  all  creatures  wants  a 
fupply  to  appeafe  his  hunger,  and  that  he  is  now 
ranging  the  fields  in  fearch  of  food ;  but  I  am 
but  an  infignificant  morfel  for  his  royal  flromach  : 
therefore  let  him  be  pleafed  to  take  m}  informa- 
tion. About  a  furlong  from  hence  lives  a  fox 
that  is  fit  and  plump,  and  whofe  flefh  is  as  white 
as  a  capon's:  fucft  a  prey  will  do  your  majefty's 
bufinefs.  If  you  pleafe  I  will  go  and  give  him  a 
vifit,  and  engage  him  to  come  forth  out  ol"  his 
hole  :  then,  if  he  prove  to  your  liking,  you  may 
devour  him  j  if  not  it  will  be  my  j^^lory  that  I  iiad 
the  honour  of  not  dyijig  in  vain,  but  being  a  imall 
brcakfaft  for  your  nirijefty. 

Thus,  over- perfuaded,  the  wolf  gave  the  rab- 
bit leave  to  feek  out  the  fox,  and  followed  nim 
at  the  lieels.     The  rabbit  left  the  wolf  at  the 
Ciitrance  of  the  hole,  and  -crept  in  himlelf,    over- 
joyed 
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joyed  that  he  had  fuch  an  opportunity  -to  revenge 
himfelf  on  the  fox,  from  whom  he  had  received 
an  affront,  which  he  had  for  a  long  time  pre- 
tended to  have  forgot.  He  made  him  alow  con- 
gee, and  gave  him  great  proteftatiortsof  his  friend- 
fhip.  On  the  other  fide,  the  fox  was  no  lefs  o- 
bliging  in  his  anfwers  to  the  rabbit's  civilities, 
and  afked  him  what  good  wind  had  blown  him 
thithei'.  Only  the  great  defire  I  had  to  fee  your 
worlhip,  replied  the  rabbit,  and  there  is  o:;e  of 
rhy  relations  at  the  door,  who  is  no  lefs  ambi- 
tious to  kifs  your  hands,  but  he  dare?  not  enter 
without  your  permiffion.  The  fox,  on  this, 
miftrufling  there  was  f  >mething  more' than  ordi- 
riary  in  all  this  civility,  faid  to  himfelf,  I  fhall 
find  the  bottom  of  all  this  prefe/itly,  and  then, 
if  it  prove  as  I  fufpe«5f,  J  will  take  care  to  pay 
this  pietended  friend  of  mine  in  his  own  coin. 
However,  not  feeming  to  tekeany  notice  of 
what  be  fufpected.  Sir,  faid  hi  to  the  rabbit, 
your  friend  fiiall  be  moft  welcome,  he  does 
me  too  much  honour but, added  he,  I  muft  en- 
treat you  to  let  me  put  my  chamber  in  a  little 
better  ■  order  to  receive  him.  The  rabbit  too 
much  perfuaded  of  the  good  fuccefs  of  his  enter- 
prize,  Puh,  puh,  faid  he,  my  relation  is  one  that 
never  (lands  up'^n  ceremonies,  and  fo  went  out 
ro  give  the  wolf  notice  that  the  fox  was  fallen  into 
the  fnare.  The  wolf  thought  he  had  the  fox  faff 
alreadv,  and  the  rabbit  believed  hiirfeif  quite 
out  of  danger,  as  having  done  the  wolf  fuch  a 
piece  of  good  fervice.  But  the  fox  was  too 
fharp  fighted  to  be  thus  trepanned  out  of  his 
life.  He  had,  at  the  entrance  of  his  hole,  a  very 
deep  trench,  which  he  had  digged  on  purpofe  to 
guard  him  againft  furprizes  of  this  nature.  Pre- 
K  5  fently. 
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fently,  therefore,  he  took  away  the  planks,  whick 
he  hud  iaiu  for  tue  convenience  of  thofc  that  came 
to  vilit  h;  ■  ,  covered  the  trench  with  a  little 
ear:h  and  lir.vvv,  and  fct  open  a  buck  door  in  cafe 
ol"  iieceiilcy ;  and,  having  thus  prepared  all  things, 
he  deiired  tiie  rabbit  and  his  friend  to  walk  in. 
Btit,  initead  of  thefuccefs  of  their  plot,  the  two 
vifitors  found  thenifelves,  before  they  expelled  it, 
in  the  bottom  of  a  very  dctp  pit,  and  the  wolfj 
imagining  that  the  rabbit  had  a  hand  in  the  con- 
trivance, in  the  heat  of  his  fury  tore  him  t« 
pieces. 

By  this  you  fee,  that  finefle  and  policy  fignify 
nothing,  where  you  hav«  pei"fons  of  wit  and  pru- 
dence to  deal  with.  It  is  very  true,  faid  Damna, 
but  the  ox  is  now  proud  of  his  preferment,  and 
thoughtlcfs  of  danger,  at  leaft  from  me ;  for  h© 
has  not  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  my  hatred.  A  rab- 
bit, wifer  than  that  you  have  been  fpeaking  of, 
once  undertook  the  ruin  of  a  lion,  and  you  fhall 
•  fee  how  he  brought  it  about. 


FABLE      XIV. 
T'he  Lion    and  the  Rabbit. 

IN  the  neighbourhood  of  Mianftol*  there  was 
a  very  delightful  meadow,  where  feveral  wild 
beafts  had  taken  up  their  habitacioiis,  by  rcafoa 
of  the  pleafantnefs  of  the  place.  Among  thofe 
creatures  there  was  a  furious  lion,  who  dif^urb- 
cd  the  peace  of  all  the  reft  w'th  his  continual 

*  Mianftol  is  a  largt  traft  of  country  on  the  banks 
of  the  Ganges,  uninhabited,  _  except  by  a  great 
number  of  wild  beafts. 

murders. 
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murders.  In  order  to  remedy  this  dreadful  evil, 
one  day  they  met  all  together,  went  to  wait 
upon  the  lion,  and  layed  their  cafe  before  him  ; 
that  tliey  were  his  fubjeds,  and,  in  confequence, 
that  it  no  way  became  him  to  make,  every  day, 
fuch  dreadful  {laughters  among  them,  of  whole 
families  together.  You  feek  after  us,  added 
they,  to  rule  over  us  ;  but,  though  we  are  proud 
of  a  king  of  fo  much  valour,  yet,  ia  fear,  we 
avoid  you  j  would  you  live  peaceably  with  us, 
and  enjoy  your  quiet  by  letting  us  alone,  we 
would  brmg  you  every  morning  fufficient  and 
delicate  food,  nor  fiioulu  you  ever  want  to  crown ' 
your  meals  with  a  fiiifkct  of  tame  and  wild  ft)wl, 
and  you  Ihould,  yourielf,  never  be  put  to  the 
toil  of  aunting.  f  he  lion  readily  accepted  this 
propofal,  and  the  beafts  caft  lots  every  morning, 
and  he,  upon  wnom  the  lot  fdl,  was  appointed  to 
hunt  for  tlie  lion. 

One  day  the  lot  fell  upon  a  rabbit,  who  fee- 
ing he  could  not  avoid  it,  afcer  he  had  fummoned 
all  the  beaits  together,  faid  to  them,  You  fee  how 
miferable  a  life  it  is  we  lead  here ;  either  we  muft 
be  eaten  ourfelves,  or  fpend  our  labour  to  feed  a 
churlifh  matter.  Now  hear  what  1  have  to  pro- 
pofe ;  do.you  but  ftand  by  me,  and  I  will  certain- 
ly deliver  you  from  this  cruel  tyrant  that  reigns 
over  us.  To  this  they  all  unanimoufly  anfwered, 
that  they  would  do  their  utmoft.  Upon  this  the 
rabbit  ftayed  in  his  hole  till  the  hour  of  dinner 
was  patt,  and  made  no  provifion  for  the  lion. 
By  this  time  the  lion's  anger  augmented  with  his 
appetite  ;  he  laftied  the  ground  with  his  tail,  and 
atlength  perceiving  the  rabbit,Whence  come  you, 
faid  he,  and  what  are  my  fubjecls  doing  ?  Do 
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theyfuppofc,  I  accepted  their  propofal,  and  fpared 
their  lives,    to  be  kept  without  victuals  by  their 
itHenefs  ?  Be  aflured,  if  I  wait  much  longer,  thejr 
(hall,  feme  of  them,  feverely  pay  for  it.     May  it 
pleafe  pour  majefty  hear  me,    anfwered  the  rab- 
bit, bowing  to  him  with  a  profound  refpedl;  your 
fubjedts,  facred  fir,  have  not  been  wanting  in  their 
duty  J    they  fent  me  hither  to  bring  your  ma- 
jefty your  accuftomed  provifion ;    but  I  met  a 
Jion  by  the  way  who  took  it  from  me.     I  told 
him,  when  he  feized  it,  that  it  was  for  the  king: 
to  which  he  moft  infoiently  anfwered,  that  there 
was  no  other  king  in  this  country  but  himfelf. 
Struck- dumb  with  this  monftrous  behaviour,    I 
left  him,  and  ran  to  inform  your  majerty  of  this 
heinous  piece  of  infolence.     The  lion,    on  this, 
Hirioufly  turning  about  his  burning eyes,^ried  out. 
Who  is  this  audacious  ufurper  that  dares  to  lay  his 
paw  upon  my  food,    which  my  fuhjefts  had  la- 
boured to  provide  for  me  ?    can 'ft  thou  fhew  me 
where  the  audacious  traitor  lives  ?    Yes  fir,    re- 
plied the  rabbit,    if  you  will  be  plc?-fed  to  follow 
me.     The  lion,  breathing  revenge  and  deftruc- 
tion,    followed  the  wily  rabbit ;    and  when  they 
came  to  a  well  that  was  fuil  of  clear  water,    fir, 
faid  the   rabbit,   your  enemy  lives   in  this  well, 
I  dare  not  fhew  him  you,  but  only  be  pleafed  to 
look  in  yourfclf,    and  you   will  fee  him  :    have 
a  care,  however,    that  you  arc  not  firft  aflailed. 
With  that  the  lion  went  ftalking  to  the  well, 
and,  feeing  tlie  rcflevSlion  of  his  own  image,  which 
he  took  to  be  anothor  lion  in  the   water    that 
had  devoured  his  food,   enflamed  with  anger  he 
flung  himfelf  into  the  well  to  encounter  this  mor- 
tal foe,  and  there  was  drowned  himfelf. 

This 
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This  feble  (hews  you,  that  a  ftrong  perlbn  mzj 
he  deftroyed  by  one  thit  is  much  weaker,  when 
he  is  not  miftVufted.  Well,  well,  faid  Kiilila, 
if  you  can  ruin  the  ox  without  doing  tiie'  lion 
any  harm,  go  on  and  profper  j  if  not,  I  advife 
jpu  to  give  over  your  ent^rprife  :  for  it  does 
not  become  a  fubjedV,  for  his  own  private  intereftr 
and  repofe,  to  luiter  any  niifchief  to  befal  his 
prince. 

Here  the  confabulation  between  Damna  and 
Kalila  ended ;  and  Damna,  having  taken  leave  of 
his  wife,  abfented  himfelf  for  force  time  from 
the  lion's  court.  Afterwards  he  returned,  and 
affefling  an  air  of  fadnefs  before  his  majelly, 
Honeft  Damna,  faid  the  king  to  him,  whence 
comeft  thou  ?  where  haft  thou  been  this  long 
time  ?  Any  n°ws  abroad  ?  Yes,  fir,  an  fever- 
ed Damna  with  a  deep  figh,  news  indeed  •, 
fuch  nev/s  as  I  dread  to  fpeak,  yet  fuch  as 
your  majefty  ought  to  hear.  On  this  the  kine, 
Itarting  for  fear,  cried  out,  What  is  it  ?  I  beg 
your  majefty,  replied  Damna,  fnice  you  will 
hear  it,  will  be  pleafed  to  grant  me  a  pri- 
vate audience.  Affairs  of  importance  ought 
never  to  be  delayed,  replied  the  king  ;  and  fo, 
commanding  the  room  to  be  immediately  cleared, 
ordered  Damna  to  fpeak  what  he  had  to  fay. 
It  is  requiute,  faid  that  wily  minifter,  that  the 
bearer  or  ill  news  {hould  have  the  addrefs  to  give 
it  an  allay  ;  and  it  is  alfo  moft  neceflary,  that  he, 
to  whom  it  is  reported,  fliould  be  able  to  judge 
whether  the  perfon  who  makes  the  report  be 
woriny  to  be  credited,  or  whether  he  fpeak  falfely 
and  for  the  fake  of  his  own  intereft ;  and,  if  he  be 
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worthy  to  be  believed,  he  ought  to  be  entirely 
confided  in,  when  his  dilcourfe  may  be  advan- 
tageous to  the  public,  or,  what  is  yot  of  greater 
confequsnce,  to  thefovtrei<n  himielf.  On  this 
the  lion  interiupting  him,  Thou  kuoweft,  laid  he, 
that  I  have  experieaced  thy  fideiuy,  and  therefore 
fpeak  bolJly  what  tr.ou  halt  to  lay.  Yhe  purity 
of  my  intention^,  (.cntinued  Damna,  have  made 
me  to  allume  this  boldncls,  and  [  am  more  than 
happy  to  be  known  to  your  maje^y.  1  quellion 
not  fhy  zeJ,  faid  the  lion  ;  but  pr'vthee  come  to 
the  news  \/hich  it  fo  much  concerns  me  to 
kno.v. 

When  Damna  perceived  the  good  fuccefs  of 
his  flatteries,  and  thai  the  king  nad  conhdence 
in  him,  he  tims  began  \is  difcurfe.  Sir,  faid 
he,  I  am  forry  to  relate  ir,  but  rri)-  excelleiUly 
edeemed  friend,  and  ycur  majefty's  great  fa- 
vourite, Cohotorbe,  has  daily  conferences  witli 
the  grandees  and  chieftains  of  your  army,  and 
I  know  tiiat  in  them  he  improves  e  ery  circum- 
ftance,  as  much  as  lies  in  his  power,  lo  your  ma- 
jefty's prejudice ;  which  makes  m^e  believe  he  has 
fome  design  upon  your  facred  perfon.  I  grieve 
to  tell  this,  and  am  not  lefs  aitonifhed  than  angry, 
when  i  rcfledl  that  he  (hould  fo  ungratefully  abufe 
your  favours,  and  the  particular  friendlhip  with 
which  you  are  pleaied  to  honour  him.  Datnna, 
cried  the  lion,  take  care  what  thou  fayefi ; 
thou  art  accuftng  one  of  whom  I  have  a  fettled 
good  opinion:  but,  if  this  be  true,  what  courfe 
is  to  be  taken  ?  Sir,  replied  l])amna,  there  are  two 
forts  of  people  in  the  world,  the  one  fage  and 
prudent,  the  other  rafti  and  inconfiderate.  The 
iail  are  always  at  a  lofs,  when  any  accident  be- 
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fals  them  ;  the  other  always  forefee  things,  and 
therefore  nothing  moves  them,  whatever  happens. 
We  ought,  fir,  to  imitate 'their  prudence,  and 
fecure  ourfelves  from  dan  .',er,  fo  foon  as  we  have 
the  lead  notice  or  intimation  of  it.  There  is 
alfo,  befiJes  thefe,  yet  another  foi  t  of  people,  whoi, 
1  have  obferved,  never  truly  foreiee  danger  ;  but, 
however,  know  how  to  ttkke  the  proper  cojrfes 
when  it  prefents  itfelf :  and  the'.e  three  charac- 
ters put  me  in  mind  of  the  fable  of  the  three  iifli, 
which  I  would  tell  your  majefty,  d;d  1  not  tear 
it  would  offend  your  patience.  'I 'he  lion,  on 
this,  commanded  Dainna  to  let  him  hear  it  out  i 
fo  Damna  thus  proceeded. 


FABLE       XV. 
The  two  Fishermen  and  the  three  Fish. 

THERE  was  once,  in  your  majefty's domi- 
nions, a  certain  pond,  thewater  of  which 
was  very  clear,  and  emptied  itfelf  into  a  neigh- 
bouring river.  This  pond  was  in  a  quiet  place ; 
it  was  remote  from  the  highway,  and  there  were 
in  it  three  filh;  the  one  of  which  was  prudent, 
the  fecond  had  but  little  wit,  and  the  third  was 
a  mere  fool.  One  day,  by  chance,  two  fiiher- 
men,  in  their  walks,  perceiving  this  pond,  made 
up  to  it,  and  no  fooner  obferved  thefe  three 
fiih,  which  were  large  and  fat,  but  they  went 
and  fetched  their  nets  to  take  them.  The  fifli 
fulpeding,  by  what  they  faw  of  the  fifhermen, 
that  they  intended  no  lefs  than  their  deflru(^on. 
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began  to  be  in  a  world  of  terror.  The'  pru- 
dent fifti  immediately  refolved  what  courl*  to 
take:  he  threw himfelf  out  of  the  pond,  through 
the  little  channel  that  opened  into  the  river,  i.nd 
fo  made  hi§  efcape.  The  next  morning  the  two 
fiihermen  returned  ;  they  n>ade  it  thrirlirli  bu- 
fmefs  to  ftop  up  all  the  pa/rages,  to  prcv^ent  the 
fiih  from  gettiiig  out,  and  were  makiiiy,  prepa- 
rations for  taking  them.  1  he  half-witied  fifh 
now  heartily  repented  that  he  had  not  follov,^ed 
his  companion ;  at  length,  however,  he  bethought 
himfelf  of  a  llratagem  ;  he  appc-ared  upon  the 
furface  of  the  water  with  his  belly  upward,  and 
feigned  to  be  dead.  The  filhcrman  aifo,  having 
taken  him  up,  thought  him  really  what  he  Coun- 
terfeited himfelf  to  be,  (o  threw  him  again  into 
the  water.  And  the  laft,  which  was  thefoolith 
fiih,  feeing  himfelf  preffed  by  the  fiihcrmen,- 
funk  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  pond,  fliifted 
up  and  down  from  place  to  pl.ce,  but  could 
not  avoid,  at  laft,  falling  into  ihcir  hands,  and 
was  that  day  made  part  of  a  public  entertain- 
ment. 

This  example,  continued  Damna,  (hews  your 
majefty,  that  you  ought  to  prevcntCohotorbefrom 
doing  the  mifchicf  he  intends,  by  making  your- 
Itlf  mafter  of  his  life,  before  he  have  yours  at  his 
command.  What  you  (ay  is  very  agreeable  to 
rcafon,  faid  the  king,  but  I  cannot  yet  believe 
that  Cohotorbe,  upon  whom  1  have  heaped  fo  many 
favours,  fhould  be  fo  perfidious  as  you  reprefent 
him.  Why,  it  is  moft  true,  replied  jDamna,  that 
he  never  received  any  thing  but  kindnels  from 
your  majefty  j    but,    vjbat  is  bred  in' the  bone  will 
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never  out  of  the  Jlejh  j  7ieither  can  any  thing  come 
cut  of  a  vejfel  but  what  is  put  into  it.  Of  which 
the  following  fable  is  a  fufficient  proof. 


FABLE    XVI. 

The  S  c  o  R  p  1  o  N  ajid  the    Tortoise. 

ATortoife  and  fcorpion  hadonce  contra£led 
a  great  intimacy,  and  bound  themfelves  in 
fiich  a  tie  of  friendihip,  that  the  one  could  not 
live  without  the  otlier.  Thefe  infeparable  com- 
panions, one  day,  finding  themfelves  obliged  to 
change  their  habitation,  travelled  together  ;  but, 
in  their  way,  meeting  with  a  large  and  deep  ri- 
ver, the  fcorpion  making  a  flop,  fa  id  to  the 
tortoifej  My  dear  friend,  you  are  well  provi- 
ded for  v/hat  we  fee  before  us,  but  how  (hall  I 
get  over  this  water  ?  Never  trouble  yourfelf, 
my  dear  friend,  for  that,  replied  the  tortoife, 
I  will  carry  you  upon  my  back  fccure  from  all 
danger.  I'he  fcorpion  on  this,  without  hefita- 
tion,  got  upon  the  back  of  the  tortoife,  who 
immediately  took  water  and  began  to  fwim. 
But  he  was  hardly  got  hak  way  acrofs  the  river, 
when  he  her.rd  a  terrible  rumbling  upon  his  back, 
which  made  him  aflc  the  fcorpion  what  he  was 
doing  ?  Doing  !  replied  the  fcorpion,  why  I  ami 
whetting  my  fling,  to  try  v/hetherl  can  bore  this 
horny  cuirafs  of  yours,  that  covers  your  flefh  like 
a  fliield  from  all  injuries.  O  ungrateful  wretch, 
cried  the  tortoife,  vvouldft  thou,  at  a  time  when 
I  am  giving  thee  fuch  a  demonftration  of  my 
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frlend[hip,  wouldft  thou,  at  fuch  a  time,  pierce 
with  thy  venomous  fting  the  defence  that  nature 
has  given  me,  and  take  avv'ay  my  life  ? 

It  is  well,    however,    I  have  it  in  my  power 
both  to  fave  myfelf  and  reward  thee  as  thou  de- 
ferveft  ;    fo  faying,    he  funk  his   back  to   fome 
depth  under  water,   threw  off  the  fcorpion,    and 
left  him  to  pay  his  life,    the  juft  forfeit  of  his 
monftrous  ingratitude.     Had  he  not  deftroyed  his 
ungrateful  favourite,    in  this  manner,    royal  fir, 
continued  Damna,    his  own  life  had  paid  for  it ; 
and  it  is  a   good    and  moft  jull  general  rule, 
that  the  wicked  are  never  to  be  favoured.     You 
urge  me  too  hard  upon  this  fubjeil,  faid  the  lion, 
and  I  cannot  but  think  that,  were  Cohotorbe  capa- 
ble of  i'o  much  perfidioufnefs,  he  would  certainly 
have  fliewn   his    malicious    intentions    before. 
Never  truft  to  that,    replied  Damna,   he  carries 
on  his  defign  with  more  prudence.     He  witl  not,, 
royal  fir,    attack  your  majcfty's  perfon  openly 
and  publicly  iuMfelf  j    no,    but    he  will  cajole 
your  w/iole  court,    and  delude  them  into  his  in- 
terefts,  and  then  take  his  owr.  time  to  de/lroy  your 
facred  perfon,  and,  openly  avowing  his  guil:,  per- 
haps, fet  himfelf  up  for  king  m  your  place.     Juft 
heaven  keep  nie  from  feeing  fuch  a  day  !    provi- 
dence defend  me  from  fuch  mafters !  You  fay  fome- 
thing  indeed  nov/,  faid  the  lion,  interrupting  him  j 
but,nc.wl  knowhim'guilty,  how  (hall  we  find  a  fair 
pretence  to  be  rid  of  him  ?  Let  me  alone  for  that, 
replied  Damna,  a  faithlefs  fubjecl  muft  be  puniihed. 
Thefe   amufenients   of  the  fubtle   fox   made 
fuch  an  impreflion  on   the  mind  of  the   king, 
that  he  at  length  told  Damna  he  was  come  to  a 
tcfolution  to  admit  Cohotorbe  no  more  into  his  pre- 
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fence,  but  to  banifli  him  altogether  from  his 
coiirt,  after  he  had  upbraided  him  with  his  in- 
gratitude, and  let  him  know  the  realbn  of  h:s 
fall.  This  refolution,  however,  was  far  enough 
from  being  pleafing  to  Damna  ;  a  guilty  confci- 
ence  never' can  have  reft:  he  feared  that,  if  the 
king  once  came  to  talk  with  Cohotorbe,  all  his 
villany  would  be  difcovered.  On  this,  faid  he  to 
the  lion,  Sir,  if  I  may  continue  my  boldnefs  of 
fp&iking  to  your  majefty,  I  have  heard,  from 
perfons  of  underftanding,  that  a  prince  ought 
never  to  inflict  public  punifhment  upon  faults 
committed  in  fecret ;  nor  fecretly  to  chaftife 
public  crimes  :  therefore,  feeing  Cohotorbe  is  a 
fecret  tranfgrelTor,  he  mult  be  privately  punifhed. 
No,  replied  the  lion,,  it  is  a  great  piece  of  in- 
juftice  to  punifli  any  one  before  he  be  told  the 
reafon  of  his  punifliment.  To  fatisfy  yourfelf  of 
his  guilt,  replied  Damna,  it  will  be  fufficient, 
that  once  for  all  you  make  him  fenfible  of  your 
difpleafure,  and  give  him  a  cold  reception : 
his  confciencc  will  upbraid  him  with  his  perfi- 
dioufnefs  at  the  fame  inftant,  and  he  will  no 
longer  doubt  but  that  you  are  preparing  for  him 
his  due  reward  j  and  you  will  perceive  hirri  ac- 
cordingly difturbed  and  agitated  in  his  mind, 
which  will  be  an  evident  proof  of  the  truth  of 
my  fufpicions.  If  it  prove  fo,  replied  the  lion, 
I  mall  foon  be  convinced  of  his  treafon. 

Damna,  now  feeing  the  king  prepared  to  his 
heart's  defire,  went  to'Cohotorbe,  and  made  him 
a  low  bow.  To  whom,  the  ox,  after  many 
carefles,  faid.  My  good  old  friend,  what  is"  the 
reafontbat  you  come  to  fee  me  no  oftener  ?  Is  it 
becaufe  you  think  me  no  longer  one  of  your 
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friends  ?  Though  I  have  been  abient  for  fome 
time,  replied  Damna,  yet,  believe  me,  I  have 
ftill  prefcrved  you  in  my  thoughts.  But  why, 
replied  the  ox,  did  you  retire  from  the  court  ? 
For  this  plain  reafon,  replied  Damna,  becaufe  I 
love  my  liberty ;  and,  when  v/e  are  in  the  king's 
prefence,  we  tremble  for  fear,  as  always  being 
under  reftraint.  If  I  miftake  not,  friend,  re- 
plied Cohotorbe,  you  look  as  if  you  were  not 
fatisfied  with  the  king,  and  were  afraid  of  fome 
misfortune  or  foul  play.  Indeed  you  have  guefl'ed 
but  too  well  the  caufe  of  my  uneafinefs,  an- 
fwered  Damna  ;  I  tremble,  and  am  as  troubled  as 
you  can  conceive  me  to  be  ;  but  it  is  for  your 
fake,  friend,  and  not  for  my  own,  that  I  am 
in  this  perplexity.  Poor  Cohotorbe,  terribly  fright- 
ed at  this  anfwer,  quaking  for  fear,  fays  to  Dam- 
na, My  dear  friend,  let  me  know  the  danger  that 
threatens  me,  that,  if  poflible,  I  may  guard  a- 
gainft  it.  To  this  Damna,  with  a  look  of 
great  compaflion,  replied.  It  is  but  juft,  friend, 
that  you  fhould  know  your  danger,  nor  (hould 
I  a<l:t  confiftently  wich  that  friendlhipl  have  ever 
profeffed  to  you  not  to  arquaint  you  with  it ; 
the  truth  therefore  is  this :  a  friend  of  mine  has 
intrufled  me  with  a  private  difcourfe  which  pafied 
fome  days  ago,  between  the  king  and  a  great 
perfon  who  has  no  kindnefs  for  your  lordfhip. 
Said  the  king  to  this  great  perfon,  /  J?:we  been 
confulering  that  Cohotorbe  is  now  vej'y  fat  and  of 
no  life  to  us  ;  anclf  as  I  mujl  a  few  days  hence.^  faji 
all  the  lords  of  my  courts  I  think  the  chcapeji  way 
will  be  to  roajl  this  ox  alive  and  whole  for  their  en- 
tertainment. I  tremble  to  repeat  this  ;  but,  as  I 
knew  it,  I  could  not  but  inform  you  of  it,   and 
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Ijring  you  the  news  to  convince  you  that  I-  tm 
your  real  friend,  and  to  aiiift  you,  as  far  as  lies  in 
my  power,  to  avoid  the  danger.  Cohotorbe  was 
■aftoniflied  at  thi?  piece  of  difnial  intelligence :  But 
by  what  device,  faid  he,  (hall  i  be  able  to  efcape 
this  intended  cruelty  of  the  king  ?  alas,  good 
heaven  is  my  witnefs,  I  never  gave  him  the 
leaft  occafion  to  ufe  nie  fo  fevcrely  :  certainly  I 
muft  have  fome  private  enemy  who  has  falfely 
accufed  me  behind  my  back,  and  incenfea  iiim 
without  a  caufe  again  me  :  and  a  prince,  who 
difcards  and  puni&es  a  fervant  on  fuch  grounds, 
is  like  the  drake,  who  feeing  the  refemblance 
of  the  moon  in  the  v/ater,  thougEt  it  to  be  fome 
extraordinary  filh,  and,  deluded  with  that  error, 
dived  feveral  times  to  catch  it ;  but,  mad  to  fee 
that  all  his  efforts  proved  vain,  in  a  violent 
rage  came  out  of  the  water,  fwearing  never  to 
return  to  that  element  again :  and  after  that, 
though  he  were  never  fo  hungry,  would  never 
dive  more  after  any  filh,  believing  it  to  be  only 
the  light  of  the  moon :  but  for  me,  unhappy 
that  I  am,  backbiters  and  flatterers  have  fo  pre- 
poflefied  the  lion  againft  me,  that,  whatever  1  do 
henceforward  to  pleafe  him,  he  will  Hill  believe  that 
I  only  dilTembie.  I  know  not  what  to  fay,  or  how 
to  advife  in  this  cafe,  replied  Damna,  the  king 
may  fee  his  emr,  ?.nd  alter  his  mind  ;  but  then, 
on  tile  other  fide,  being  ablblute  in  his  power, 
he  may,  without  being  bound  to  give  any  rea- 
fon  for  it,  condemn  you  to  death.  It  is  moft 
true,  replied  Cohotorbe,  that  princes  often  feek 
the  deftruction  of  thofe  who  feem  their  grcateft 
favourites.  And  many,  who  envy  the  grandeur 
and  eafe  of  a  court -life,  knov/  not  the  dangerous 
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accidents  that  attend  it.     As  you  may  learn  by 

the  enfuing  fable.  / 


FABLE    XVII. 
7'he  Falcon  and  the  Hen. 

OF  all  the  animals  I  was  ever  acquainted  with, 
faid  a  falcon  once  to  a  hen,  you  are  the 
moll  unmindful  of  benefits,  and  the  moft  ungrate- 
ful. Why,  what  ingratitude  replied  the  hen, 
have  you  ever  obferved  in  me  ?  Can  there  be  a 
greater  peace  of  ingratitude,  replied  the  falcon, 
than  that  which  you  commit  in  regard  to  men  ? 
By  day  they  feek  out  every  nourifh'-nent  to  fat 
you ;  and,  in  the  night,  you  have  a  place  always 
ready  to  rt  oft  in,  where  they  take  care  that  your 
chamber  be  clofc  barred  up,  that  nothing  may 
trouble  your  repofe  :  neverthelefs,  when  they 
would  catch  you,  you  forget  all  their  goodnefs 
to  you,  and  bafely  endeavour  to  efcape  their  hands ; 
which  is  what  I  never  do,  I  that  am  a  wild  creature, 
no  way  obliged  to  them,  and  a  bird  of  prey :  upon 
the  meanelt  of  their  carefles  I  grow  tame,  fuffcr 
myfelf  to  be  taken,  and  never  eat  but  upon  their 
fifts.  All  this  is  very  true,  replied  the  hen  ;  but 
I  find  you  know  not  the  reafon  of  my  flight  j 
you  never  faw  a  falcon  upon  the  fpit ;  but  I  have 
feen  a  thoufand  hens  dreft  with  all  manner  of 
fauces. 

I  have  recited  this  fable  to  (hew  you,  that  often 
they,  who  arc  ambitious  of  a  court-life,  know  not 

the 
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the  inconveniences  of  it.  I  believe,  friend,  fali 
Damna,  that  the  lion  feeks  your  life  for  no  other 
reafon  but  becaufe  he  is  jealous  of  your  virtues. 
The  fruit-trees  only,  replied  Cqhotorbe,  are  fub- 
jecl  to  have  their  branches  broken  ;  nightingale* 
are  caged  becaufe  they  fing  more  pleafantly  tnan 
other  birds ;  and  v/e  pluck  the  peacock's  feathers 
from  Lheir  tails  for  no  other  reafon  but  becaufe 
they  are  beautiful.  Merit  alone  i:,  therefore,  too 
often  the  iource  and  origin  of  our  misfortunes. 
However,  f  am  not  afraid  of  whatever  contrivan- 
ces the  malice  of  wicked  people  can  make  to  my 
prejudice  ;  but  (haJl  endeavour  tofubrr  it  to  what 
'I  cannot  prevent,  and  imitate  the  nightingale  ia 
the  followiiie  feble. 


FABLE       XVin. 

fTi?^  Nightingale  ^«^//&<?CouNTRyMAN/ 

A  Certain  countryman  had  a  rofe-bufh  in  his 
g.  ;den,  which  he  made  his  fole  pleafure 
and  delight,  tvery  morning  he  went  to  look 
Tipon  it,  in  the  feafm  of  its  flowering,  and  fee 
his  rofes  ready  to  blow.  One  day,  as  he  was 
admiring,  accordiiig  to  his  cuilom,  the  beauty 
of  the  flowers,  he  fpied  a  n:ghtingale,  perched 
upon  one  of  the  branches  near  a  very  fine  flov/er, 
and  plucking  off  the  leaves  of  it  one  after  another. 
This  put  him  into  fo  great  a  pafiion,  that  the  ;iext 
day  he  laid  a  fnare  for  the  nightuigale  ia  re- 
venge for  the  wrong  ;  in  which  he  fucceeded  fo 
well,  that  he  took  the  bird  and  immediately  put 
her  in  a  cage.  The  nightingale,  very  melan- 
choly 
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«holy  to  Tee  herfclf  in  that  condition,    with   a 
mournful  voice  afkcd  the  countryman  the  reafon 
of  her  flavery.     To  whom  he  replied,  Knoweft 
thou  not  that  my  whole  delight  was  in  thofe 
"  flowers,    which  thou  waft  wantonly  dcftroying  ? 
Every  leaf  which  thou  plyckcdft  from  that  rofe 
was  as  a  drop  of  blood  from  my  heart.     Alas  ! 
replied  the  nightingale,  you  ufe  me  very  feverely 
for  having  crout  a  few  leaves  from  a  rofe  j    but 
cxpeft  lo  be  ufed  harfhly  in  the  other  world,  for 
affli6ling  me  in  this  manner  ;  for  there  all  people 
are  ufed  after  the  fame  manner  as  they  here  ufe 
the  other  anim.'ls.     The  countryman,    moved 
with  thtfe  words,  gave  the  nightingde  her  liberty 
again;  for  which  fhe,  willing  to  thank  him,  faid, 
Since  you  have  had  compallion  in  your  nature,  and 
have  done  me  this  favour,  I  will  repay  your  kind- 
nefs  in  the  manner  it  deferves.     Know  therefore, 
continued  ihe,    that,    at  the  foot  of  yonder  tree, 
there  lies  buried  a  pot  full  of  gold,    go  and  take 
it,  and  heaven  blefs  you  with  it.     The  country- 
man digged  about  the  tree,  and,  finding  the  pot, 
aflonifhed  at  the  nightingale's  fagacity  in  dif- 
covering  it ;  I  wonder,  faid  he  to  her,  that,  be- 
ing able  to  fee  this  pot,  which  was  buried  under 
ground,  you  could  not  difcover  the  net  that  was 
fpread  for  your  captivity?     Know  you  not,   re- 
plied the  nightingale,  that,  however  fuarp-fighted 
or  prudent  we  are,  we  can  never  efcape  our  def- 
tiny. 

By  this  example  you  fee  that,  when  we  arc 
confcious  of  our  own  innocence,  we  are  wholly 
to  rcfign  ourfelvcs  up  to  our  fate.  It  is  very  true, 
replied  Damna  j  the  lion,    however,    according 

to 
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to  the  moH  juft'obfervationof  the  captive  night- 
ingale in  your  fable,  in  fceking  your  deftrudtion,* 
cannot  but  incur  divine  punilhment ;  and,  defl- 
fous  as  he  is  to  augment  his  grandeur  by  your 
fall,  I  am  apt  to  to  think  that .  what  once  befel 
the  hunter  will  be  his  deftiny. 


FABLE      XIX. 
The  Hunter,  /i'if  Fox,  and  the  "Leopard  , 

A  Certain  hunter  once,  faid  Damna,  purfuing 
his  tiifcourfe,  efpied,  in  the  middle  of  a 
field,  a  fox,  who  looked  with  fo  engaging  an 
afpefl,  and  had  on  a  (kin  fo  fair  and  lovely, 
that  he  had  a  great  defire  to  take  him  alive. 
With  this  intent  he  found  out  his  hole,  and  juft 
before  the  entrance  mto  it  dug  a  very  deep 
trench,  which  he  covered  with  flender  twigs  and 
ftraw,  and,  having  laid  on  it  a  piece  of  fmo- 
king  lamb's  flefh,  juft  cut  up,  went  and  hid 
himfelf  in  a  corner,  out  of  fight.  The  fox  re- 
turning to  his  hole,  and  obferving,  at  a  diftance, 
what  the  hunter  had  left  for  his  breakfail,"  pre- 
fently  ran  to  fee  what  dainty  morfel  it  was. 
When  he  came  to  the  trench,  he  would  fain 
have  been  tafting  the  delicate  entertainment ;  but 
the  fear  of  fome  treachery  would  not  permit 
him  to  fall  to :  and,  in  ihort,  finding  he  had 
ftrong  reafons  to  fufpecl  fome  ill  defigrt  towards 
him,  he  was  cunning  enough  to  remove  his  lod- 
ging, and  take  up  other  quarters.  In  a  mcmeut 
after  he  was  gone,  as  fortune  would  have  it, 
came  a  hungry  leopard,  v/ho,  being  tempted  by 
F  the 
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the  favory  odour  of  the  yet  warm  and  fmoking 
flefli,  made  fuch  halle  to  fall  to,  that  he  tum- 
bled into  the  trench.  The  hunter,  hearing  the 
noife  of  the  flilling  leopard,  immediately  threw 
himfelf  into  the  trench,  without  looking  into  it, 
never  queftioning  but  that  it  was  the  fox  he  h^d 
taken ;  but  there  found,  inftead  of  him,  the  leo- 
pard, who  tore  him  in  pieces,  and  devoured  him. 

This  fable  teaches  us,  that,  however  earneftly 
we  may  wifti  for  any  event,  prudence  and  wif-^ 
dom  ought  to  regulate  our  delires.  I  did  very 
ill  indeed,  replied  Cohotorbe,  to  accept  the  lion's 
offer  of  favour  and  friendfliip,  and  now  heartily 
wifli  I  had  been  content  with  an  humbler  for- 
tune. It  is  not  enough,  replied  Damna,  inter- 
rupting him,  to  repent  and  bewail  your  paft  life  ; 
your  bufmcfs  is  now  to  endeavour  to  moderate 
the  lion's  paffion.  I  am  afllired  of  his  natural 
good-will  to  me,  replied  Cohotorbe  ;  but  trai- 
tors and  flatterers  will  do  their  utmort  to  change 
his  favour  into  hatred,  and  I  am  afraid  they  will 
bring  about  their  dcfigns.  Do  not  you  remem- 
ber that  the  wolf,  the  foXy  and  the  raven,  once 
ruined  the  camel. 


FABLE       XX. 

ThsWoLY,    the  Fox,    //&<?  Raven,    and 
the  Camel. 

IN  former  ages,    continued  Cohotorbe,   there 
were  a  crafty  raven,    a  iubtle    fox,    and   a 
bloody  wolf,   who  put  themfelves  into  the  fer- 

vicc 


i 


•(    99     ) 
vice  of  a  lion,    that  held  his  court  in  a  wood,' 
near  a   certain  not-much-frequented  highway. 
Near  this  place,   a  merchant's  camel  once,  quite 
tired  with  long  travel,    got  rid  of  his  burden, 
and  lay  down  to  reft  himfelf,    and,    if  poilible, 
preferve  his  life.     In  a  few  days  after,    having 
recovered  his  ftrength,  he  rofe  up,  and,  ignorant 
of  the    governor  of  thefe  territories,     entered 
into  the  lion's  wood,    with  a  defign   to  feed. 
But,  before  he  had  fpent  an  hour  in  travelling 
into  it,  he  was  aftoniflied  at  the  appearance  of 
the  lion,    whofe  majeftic  gate  and  afpet^  foon 
informed  our  traveller  that  he  was  monarch  of 
the  place.     The  camel,  who,  at  firft  fight,   ex- 
pefled  nothing  but  to  be  devoured,    was  rejoiced 
to  find  this,  and  humbly  offered  him  his  fervice. 
The  lion  accepted  it  j    and,    after  he  knew  by 
what  accident  he  came  into  the  place,  afked  him 
what  he  would  choofe  to  do  ?  Whatever  your  ma- 
jeftypleafes,  replied  the  camel,  very  fubmifllvely. 
Thou  art  at  thy  liberty,    replied   the  lion,    to 
return,  if  thou  likeft  it,  and  be  the  flave  of  thy 
former  mafter;  or,  if  thou  wilt  rarher  live  with 
me,    thou  haft  my  facred  and  inviolable  promifo 
that  thou  {halt  be  fecure  from  all  injuries.     The 
camel  was  very  glad  of  this,  and  remainedAvith 
the  lion,    doing  nothing  but  feed  without  dif- 
turbance,  fo  that  he  foon  became  phimp  and  fat. 
One  day,   after  this,  the  lion,   in  his  hunting, 
met  an  elephant,  with  whom  he  encountered ;  and, 
returning  wounded  to  the  wood,  at  length" he  v»iis 
ftarved  to  death.     While  he  lay  on  his  death-bed, 
hov/ever,  the  raven^  the  wolf,  and  the  fox,  who  li- 
ved only  upon  what  the  lion  left  after  he  had  beea 
at  the  field,  fell  into  a  deep  melancholy ;    which 
F  2  'the 
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the  lion  perceiving,  he  faid  to  them,  I  am  mare 
forry  for  your  fadnefs  than  for  my  own  wounds. 
Go,  and  fee  if  you  can  meet  with  any  venifon  in 
the  purlieus  adjoining ;  if  you  do,  return  and  give 
me  notice,  and,  notwithftanding  my  wounds, 
I  will  go  and  feize  it  for  you.  Upon  this,  away 
they  went,  left  the  lion,  and  held  a  council  all 
three  together.  Said  the  wolf,  if  I  may  fpeak 
among  you,  friends,  what  good  does  this  ca- 
mel do  here  ?  we  have  no  correfpondence  with 
him  ;  nor  does  the  lion  get  any  thing  by  him  ; 
let  us  kill  him,  and  he  will  keep  us  alive  two 
or  three  days,  and,  by  that  time,  the  king  may, 
perhaps,  be  cured  of  his  wounds.  This  advice, 
however,  though  hunger  much  pleaded  in  its  fa- 
vour, did  not  much  pleafe  the  fox,  who  affirmed 
that  the  camel's  life  could  not  be  juftly  taken  a« 
way,  fince  the  lion  had  given  his  word  and  folemn 
promifethathefliouldliveunmoleftedinthewo'od; 
for  that  fuch  an  aiSlion  would  render  the  king  o- 

.  dious  to  all  pofterity,  who  would  look  upon  him 
as  a  pcrfidiou-s  monarch,  who  gave  proteiSlion  to 

■'  a  ilranger  in  his  dominions  only  to  put  him  to 

•  death  without  a  caufe,  whenever  he  could  rnake 
an  advantage  of  his  deftrudtion. 

On  this,  the  raven,  who  had  as  hungry  a  belly 
as  the  wolf,  together  with  a  great  deal  of  wit 
and  as  much  malice,  took  upon  him  to  reconcile 
both  thefe  opinions,  faying,  that  there  might  be 
a  fair  pretence  found  to  colour  the  death  of  the 
camel.  Stay  here,  continued  he,  till  1  return,  and 
I  will  bring  you  the  lion's  confent  for  his  de- 
Itrudlion.     So  faying,  away  he  went  to  the  lion  ; 

■    «nd,    when  he  came  in  his  prefence,    making  a 
profound  reverence,  and  putting  on  a  ftarved  and 
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merger  lock,  faid,  May  it  pleafe  your  majefty 
to  bear  me  a  few  words  :  we  are  almoft  famifhed 
to  death,  and  To  weak  tl^at  we  can  hardly  crawl 
along ;  but  we  have  found  out  a  remedy  for  all 
this,  and,  if  your  majefty  will  but  give  leave, 
have  contrived  how  we  {hall  have  a  feaft.  What 
is  your  remedy?  anfwered  the  lion,  hardly  able 
to  open  his  jaws  for  weaknefs  and  anguifh  ;  and 
what  the  feaft  you  propofe  yourfelves  ?  To  whom 
the  raven  replied,  Sir,  the  camel,  whom  you  once 
met  in  the  wood,  lives  like  a  hermit  in  your 
kingdom  j  he  never  comes  near  us,  nor  is 
he  good  for  any  thing  but  to  fatisfy  our  hunger. 
And,  in  regard  your  majefty  wants  good  and 
wbolefome  diet  in  your  prefent  weak  condition,  I 
am  furgeon  enough  to  venture  toaifure  you,  that 
camel's  flelh  muft  be  very  proper  for  you.  The 
lion,  who  was  of  a  truly  noble  difpofition,  was 
highly  incenfed  at  this  propofal  of  the  raven,  and 
very  paiEonately  exclaimed,  Oh!  whatav/icked 
and  treacherous  age  is  this  I  vile  and  cunning  as 
you  are,  for  I  have  long  known  you,  Corvo,  (for 
fo  was  the  raven  called,)  how  can  all  your  fo- 
f  hiftry  prove  it  lawful  in  a  king  to  be  faithlefs, 
and  violate  afcertained  pro'mifes  ?  Sir,  replied  the 
raven,  far  be  it  from  me  to  attempt  to  prove 
that;  bvJt,  mayitpleafe  your  majefty,  I  cannot 
but  remember,  upon  this  moft  urgent  occa^on, 
that  gre^t  cafuifts  hold  it  for  a  maxim,  that  a 
fingle  perfon  may  be  facriRced  to  the  welfare  of 
a  whole  nation.  Or,  fliould  not  this  be  entirely 
fatisfadtory  to  your  majefty,  perhaps  there  may 
be  feme  expedient  found  to  difengage  you  fromi 
your  promife.  Upon  that,  the  lion  bowed  down 
his  head  with  fatigue  and  anguiih,  as  if  to  con- 
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fider  of  it,  and  the  raven  returned  to  his  com- 
panions, to  whom  he  related  what  difcourfe  had 
pafled  between  the  king  and  him.  And  now, 
laid  he,  let  us  go  to  the  camel,  and  inform  him 
of  the  unfortunate  accident  that  has  befallen 
the  king,  and  of  his  being  likely  to  ftarve  j 
and  then  lay  before  him,  that,  fmce  we  have 
fpent  the  greateft  part  of  our  lives  in  peace 
and  plenty  under  the  king's  reign,  it  is  but  jufl 
that  ion\e  of  us  now  Ihould  furrender  up  our  own 
to  prolong  his  days. 

In  purfuance  of  this  difcourfe,  we  will  engage 
the  ci-.mcl  to  accompany  us,  and  go  to  the  king 
and  offer  him  our  three  carcafes  j  flriving,  at  the 
fame  time,  which  Ihall  be  moft  free  of  his  Hefb 
toferve  his  majefty  for  his  prefent  nourifhment. 
The  camel,  perhaps,  will  then  be  willing  to 
follow  our  example,  and  offer  to  facrifice  himfelf 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  then  we'll  take  him  at 
his  word.  This  they  all  readily  agreed  to  ;  and, 
in  ihort,  aded  their  parts  fo  well,  that  they  took 
the  camel  with  them  to  the -king,  to  whom  the 
Taven  thus  addreiled  himfelf;  Sir,  faid  he,  feeing 
your  health  is  of  much  more  confequence  to  the 
public  good,  and  more  precious  to  us  than  our 
own  lives,  fuffer  me  to  Ihew  the  juft  fenfe  I 
have  of  my  duty,  by  offering  up  my  own  body 
to  you,  to  aj)peafe  your  raging  hunger.  What 
a  goodly  collation  you  offer  to  his  majefty  !  cried 
the  fox,  well  inftrudcd  in  the  part  he  was  to 
acl  in  this  defign  j  you,  that  have  only  a  little 
fkin  and  three  or  four  dry  bones,  area  precious 
bit  to  falisfy  the  king,  who,  I  warrant  you, 
could  feed  at  this  time  like  a  glutton  after  a  three 
days  faft.     I  have  better  flelh,    and  moiefub. 
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ikntlal  than  yours,  and  have  fo  much  truefenfe 
of  my  duty  (as  I  hope  every  one  of  his  majefty's 
fubjecls  has,  efpecially  thofe  who,  like  us,  have 
taftedof  his  favours)  that  I  am  as  defirous  as  your- 
felf  to  approve  my  gratitude  and  love  to  my  fo- 
vereign.  And,  turning  to  the  lion,  fir,  faid 
he,  let  me  entreat  your  majefty  to  eat  me.  Af- 
ter thefe,  the  v/olf  played  his  part.  Sir,  faid  he, 
your  majefty  mufi:  have  more  foiid  diet  to  refrefh 
your  hungry  fl:omach  than  thefe  can  afford  you, 
and  I  think  m}'felf  a  banquet  much  more  pro- 
per to  regale  you.  The  camel,  on  this,  un- 
willing to  appear  lefs  afFeftionate  than  the  rel^ 
when  it  came  to  his  turn,  All  you  three,  faid  he^ 
are  not  enough  to  fatisfy  the  king's  hunger ;  but, 
though  he  had  not  eaten  a  mouthful  thefe  three 
days,  I  alone  am  fujfficient  to  reftore  him  to  his 
health.  Then  faid  all  the  reft,  this  camel  {peaks 
reafon,  his  fle(h  is  excellent,  dainty,  and  worth 
your  majefty's  tafte.  How  happy  will  he  be  to 
leave  to  pofterity  fuch  an  example  of  zeal  and 
generofity  !  And,  fo  faying,  they  all  fell  upon 
him,  and  tore  him  to  pieces  before  he  could 
fpeak  another  word. 

This  fable  fhews  you,  that,  when  feveral  con- 
fpirators  combine  together  in  the  contrivance  of 
an  enterprize,  they  eafily  bring  it  to  pafs.  You 
are  perfectly  in  the  right,  faid  Damna ;  and,  for 
my  part,  were  I  in  your  condition,  I  would  de- 
fend my  life  j  and,  if  I  muft  perifh,  fall  like  a 
warrior,  not  like  a  viclim  of  juftice  at  the 
gallows.  He,  that  dies  v/ith  his  fword  in  his 
hand,  renders  himfelf  famous.  It  is  not  good 
to  begin  a  war  j  but,  when  we  are  attacked,  it  is 
F  4  ignominious 
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Ignominious  to  furrender  ourfelves  cowardly  into 
the  enemy's  hand.  This  is  right  and  proper 
counfel,  replied  Cohotorbe;  but  we  ought  to 
know  our  ftrength  before  we  engage  in  a  com- 
bat :  for,  if  v/e  attack  our  enemy  rafhly  and  im- 
prudently, we  may,  too  late,  perhaps,  remem- 
ber the  famous  ftory  of  the  angel-ruler  of  the 
fca,  which  1  will  tell  you. 


FABLE     XXI. 

^'be  Angel-Ruler   cf  fbe  Sea,  and  two 
Birds  called  Gerandi*. 

TWO  birds,  of  that  kind  called  gerandi, 
continued  Cohotorbe,  once  lived  together 
upon  the  fliores  of  the  Indian  fea,  After  they 
had  long  enjoyed  the  pleafures  of  conjugal  affec- 
tion, when  it  was  near  the  feafon  for  laying  eggs, 
faid  the  female  to  the  male,  it  is  time  for  me  to 
choofe  a  proper  place  wherein  to  produce  my  young 
ones.  To  whom  the  male  replied,  this,  where 
we  now  are,  is,  I  think,  a  very  good  place.  No, 
replied  the  female,  this  cannot  do  ;  for,  the  fea 
may  hereafter  fwell  beyond  thcfe  bounds,  and  the 
waves  carry  away  my  eggs.  Th^t  can  never  be, 
faid  the  male,  nor  dares  the  angel-ruler  of*  the 
fea  do  me  an  injury;  for,  if  he  fhould,  he  knows 
I  would  certainly  call  him  to  account.     You 

•  Gerandi  are  birds  of  the  Eaft  Indes,  which  lay 
their  eggs  in  the  fands  on  the  fea-fliore,  and  fit  four 
weeks.  % 
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muft  never  boaft,  replied  the  female,  of  a  thing 
which  you  are  not  able  to  perform.  What  com-i , 
parifon  is  there  between  you  and  the  prince  of 
the  fea?  Take  my  advice  :  avoid  fuch  quitrrels  ; 
and,  if  you  defpife  my  admonitions,  beware  yo,u 
are  not  ruined  by  your  obflinacy.  Remember 
the  misfortune  that  befel  the  turtoife.  It  is  a 
ftory  I  have  not  heard,  replied  the  male  j  pray 
tell  it  me. 


FABLE    XXir. 
The  T OKTO I s^  dfidlwc  UucKS, 

THERE  was  a  tortt)ife,  cr^ntinuec'  the  fe- 
male, that  lived  in  a  porj  with  fome  ducks, 
her  old  companions,,  in  full  content  and  great 
felicity,  for  many  years.  But,  at  length,  tnere 
happened  fo  dry  a  feafon,  that  there  was  at 
left  no  v/ater  in  the  pond.  The  ducks,  up- 
on this,  finding  themfelves  conltiained  to  re- 
move to  fome  other  h:;hitation,  went  to  the 
tortoife  to  take  their  leaves  of  him.  The  tor- 
toife,  in  terror  for  his  ir  pending  deftru^iion, 
upbraided  them  for  leaving^hin  '.n  the  time  of  his 
calamity,  and  b'ifouglit  them  to  carry  him  along 
with  them.  To  whom  the  ducks  replied.  Be 
afiured  it  is  a  great  trouble  to  us  that  we  muft 
leave  you  in  this  condition,  but  we  are  conftrain- 
cd  to  it  forcur  own  prefervation  :  and,  a  ■  to  what 
ypu  propofe  to  u'^,  to  take  ycu  with  us,  v/e  have 
a  long  journey  to  make,  and  you  can  never  fol- 
low us,  becaufe  you  cann-^t  fly.  v^n  thi?  con- 
dition, however,  it  is  pofllble  for  us  to  fave  you, 
F  5  if 
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if  you  can  only  be  enough  your  own  friend  to  fol- 
low our  advice,  and  keep  a  ftridl  and  perfect  fi- 
lence;  and,  on  this  condition,  if  you  will  pro- 
ir/ife  us  not  to  fpeak  a  word  by  the  way,  we  will 
carry  you.  But  we  ftiall  meet  with  fome  that 
will  talk  to  us,  and  then  it  is  ten  to  one  but  you 
will  be  twatling;  and,  if  you  arc,  remember  that 
we  now  tell  you,  beforehand,  it  will  be  your 
deftru6lion.  No,  anfwered  the  tortoife,  fear 
me  not  j  I  will  do  whatever  you  would  have  me. 
Things  being  thus  fettled,  the  ducks  ordered  the 
tortoile  to  take  a  little  ftick  and  hold  it  by  the 
middle  fafl:  in  his  mouth  ;  and  then,  exhorting 
him  to  keep  Heady,  they  to©k  the  ftick  by  each 
end,  and  fo  raifed  him  up.  Thus  they  carried 
him  along  in  triumph  ;  but  it  was  not  long  be- 
fore, as  they  flew  over  a  village,  the  inhabitants, 
wondering  at  the  novelty  of  the  fight,  fell  tofhout- 
ing  with  all  their  might ;  this  made  fuch  a  noife 
that  the  tortoife  grew  impatient  to  be  twatling  j 
and,  at  length,  not  able  to  keep  filence  any 
longer,  he  was  going  to  wifh  the  people's  mouths 
fewed  up,  for  making  fuch  a  clamour  ;  but,  fo 
foon  as  he  opened  his  mouth  to  vent  his  curfes, 
he  let  go  the  flick,  and  fo  fell  to  the  ground  and- 
killed  himfclf. 

This  example  (hews  us,  fpoufe,  faid  the  fe- 
male gerandi,  that  we  ought  not  to  defpifc  the 
exhortation  of  friends.  I  have  heard  your  fa- 
ble, faid  the  male,  and  all  that  I  fhall  fay  in  an- 
fwer  to  it  is  this.  They  who  want  courage  are  no 
ivay  capable  of  great  performances.  Be  governed 
by  me ;  I  have  as  earned  a  dcfue  of  preferving  our 
'  young  ones  as  yourfclf,    yet  I  am  bold  to  iay  lee 
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Us  hatch  our  youag  ones  in  this  place  j  and  be 
aflured,  that  the  angel-ruler  of  the  fea  dares  do 
usnohafm.  Thefemale,  on  this,  obeyed,  and  built 
her  neft  accordingly  in  the  (and  by  the  fea-fide. 
But,  within  a, day  or  two  after,  the  ocean  fwell- 
ing,  the  waves  overturned  the  neft,  and  the  ru- 
ler of  the  fea  took  the  eggs.  The  female,  on  this 
misfortune,  addrdHng  herfelf  to  the  male,  faid,  I 
told  you  that  you  were  too  vain- glorious  to  dare  to 
out-brave  a  power  which  it  became  you  rather  to 
revere;  but,  now  hp  has  done  this  injury,  let  us 
fee  how  you  will  revenge  yourfelf  r  Depend  upon 
it,  replied  the  male,  I  will  make  him  reftore  your 
eggs :  and  fo  faying,  witiiout  delay,  he  flew  to 
all  the  birds,  one  after  another,  told  them  the 
ftor}',  and  craved  their  aid  to  revenge  himfelf  u- 
pon  the  ruler  of  the  fea.  All  the  birds  promifed 
their  fuccour  to  the  gerandi,  and  went  wiui  him 
to  the  griiEn,  and  threatened  to  acknowledge  him 
no  longer  for  their  king  if  he  didnothead  them 
in  this  enterprize.  The  griffin,  as  tenacious  of 
the  right  of  his  fubjects  as  revengeful  In  his  own 
nature,  readily  engaged  in  the  war,  and  imme- 
diately flew  before  them,  and  they  befet  the  ruler 
of  the  fea's  palace  j  who,  feeing  fuch  an  infinite 
number  of  birds,  in  great  terror  and  aftight, 
came  out  to  them,  and  reftored  the  eggs. 

An  enemy,  faid  Damna,  J  very  well  know, 
is  at  no  time  to  be  dcfpifcd.  However,  replied 
Cohotorbe,  I  will  not  begin  the  combat ;  Hut,  if 
the  lion  attack  rr^e,  I  will  endeavour  to  defend 
mj'felf.  Well,  anfwered  Darr.na,  th?.t  )'cu  may 
know  when  to  be  upon  your  guard,  let  me  give 
you  this  caution ;  wncn  you  fee  him  lalh  the 
F  6  ground 


ground  with  his  tail,  and  roll  his  eyes  angrily 
about,  you  may  be  fure  he  will  immediately  be 
upon  you.  I  thank  you  for  your  advice,  replied 
Cohotorbe,  and,  when  I  obferve  the  figns  which 
you  have,  fo  like  a  friend,  informed  me  of,  I  fhall 
prepare  myfelf  to  receive  him. 

Here  they  parted  ;  and  Damna,  overjoyed  at 
the  fuccefs  of  his  enterprize,  ran  to  Kaliia,  who 
afked  him  how  his  defign  went  forv/ard.  I  thank 
my  fates,  cried  Damna,  I  am  juft  going  to  tri- 
umph over  my  enemy.  After  this  fhort  confa- 
bulation, the  two  foxes  went  to  court,  where, 
foon  after,  Cohotorbe  arrived. 

The  lion  no  fooner  beheld  him,  but  he  thought 
him  guilty:  and  Cohotorbe,  cafling  his  eyes  upon 
the  lion,  made  no  queftion,  from  what  he  faw, 
but  that  his  majeftyhad  refolvcd  his  ruin:  fothat 
both  the  one  and  the  other  manifefting  thofe  figns 
which  Damna  had  defcribed  to  each,  there  began 
a  moft  terrible  combat,  wherein  the  lion  killed 
the  ox,  but  not,  however,  without  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  and  hazard.  When  all  was  over,  O  ! 
what  a  wicked  creature  thou  art !  cried  Kaliia  to 
Damna,  thou  haft  here,  for  thine  own  fake,  en- 
dangered the  king's  life:  thy  end  will  be  mifera-- 
ble  for  contriving  fuch  pernicious  defigns  ;  and 
that  which  happened  to  a  cheat,  who  was  the 
cully  of  his  own  knaveries,  will  one  day  hci'A 
tl)ee. 
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FABLE     XXIII. 

Two  young  Merchants,   the  one  craffy^ 
and  the  other  without  deceit, 

TWO  young  merchants  once  left  their  coun- 
try to  travel  together  upon  the  account  of 
trade:  the  one  was  called  Sharpvvit,  the  other 
Simpleton.  Thefe  two,  in  one  of  their  firft  jour- 
neys, by  accident  found  a  bag  full  of  money;  on 
which  faid  Sharpwit  to  his  companion.  Travel- 
ling, I  believe,  in  truth,  is  very  profitable,  but  it 
is  iJfo  very  very  painful ;  therefore,  brother,  let  us 
be  contented  with  this  money  which  fortune 
has  thrown  into  our  v/ay,  without  fatiguing 
ourftrlves  any  more.  Simpleton  confenting  to  this, 
they  left  off  their  defigns  of  travelling,  and  return- 
ed both  to  their  lodging.  Before,  they  parted. 
Simpleton  bethought  himl'elf  of  dividing  what  they 
had  found,  to  the  end  they  might  be  both  at  their 
own  lioerty.  But,  faid  Sharpwit,  no,  brother,  be- 
lieve me,  it  is  much  better  to  put  it  into  a  fafe  place, 
and  every  dr.y  to  take  fomething  out  of  the  ftock 
for  our  occafions,  without  bringing  the  whole  of 
our  Averal  fortunes  into  feparate  danger.  To 
this  Simpleton  anfwered,  that  he  very  well  ap- 
-proved  of  his  propofal ;  and,  accordingly,  they 
hid  the  money,  talcing  each  of  them  only  a.fmall 
fum  for  their  particalar  expences.  The  next  day, 
however,  Sharpwit  went  where  the  money  lay, 
and,  having  taken  it  away,  returned  home.  On  the 
other  hand.  Simpleton  thought  not  of  going  to  the 
hoard  while  his  little  ftock  lafted  ;  but,  when  he 
kad  expended  all  uhat  he  had,  he  went  to  Sharp- 
wit's 
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U'lt's  lodging,  and  meeting  with  him,  Come,  faid 
he,  let  us  go  together,-  and  take  out  fuch  another 
fum  as  we  took  out  before.  Content,  anfwcred 
Sharpwit,  for  1  have  fpent  all  my  ftock,  and  want 
money.  So  they  went  both  together;  but,  when 
they  came  to  the  place  where  the  money  had  been 
bid,  behold  the  birds  were  flown.  Sharpwit,  on 
this,  threw  himfelf  on  the  ground,  tore  his  hair, 
rent  his  clothes,  and,  weeping  to  his  companion. 
Why  haft  thou  dealt  fo  unkindly  with  thy  friend"? 
faid  he  j  for,  nobody  but  you  could  take  away  the 
money,  fince  nobody  elfe  knew  where  it  was  bid. 
It  was  in  vain  for  Simpleton  to  fwear  he  had  not  ta- 
ken it  away ;  the  other  ftill  feigned  to  be  aflured 
of  the  contrary,  and  wickedly,  not  contented  with 
robbing  his  brother  of  all  he  had,  was  for  having 
him  lofe  his  life  by  falfe  accufations,  that  he 
might  be  fure  to  have  no  more  fear  of  his  finding 
him  out.  What  will  not  the  wicked  thirft  after 
money  compel  us  to  !  To  conclude ;  at  length 
they  went  both  before  a  judge,  before  whom 
Sharpwit,  ■  after  he  had  related  the  whole  flory, 
how  they  found  the  money,  and  how  they  agreed 
to  hide  it,  accufed  Simpleton  of  having  ftolen  it. 
The  judge  called  prefently  for  witnelies  to  prove 
the  robbery  J  to  which  Sharpwit  replied,  I  have 
no  other  witnefs  but  the  tree  that  grows  next 
the  place;  and,  I  hope  God,  who  is  juft,  will  fuf- 
fcr  the  dumb  tree  to  give  teftimony  of  the  truth. 
The  judge,  admiring  to  hear  the  maivtalkat  fuch 
a  rate,  refolved  to  fee  the  iflue  of  the  bufincfs,  and, 
accepting  the  tree  for  a  witnefs,  promifed  the  next 
day  to  take  a  wa!k  to  the  tree  and  examine  it : 
and  fo  the  two  merchants  went  home.  In  the 
mean  time  Sharpwit  told  his  father  the  whole 
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ftory,  afluring  him  withal  that  he  had  no  hope 
but  in  him  when  he  took  the  tree  for  his  evi-^ 
dence  ;  and  if  yoa  will  but  act  your  parr,  added 
he,  we  [hall  have  the  fum,  which  I  have  taken,  to 
ourfelves,  and  as  much  more  from  the  party  ac- 
cufed  upon  his  condemnation,  which  will  ferve  us 
very  well  the  rema"nder  of  our  days.  His  father, 
on  this,  afked  him  what  he  was  to  do :  Why,  lir, 
replied  the  fon,  you  muft  go  into  the  tree  in  the  e- 
vening,  and  lie  there  all  night,  to  the  end  that, 
when  the  judge  comes  betimes  in  the  morning, 
you  may  give  teftimony  according  to  the  cuftom. 
O  fon !  faid  the  father,  leave  off  thefe  fchcmes  of 
knaver}',  for,  though  thou  mayeft  deceive  men, 
thou  canft  never  deceive  the  Almighty  j  and,  I 
am  afraid,  thy  fortune  will  have  the  fame  fuccefs 
with  that  of  the  fro^. 


FABLE     XXIV. 

The  Frog,  tbs  C  r  a  y-F  i  s  h,  and  the 
Serpent. 

THERE  was  once  a  frog  which  had  her 
habitation  in  tne  neigh boi;r hood  of  the 
hole  of  a  ferpent,  who,  every  time  Ihe  had 
young  ones,  ate  them  up;  this  put  ber  almoft  be- 
fide  her  wits ;  ^nd,  one  day  going  to  pay  a  vifit 
to  a  cray-nfli,  that  was  one  of  her  goflips,  in  the 
aiiguiih  of  her  heart  Hie  uttered  many  bitter  im- 
precations agaiiift  the  ferpent,  and  made  her  the 
confidant  of  her  grievances.  The  cray-fiili  put 
her  in  good  heart,  affuring  her,  that  a  way  might 
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fce  found  out  to  rid  her  from  fuch  a  pernicious 
neighbour.  You  will  oblige  me  indeed,  faid 
the  frog,  if  you  will  teach  me  that.  Hark 
you  then,  replied  the  cray  -fifli,  there  is  in  fuch 
a  place  one  of  my  comrades,  who  is  very  large, 
and  indeed  a  monfter  among  us ;  take  you  a 
fufficient  number  of  littlfi  men,  ws,  and  lay 
them  all  in  a  row  from  this  cray-fifti's  hole  to 
the  ferpent's  Iodising;  for,  the  cray- f.lh  that  I 
tell  you  of  will  certainly  fnap  them  up  all,  one  af- 
ter another,  till  he  comes  where  the  ferpent  lies, 
■who  will  come  forth  upon  the  noife,  and  then  the 
cray-fifh  will  devour  him  too.  The  frog  fol- 
lowed this  advice,  and  tafted  the  fueet  plcafure 
of  revenge.  But,  two  days  after,  the  cray- fifli 
that  had  eaten  the  ferpent,  thii-king  to  find  more, 
\vcnt  hunting  in  the  fame  neighbourhood,  and 
foon  fell  upon  the  j  lace  where  the  frog  was  now 
with  another  brood,  and  ate  up  not  only  all  her 
young  ones  but  herfelf  alfo. 

You  fee  by  tliis  fable,  concluded  he,  that  de- 
ceivers are  often  deceived.  Father,  faid  the  fon, 
let  me  entreat  you  to  leave  off  this  idle  difcourfc; 
we  have  no  tiuic  now  for  talking,  but  mufl  con- 
clude either  to  earn  the  nioney,  or  go  widiout  it. 
Upon  this,  the  old  man,  who  was  covetous  enough, 
not  able  to  diffuade  his  {on,  fubmiited,  and  went 
and  hid  liimfelt  in  the  tree.  The  ne\t  d.iy,  be- 
times in  the  morning,  the  judge  made  hafte  to 
the  tree,  accompanied  by  a  great  number  of  per- 
fons  of  wit  and  penetration,  and  a  great  croud 
of  others  that  deiircd  to  bewitncflls  of  this  new 
way  of  accufation.  After  fome  ceremonies,  the 
judge  aflced  the  tree,  whether  it  wore  true  that 
Simpleton  had  taken  the  money  in  difpute  ?  Irc- 
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Ibfttly  he  heard  a  voice  that  anfwered,  J'^j, — hi 
is  guilty  of  what  be  is  accatfed.  This  fomewhat 
aftonifhed  the  judge  at  firft ;  but  afterwards,  fur- 
inifing  that  there  might  be  fomebody  in  the  tree, 
ordered  all  the  boughs  round  about  the  tree  to 
be  heaped  to:rether  and  fee  on  fire.  Upon  which 
the  poor  old  fnan,  after  he  had  endured  the  heat 
as  long  as  he  could,  cried  out,  mercy,  mercy ; 
and,  being  then  lifted  out  of  the  tree,  confeiTed 
the  truth,  made  manlfeft  the  innocence  of  Sim- 
pleton, and  Sharpwit's  wickednefs ;  for  which  he 
was  puniflied  as  he  deferved,  while  all  the  money 
was  taken  from  the  accufer  and  given  to  the  par- 
ty accufed. 

I  have  recited  this  example  to  you,  faid  KaJila, 
to  (hew  you,  that  there  is  nothing  like  adling  with 
uprightnefs  and  fmcerity.  You  are  to  blame, 
faid  Oamna,  to  call  wit  by  the  name  of  kna- 
very, and  the  czre  of  a  man's  own  intereds  by 
the  appellation  of  artifice  :  for  my  part,  I  am 
'apt  to  think,  that  1  have  (hewed  nothing  but  wit 
and  judgement  in  my  whole  conduct.  Thou  art 
a  wicked  creature,  cried  Kalila,  nor  will  I  any 
longer  li^cn  to  thee,  or  live  with  thee  j  thou 
teacheft  fuch  wicked  maxims,  that  thofe  who 
frequent  thy  company,  I  am  afraid,  will  come  to 
the  fame  end  with  a  certain  gardener,  ff  whom  I 
will  tell  thee  a  remarkable  hiftory. 


FABLE 
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FABLE      XXV. 
l^he  Gardener  and  /i'^  B  e  a  r, 

1"^  HE  RE  was  once,  in  the  eafterns  parts  of 
our  country,  a  gardener  who  loved  gar- 
dening to  that  degree,  that  he  wholly  abfented 
himfelf  from  the  company  of  tgen,  to  the  end  he 
might  give  himfelf  up  entirely  to  the  care  of  his 
flowers  and  plants.  He  had  neither  wife  nor 
children  ;  and,  from  morning  till  night,  he  did 
nothing  but  work  in  his  garden,  fo  that  it  lay  like 
a  terreltrial  paradife.  At  length,  however,  the 
good  man  grew  weary  of  being  alone,  and  took  a 
refolution  to  leave  his  garden  in  fearch  of  good 
company. 

As  he  was,  foon  after,  walking  at  the  foot  of 
a  mountain,  he  fpied  a  bear,  whofe  looks  had  in 
them  nothing  of  the  favage  fiercenefs  natural  to' 
that  animal,  but  were  mild  and  gentle.  This 
bear  was  alfo  weary  of  being  alone,  and  came 
down  from  the  mountain,  for  no  other  reafon 
but  to  fee  whether  he  could  'meet  with  any  one 
that  would  join  fociety  with  him.  So  foon,  there- 
fore, as  thefe  two  faw  each  other,  they  began  to 
have  a  friftidlhip  for  one  another ;  and  the  gar-' 
dcncr  firit  accofted  the  bear,  who,  in  return,* 
made  him  a  profound  reverence.  After  fomc 
coinpHmtnts  paflcd  between  them,  the  gardener 
made  the  bear  a  hgn  to  follow  him ;  and,  carrying 
him  into  his  garden,  regaled  him  with  a  world 
of  very  delicious  fruit,  which  he  had  carefully 
prefcrved  ;  fo  that  at  length  they  entered  into  a 
very  fli  icl  fricndfliip  together  j    infomuch   thnt, 

when 
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t^hen  the  gardener  was  weary  of  working,  and! 
lay  down  to  take  a  little  nap,  the  bear,  out  of 
affe(9:ion  ftayed  all  the  while  by  him,  and  kept 
ofF  the  flies  from  his  face.  One  day,  as  the  gar- 
dener lay  down  to  fleep  at  the  foot  of  a  tree, 
and  tiie  bear  ilood  by,  according  to  his  cuftotn, 
to  drive  away  the  file?,  it  happened  that  one 
ofthofe  infeits  did  light  upon  tlie  gardener's 
mouth,  an  J,  Itill  as  the  bear  drove  it  away  from 
one  fide,  it  would  light  on  the  other ;  which  put 
the  bear  into  fuch  a  paflion  that  he  took  up  a 
great  ftone  to  kill  it.  It  is  true,  he  did  kill  the 
fly,  but  at  the  fame  time  he  broke  out  two  or 
three  of  the  gardener's  teeth.  Whence  men 
of  judgement  obferve,  That  it  is  better  to  have 
a  prudent  enemy  than  an  ignorant  friend. 

This  example  fhews,  that  we  fliould  take  care 
whom  we  are  concerned  with  ;  rnd  I  am  of  opi- 
nion that  your  fociety  is  no  lefs  dangerous  than 
the  company  of  the  bear.  This  is  an  ill  com- 
parifon,  replied  Damna,  I  hope  I  am  not  fo  igno- 
rant but  that  I  am  able  to  diftinguifh  between 
what  is  baneful  and  what  is  beneficial  to  my 
friend.  Why,  I  know  very  well,  indeed,  re- 
plied Kalila,  that  your  tranfgreffions  are  not  th« 
failings  of  ignorance ;  but  I  know,  too,  that  you 
can  betray  your  friends,  and  that,  when  you  do, 
it  is  not  without  long  premeditation ;  witnefs  the 
contrivance  you  made  ufe  of  to  fct  the  lion  and 
the  poor  ox  together  by  the  ears  :  but,  aftej  this, 
I  cannot  endure  to  hear  you  pretend  to  innocence. 
In  (hort,  you  are  like  the  man  that  would  make 
bis  friend  believe  that  rats  -eat  iron. 

FABLE 
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FABLE      XXVI. 

The   Merchant    an^i  bis    Friend. 

A  Certain  merchant,  faid  Kalila,  purfuing  her 
difcourfe,  had  once  a  great  dcfire  to  make 
a  long  journey.  Now,  in  regard  that  he  was  not 
very  wealthy,  It  is  rcquifite,  faid  he  to  himfelf, 
that  before  my  departure  I  fhould  leave  feme  part 
of  my  eftate  in  the  city,  to  the  end  that,  if  I  meet 
with  ill  luck  in  my  travels,  I  may  have  where- 
withal to  keep  me  at  my  return.  To  this  pur- 
pofe  he  delivered  a  great  number  of  bars  of  iron, 
which  were  a  principal  part  of  his  wealth,  in  truft 
to  one  of  his  jfriends,  defiring  him  to  keep  them 
during  his  abfence  J  and  then,  taking  his  leave, 
away  he  went.  Some  time  after,  having  had  but 
ill  luck  in  his  travels,  he  returned  home  ;  and 
the  (irft  thing  he  did  was  to  go  to  his  friend,  and 
demand  his  iron:  but  his  friend,  who  owed  feve- 
ral  fums  of  money,  having  fold  the  iron  to  pay 
his  own  debts,  made  him  this  anfwer  :  Truly, 
friend,  faid  he,  I  put  your  iron  into  a  room  that 
was  clofe  locked,  imagining  it  would  have  been 
there  as  fccure  as  my  own  gold  ;  but  an  acci- 
dent has  happened  which  nobody  could  have  fuf- 
pe<5tcd ;  for,  there  was  a  rat  in  the  room  that  ate 
it  all  up.  The  merchant,  pretending  ignorance, 
replied,  it  is  a  terrible  misfortune  to  me  indeed,  but 
I  know  of  old  that  rats  love  iron  extremely;  I 
have  fufFered  by  them  many  times  before  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  therefore  can  the  better  bear 
my  prcfcnt  aiflivlion.     This  anlwer  extremely 
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pleafed  the  friendj^^who  was  glad  to  hear  the.  mer- 
chant fo  well  inclined  to  believe  that  the  rats  had 
eaten  his  iron ;  and,  to  remove  all  fufpicions,  de- 
fired  him  to  dine  with  him  the  next  day.  The- 
merchar.t  promifed  he  would  ;  but  in  die  mean 
time  he  met  in  the  middle  of  the  city  one  of  his 
friend's  children ;  the  child  he  carried  home, 
and  locked  up  in  a  room.  The  next  day  he  went 
to  his  friend,  who  feemed  to  be  in  great  afflicH- 
on,  which  he  afked  him  the  caufe  of,  as  if  he 
had  been  perfectly  ignorant  of  what  had  happen- 
ed. O  my  dear  friend !  anfwered  the  other,  I 
beg  you  to  excufe  me,  if  you  do  not  fee  me  fo 
chearful  as  otherwife  I  fhould  be ;  I  have  loft  one 
of  my  children;  I  have  had  him  cried  by  found 
of  trumpet,  but  I  know  not  what  is  become  of 
him.  Oh  !  replied  the  merchant,  I  am  grieved 
to  hear  this,  for,  yefterday  in  the  evening,  as  I 
parted  hence,  I  faw  an  owl  in  the  air  with 
a  child  in  his  claws,  but  whether  it  were  yours 
I  cannot  tell.  Why,  you  moft  foolifh  and  ab- 
furd  creature  replied  the  friend,'  are  you  not  afha- 
med  to  tell  fuch  an  egregious  lie  ?  an  owl,  that 
weigh?,  at  moft,  not  above  two  or  three  pounds, 
can  he  carry  a  boy  that  weighs  above  fifty  ?  Why, 
replied 'the  merchant,  do  you  make  fuch  a  won- 
der at  that  ?  as  if,  in  a  country  where  one  rat  can 
eat  a  hundred  ton  weight  of  iron,  it. were  fuch  a 
wonder  for  an  owl  to  carry  a  child  that  weighs 
not  above  fifty  pounds  in  all.  The  fi:-iaid,  upon 
this,  found  that  the  merchant  was  no  fuch  fool 
as  he  took  him  to  be,  begged  his  pardon  for  the 
cheat  which  he  defigned  to  have  put  upon  him, 
reftored  him  the  value  of  his  iron,  and  fo  had  his 
fon  again. 

This 
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This  fable  (hews,  continued  Kalila,  that  thefe 
fine-lpun  deceits  are  not  always  fuccefsful  ;  but, 
as  to  your  principles,  I  can  eafily  fee  that  if  you 
could  be  fo  unjuft  as  to  deceive  the  lion,  to  whom 
you  were  fo  much  indebted  for  a  thoufand  kind- 
nell'es,  you  will  with  much  more  confidence  put 
your  tricks  upon  thofe  to  whom  you  are  lefs 
obliged.  This  is  the  reafon  why  1  think"  your 
company  is  dangerous. 

While  Damna  and  Kalila  where  thus  confabu- 
lating together,  the  lion,  whofe  paflion  was  now 
over,  made  great  lamentations  for  Cohotorbe^ 
iaying,  th.it  he  began  to  be  fenfible  of  his  lofs,  be- 
caufe  of  his  extraordinary  endowments,  I  know 
not,  added  he,  whether  I  did  ill  or  wejl  in  de- 
ftroying  him,  or  whether  what  was  reported  of 
him  vi'as  true  or  filfe.  Thus,  mufmg  for  a  while 
in  a  lludious  melancholy,  at  length  he  repented^ 
of  having  punifhcd  a  fubjedt,  who  might,  for 
aught  he  knew,  be  innocent.  Damna,  obfervhig 
that  the  lion  was  feized  with  remorfe  of  con- 
fcicnce,  left  Kalila,  and  accofted  the  king  with 
a  moft  refpeCtful  humility:  Sir,  faidhe,  what 
makes  your  majefty  fo  penfive  ?  cdnfidcr,  that 
here  your  enemy  lies  at  your  feet,  and  fix  your 
eyes  upon  fuch  an  object  with  delight.  When 
1  think  upon  Cohotorbe's  virtues,  faid  the  lion,  I 
cannot  but  bemoan  his  lofs.  He  was  my  fup- 
port  and  my  comfort,  and  it  was  by  his  prudent 
counfel  that  my  people  lived  in  repofe.  This 
indeed  was  once  the  cafe,  replied  Damna,  but 
his  revolt  was  therefore  the  more  dangerous  ;  and 
I  am  grieved  to  fee  your  majefty  bewail  the  death 
of  an  unfaithful  fubjc*^.     It  is  true  he  was  pro- 
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fitable  to  the  public;  but,  in  regard  he  had  a  de- 
fign  u  on  your  perfon,  you  have  done  no  more 
than  what  the  wifeft  have  already  advifed,  which 
is  to  cut  off  a  member  that  would  prove  the  def- 
trudion  of  the  whole  body.  Thefe  admoni> 
tions  of  Damna  for  the  prefent  gave  the  lion  a 
little  comfort :  but,  notwithftanding  all,  CtAotor- 
•  b«'s  innocencecr>ingcontinuall)*afterwardsin^e 
monarch's  breail  for  vengeance,  rouzed  at  laft 
fome  thoughts  in  him,  by  which  he  found  means 
to  difcover  the  long  chain  of  villanies  Damna 
had  been  guilty  of.  He  that  vnll  reap  ivheat  muji 
never  f:xv  barky.  He  cr.h/  that  does  good  aSkns^ 
and  thinks  jti/i  thcugktSy  tviU  be  happy  in  ibis 
worlds  and  canmt  fail  of  rewards  and  bUJJings 
in  tife  ethfr. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.        III. 

'T'hat  the  Wicked  come  to  an  ill  end. 

jlir^^"31^  Have  with  great  attention  and  de- 
}5^  P  ^  light,  faid  Dabfchelim,  now  heard 
h^  ^g  the  hiftory  of  a  lycophant,  who,  by 
wtL^^Jife'  ^'s  flatteries,  deceived  his  prince,  and 
was  the  caufe  that  he  wronged  his  minifter : 
tell  me  therefore  now,  how  the  lion  came 
to  difcover  Damna's  infidelities,  and  what  was 
the  end  of  this  cunning  and  moft  wicked 
fox. 

Kings,  anfu'ered  tlie  old  Bramin,  are  by  no 
means  to  give  any  credit  to  the  various  reports 
that  are  whifpered  in  their  ears,  till  they  under- 
ftand  whether  the  ilorres  which  they  heaf  proceed 
from  the  lips  of  friends  or  enernics.  It  is  with 
great  delight  that  I  have  obferved  your  majefty's 
attention  to  what  I  have  been  relating,  and  now 
fliall  joyfully  proceed  to  give  the  account  of  thofe 
things  which  you  yet  defire  to  know.  Some 
time  after  the  lion  had  killed  the  ox,  he  was,  as 
I  have  already  obferved,  very  much  troubled  ia 
his  mind  j  the  refiedions,  that  he  continually 
made  upon  tlie  good  ferviccs  which  the  ox  had 
done  him,  plunged  him  into  fo  deep  a  melan- 
choly, that  he  abandoned  the  care  of  his  domi- 
Hions,   and  his  court  became  a  wilderncfs.     He 
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talked  without  interijiifiion  of  Cohotorbe's  rare 
endowments;  and  the  good  chara£ler  which 
others  gave  him  was  the  only  confolation  which 
his  grief  would  admit.  One  night  as  he  was 
wrapt  up  in  difcourfe  with  the  leopard  concern- 
ing the  virtues  of  the  ox;  Your  majefty,  faid 
the  leopard,  too  heavily  afRicls  yourlelf  for  a 
thing  which  it  is  impoflible  to  remedy:  and  fuf- 
fer  me  to  remind  your  majefty,  that  he,  that  tur- 
moils himfelfto  feelc  what  he  cannot  find,  not 
only  never  acquires  what  he  leeks,  but,  inftead  of 
that,  lofes  what  he  has ;  as  the  fox  once  loft:  a 
hide,  in  hopes  of  getting  a  hen  which  he  longed 
for.  k  is  a  remarkable  ftory,  and,  if  your  ma- 
jefty win  give  me  permiflion,  I  will  relate  it  to 
you. 


FABLE    I. 
T'i&ifFox,    fbeWoLT,  and  the  Rave  Ji, 

A  Certain  fox,  that  was  ranging  about  in  fearch 
of  food,  found  once  a  large  piece  of  a 
raw  hide,  which  fome  wild  beaft  or  other  had 
let  fall ;  he  ate  one  part  of  it,  and  took  the  reft: 
with  a  defign  to  carry  it  to  his  hole;  but,  in  his 
way,  near  a  village,  he  fpied  feveral  hens  that 
were  plump  and  fat,  which  a  certain  boy,  fet  to 
watch  them,  had  always  in  his  eye.  Thefe  dain- 
ties fet  the  fox's  teeth  watering  to  that  degree 
that  he  left  his  raw  hide,  which  he  was  furc  of, 
to  get  one  of  thefe  delicate  morfels.  At  the  fame 
inftant  came  a  wolf  up  to  him,  and  afked  hiin 
G  what 
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what  he  gazed  after  with  fo  much  eatncflnefs. 
Thofe  hens  that  you  fee  yoiider,  anfwered  the 
fox  J  I  would  fain  have  one  of  them  for  my  fc- 
cond  courfe.  You  will  only  lofe  your  time,  re- 
plied the  wolf,  in  attempting  it ;  they  are  guard- 
ed by  fo  vigilant  aferyant  that  it  is  impoffible  for 
you  to  get  near  them  without  running  a  mani- 
feft  hazard.  Take  my  advice  therefore,  content 
yourfelf  with  a  piece  of  raw  hide,  for  fear  yoii 
meet  with  the  fame  hard  fortune  that  once  befcl 
the  afs,  who,  while  he  was  lacking  after  his  tail, 
-loft  his  ears. 


FABLE    ir. 

The  Ass    and  the   G  a  r  d  e  n  e  p.. 

A  Certain  afs,  continued  he,  had  oncebyfome 
accident  loft  his  tail,  which  was  a  grievous 
afRidtion  to  him ;  and,  as  he  was  every  where  feek- 
ing  after  it,  being  fool  enough  to  think  he  could 
fet  it  on  again,  he  palTed  through  a  ineadow,  and 
afterwards  got  into  a  garden.  The  gardener  fee- 
ing him,  and  not  ub!e  to  endure  the  mifchief  he 
was  doing  in  trampling  down  his  garden,  fell  in- 
to a  violent  rage,  ran  to  the  afs,  and,  never  ftand- 
ing  on  the  ceremony  of  a  pillory,  cut  of  both  his 
ears,  and  beat  him  cut  of  the  ground.  Thus, 
the  afs,  who  bemoaned  the  lofs  of  his  tail,  was 
in  far  greater  afflidion  when  he  faw  himfelf 
without  ears:  and  believe  me,  that,  in  generaJ, 
whoever   he  be,  that  takes  not  reafon   for  his 
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guide,  wanders  about,    and  at  length  falis  int» 
precipices. 

The  fox,  however,  was  ftill  eagerly  importu- 
ned by  his  extraordinary  longing  after  a  tit-bit: 
What  come  you  hither  for,  faid  he  to  the  wolf^  to 
trouble  me  with  your  morals  and  your  fables  t 
I  will  let  you  fee,  that  he  v/ho  has  courage  fcorns 
the  terror  of  fuch  examples,  and  dares  do  any 
thing.  So  faying,  he  advanced  flily  toward  the 
hens,  leaving  his  piece  of  raw  hide ;  and  the 
wolf,  -finding  that  his  admonitions  would  do  no 
good,  went  about  his  bulinefs.  In  the  mean  time 
the  fox  crept  foftly  toward  his  feathered  prey ; 
but  the  boy,  perceiving  his  thievifh  intention, 
threw  a  large  Itone  fo  luckily  at  him,  that  he  hit 
him  on  the  foot.  The  poor  fox,  afraid  left  the 
boy  fiiould  reach  his  pate  next  time,  returned 
with  much  more  hal^e  than  he  came,  reiolving  to 
be  contented  vnth  his  piece  of  raw  hide.  But, 
alas  !  that  was  gone  too ; .  for,  a  raven  coming 
by  at  the  fame  time,  had  carried  it  away ;  and 
the  fox  could  now  have  torn  his  own  flefh  for 
madnefs. 

You  fee,  fir,  purfued  the  leopard,  by  thefe 
ftories,  the  misfortunes  that  attend  rafh  and  incon- 
fiderate  enterprizes ;  and  permit  me  to  add,  that 
your  majefty  ought  never  to  defpair,  nor  aban- 
don the  government  of  your  dominions  for  the 
lofs  of  one  fubjedl.  On  this  the  lion  for  a  while 
ftood  mute,  but  then  recovering  his  fpeech,  You 
fay  true,  faid  he,  but,  if  I  do  not  this,  I  would  at 
leaft  eafe  my  troubled  mind,  and  ftrongly  revenge 
Cohotorbe's  death  if  I  could  find  that  he  had  been 
imjuftly  accufed.  This  is  a  jull  and  a  noble  in- 
G  2  tent. 


C      124      ) 

tent,  replied  the  leopard ;  but,  fir,  defponding 
is  not  the  way  to  attain  your  end :  you  mull 
carefully  examine  whether  the  complaints,  that 
were  brought  you  of  his  miicarriages,  were  true 
or  not.  If  he  was  guilty,  he  has  been  deferved- 
ly  punifhed ;  if  not,  the  accufer  ought  to  feel 
your  feverity.  Then,  faid  the  lion  to  the  leo- 
pard, 1  appoint  thee  my  fearcher  of  the  truth  on 
tliis  occafion,  and  entreat  thee  to  do  all  thou 
canft  to  find  it  out... 

Now,  in  regard  it  was  by  this  time  late,  the 
leopard,  for  the  prefent,  took  his  leave  of  the  lion : 
but  in  his  way  to  his  lodging,  paffingbyKaUlaand 
Damna's  apartment,  he  thought  he  heard  them 
difcourfing  together.  The  leopard  had  long  fuf- 
pedted  Damna  to  be  no  Jefs  wicked  than  indeed 
he  was,  and  his  curiofity  therefore  led  him  to  go 
near  and  iiften.  Kalila,  as  fortune  would  have 
it,  was  at  this  very  time  upbraiding  her  hufband 
with  his  perhdioulhefs,  his  diffimulation,  and  all 
the  artifices  he  had  made  ufe  of  toruin  Cohotorbe. 
'I'he  leopard,  fully  informed  by  her  reproaches  of 
Damna's  treafons,  went  immediately  away  to  the 
lion's  mother,  to  whom  he  related  what  he  had 
heard;  and  (he  prefently  hafted  to  her  fon,  crying 
to  him.  You  -have  reafon  indeed  to  be  aiflidlied 
for  the  lofs  of  Johotorbc,  your  favourite  ;  for,  he 
died  innocent.  What  proof  have  you  otthis  ? 
demanded  the  lion  eagerly.  Pardon  me,  aniwer»- 
cd  the  mother,  if  1  am  not  fo  hafty  to  reveal  a  fe- 
cret  which  may,  if  too  fuddenly  related  to  you, 
inflame  your  anger  to  too  high  a  degree,  and  pre- 
judice the  perfoii  that  hap  incrufted  me.  But  I 
bd'cech  you  liltcn  to  this  lablc. 

FABLE 
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FABLE     III. 
The   Prince    mid  bis    Minister. 

THERE  was  once  a  prince  who  was  very 
much  famed  throughout  all  thefe  coaiitries  j 
he  was  a  great  conqueror,  and  was  potent,  rich, 
and  juft.  One  di^.y^  as  he  was  hunting,  faid  he 
to  his  miniiler,  put  on  thy  beft:  fpeed,  1  will  run 
my  horfe  againli  thine,  that  we  may  fee  v/hich 
|s  the  fwifteft :  1  have  a  long  time  bad  a  ftrange 
deflre  to  make  this  trial.  The  miniftcr,  ino':e- 
dience  to  his  mafter,  put  on  his  horfe,  and  rode 
full  fpeed,  and  the  king  followed  him.  But,  when 
they  were  got  a  great  diftance  from  the  grandees 
and  nobles  that  accompanied  them,  the  king, 
flopping  his  horfe,  faid  to  his  minifter,  I  had  no 
other  defign  in  this  but  to  bring  thee  to  a  pliice 
where  we  might  be  alone  ;  for  I  have  a  fecret  ta 
impart  to  thee,  having  found  thee  more  faithful 
than  any  other  of  my  iervants.  I  have  a  jealoufy 
that  the  pririce,  my  brother,  is  framing  f^me  con- 
ti  ivance  againft  my  perfon,  and,  for  tliat  reaJon, 
I  have  made  choice  of  thee  to  prevent  him  ;  but 
be  difcreet.  The  minifter  on  this  fwore  he  would 
tie  true  to  him  ;  and,  when^hey  had  thus  agreed, 
'^ey  ftaid  till  the  company  overtook  them,  v,ho 
were  in  great  trouble  for  the  king's  penbn. 
The  minifter,  however,  notwithftanding  his  pro 
jprtifes  to  the  king,  upon  the  firft  opportunity  he 
had  to  fpeak  with  the  king's  brother,  difclofed  to 
him  the  defign  that  was  brewing  to  take  away  his 
life.  And  this  obliged  the  young  prince  to  thank 
him  for  his  information,  promifc  iiim  great  re- 
G  3  wards, 
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v^ardf,  and  take  fome  precautions  in  regard  to 
his  own  fafety. 

Some  few  days  after,  the  king  died,  and  his 
brother  (ucceeded  him  :  but,  when  the  minifter, 
who  had  done  him  this  fignal  fervice,  expeded 
now  fome  great  preferment,  the  firft  thing  he  did, 
after  he  was  advanced  to  the  throne,  was  to  or- 
der him  to  be  put  to  death.  The  poor  wretch, 
immediately  upbraided  him  with  the  fervice  he  had 
done  him.  Is  this,  faid  he,  the  recompence  for 
my  frieridfliip  to  you  ?  this  the  reward  which  you 
promifcd  me  ?  Yes,  anfwered  the  new  Icing,  who- 
ever reveals  the  fecrets  of  his  prince  deferves  no 
lefs  than  death:  and,  fmce  thou  haft  com.mitted 
fo  foul  a  crime,  thou  deferveft  to  die.  Thou  be- 
tiuyedft  a  kir.g  who  put  his  confidence  in  thee, 
and  who  loved  thee  above  all  his  court,  how  is  it 
poiTible  therefore  for  me  to  truft  thee  in  my  fer- 
vice i  It  was  in  vain  for  the  minifter  to  allege 
anyreafons  in  his  own  juftification,  they  would 
not  be  heard,  nor  could  he  efcape  tlie  ftroke  of 
the  executioner. 

You  fee  by  this  fable,  fon,  continued  the  old 
lionefs,  that  fecrets  are  not  to  be  difclofed.  But, 
my  dear  mother,  anfwered  the  king,  he,  that  en- 
trufted  you  with  this  fecret,  defires  that  it  lliouid 
be  made  known,  feeing  he  is  the  firft  that  makes 
the  difcovery :  for,  if  he  could  not  keep  it  himfelf, 
how  could  he  defire  another  to  be  more  referved  ? 
Let  me  conjure  you,  continued  he,  if  what  you 
have  to  fay  be  true,  put  me  out  of  my  pain.  The 
mother  feeing  herfelf  fo  hardly  preft ;  then,  faid 
fhc,  I  muft  inform  you  of  a  criminal  unworthy  of 
pardon  ;  for,  though  it  be  the  faying  of  wife  men, 
that  a  king  ought  to  be  merciful,    yet  there  are 

certain 
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certain  crimes  that  never  ought  to  be  forgiven. 
It  is  Damna  I  mean,  purfued  the  matron  lioncfs, 
who,  by  his  falfe  inlinuatious,  wrought  Cohotor- 
be'?  fall.     And  having  fo  faid,  (he  retired,  leaving 
the*ii'on  in  a  dec*p  aftoniilinrient.      Some  time  he 
pondered  with  liimfelf  on  this  difcovery,  and  after- 
wards fummoned  analTemblyof  the  whole  court. 
Damna  taking  umbrage  at  this  (.as  guilty  confci- 
ences  always  make  people  cowards)  comes  to  one 
of  the  king's  favourites,  and  afks  him  if  he  knew 
the  reafon  of  the  lion's  calling  fuch  an  afiembly  ? 
Which  the  lion's  mother  overhearing,  Yes,  faid 
fhe,    it  is  to  pronounce  thy  death  ;    for  thy  arti- 
fice and   juggling  politics  are  now,  though  too 
late,    difcovered.      Madam,    anfwered  Damna, 
they  who  render  themfelves  worthy  of  efteem  and 
honour  at  court  by  their  virtues  never  fail  of  e- 
nemies.     Oh  !  that  wc,  added  he,  would  a<St  no 
other  wife  than  as  the  Almighty  ails  in  regard  to  us  -^ 
for,  he  gives  to  every  one  according  to  his  dcfert; 
but  we,    on  the  other  fide,    frequently  punifh 
thofe  who  were  worthy  of  reward,    and  as  often 
cherilh  thofe  that  deferve  our  indignation.     How 
much  was  I  to  blame  to  quit  my  folitude,  mere- 
ly to  confecrate  my  life  to  the  king's  fervice,  to 
meet  with  this   reward.     Whoever,   continued 
he,  difiatisned  with  what  he  has,  prefers  the  fer- 
vice of  princes  before  his  duty  to  his  Creator, 
will  be  fure,    I  find,    early  or  late  to  repent  in 
vain.     This  your  kdyfliip  may  fee  by  the  follow- 
ing ftory. 
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'   3F  ABLE      IV. 

^  Hermit  who  quitted  tke  ^  defsft  to 
live  at  csurt, 

THERE  was  once,  in  a  remote  part  of  his 
^  ^  majefty's  (my  hitherto  moft  gracious  mafA 
ter  s;  dominions,  a  certain  hermit,  who  had  re- 
nounced the  pleafures  of  the  world,  and  led  a  vtr 
ry  auftere  life  in  a  wildernefs.     His  virtue,    iri  a 
fmall  time,  made  fuch  a  noife  in  the  world,  thit 
an  infinite  number  of  people  flocked  every  day  to 
confult  him  upon  feveral  different  matters.     The 
fame  of  this  hermit's  wifdom  and  virtue  fprcade- 
very  day  more  and  more.     Thekin:^  of  the  coun- 
try, who  was  very  devout,  and  who^lovcd  all  vir- 
tuous and  worthy  men,  no  fooner  underf^ood  that 
there  was   in  his  kingdom  a  perfon  of  fo  much 
knowledge  and  goodnefs,  but  he  rode  to  fee  him, 
made  him  a  noble  prefent,  and  defiredthathe  might 
hear  fome  of  his  learned  and  virtuous  exhortations. 
On  this  deflre  of  the  monarch  thehermit  began,and 
laid  before  him  a  mofl  glorious  fcene  of  true  know- 
icd^e.     Sir,  faid  he,  the  almighty  Governor  of  the 
timverfe  has  two  habitations,  the  one  perifhable, 
which  is  the  world,    the  other  eternal,    which  is 
the  abode  of  the  blefled  hereafter.     It  is  not  for 
your  majefly,  therefore,   to  dote  upon  the  felici- 
ties of  the  earth  j    you  ought  to  afpire  to  thofe 
eternal  tteafures,   the  meaneft  part  of  which  is  of 
a  nobler  value  than  all  the  principalities  of  the 
world.     Try  then,    facred  fir,   with  earncf^hcfs, 
to  attain  the  pofieffion  iji  thofe  eternal  bicffings, 
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and  you  (hall  not  lofe  the  reward  of  your  endea 
vours.  The  monarch,  ontKis,  demanded  by  what 
affiduities  they  might  be  acquired.  By  a  feries  ot 
yirtuous  actions  alone^  replied  the  hermit;  par- 
,;^icularly  by  reiieving  the  poor  and  fuccouring  the 
'  Vdiftrefled ;  for,  of  this  be  ever  mindful :  all  princes, 
that  define  to  enjoy  eternal  repofe,  muft  labour  to 
give  temporal  tranquillity  to  their  fubjecls. 

The  king  was  fo  taken  with  this  difcourfe, 
that  he  took  up  a  refolution  to  fpend  fome  hours 
with  this  good  hermit  every  day,  and  fo,  for  the 
prefent,  returned  to  his  palace.  Long  continued 
he  every  day  his  vifits  to  this  oracle  of  truth  : 
among  the  reft,  one  day,  as  the  king  and  the 
hermit  were  together  in  the  hermitage,  they  faw 
aconfufed  multitude  of  people  thronging  toward 
them,  and  rending  the  air  with  loud  cries  of 
Juftice,  juftice.  The  hermit  went  to  the  door 
of  the  cave,  and,  bidding  them  draw  near,  examined 
them;  and,  having  underftood  their  differences, 
made  a  quick  and  peaceful  accommodation  be- 
tween them,  fending  them  away  all  praying  for  a 
thoufand  b'.eilings  on  him.  The  king,  upon  this, 
admiring  the  hermit's  prudence  and  difpatch,  de- 
fired  him  that  he  would  favour  him  fo  far  as,  for 
the  fake  of  the  public  good,  fometimes  to  leave  his 
tranquil  abode  for  a  few  hours,  and  be  prefent 
in  his  councils.  The  hermit  readily  agreed  to 
this,  believing  he  might  be  beneficial  to  the 
poor ;  and,  after  this,  was  frequently  in  thofe 
affemblies;  and  the  king  ever  pronounced  his  de- 
crees according  to  his  judgement,  infomuch  that, 
at  length  he  became  fo  neceflary,  that  nothing  was 
done  in  the  kingdom  without  his  advice. 

The  hermit,  now  beginning  to  find  that  men 

made  their  addreffes  to  him,    began  to  forget  his 
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determined  folitude  and  humility,  and  foon  took 
upon  him  the  rank  and  quality  of  chief  minifter. 
To  which  end  he  provided  himfelf  with  a  rich 
livery  and  a  numerous  train.  He  now  forgot 
his  aufterities,  his  penances,  and  his  prayers, 
and,  looking  upon  himfelf  as  one  that  would  be 
greatly  miffed  in  the  government,  took  great  care 
of  his  own  perfon,  lay  foft,  and  fed  upon  the  moft 
exquifite  dainties  :  and  the  king,  who  v/as  very 
well  fatisficd  with  the  hermit,  let  him  do  as  he 
pleafed,  and,  in  fhort,  difcharged  upon  his  flioul- 
dcrs  the  whole  burden  of  his  care. 

^  One  day  another  hermit,  a  friend  to  him  that 
lived  at  court,  coming  to  vifit  his  brother,  with 
whom  he  had  frequently  fpent  whole  nights  in 
prayer  and  whole  days  in  fafting  and  penitence, 
was  aftonifhed  to  fee  him  arrayed  in  coftly  habits, 
and  environed  with  a  great  number  of  fervants  : 
referving  his  patience,  however,  till  night  locked 
up  all  the  court  in  dark  retirement ;  when  all  was 
hurtled,  accofting  the  courtier-hermit  in  the  moft 
pathetic  manner,  O  my  dear  friend,  faid  he,  in 
what  a  condition  do  I  find  vou  ?  what  a  ftrangc 
alteration  is  this  ?  and  what  is  now  become  of 
all  the  fan6tity  that  you  ufed  to  pretend  to  ?  The 
court-hermit  would  fain  have  excufed  himfelf, 
by  faying.  That  he  was  conftrained  to  keep  (o 
great  a  train:  but  his  brother,  who  was  a  per- 
fon of  wit  and  judgement,  faid,  thefe  excufes 
are  the  di6>atcs  of  fenfuality ;  I  fee  that  wealth 
and  preferments  have  enchanted  your  devotion. 
What  demon  has  put  you  out  of  conceit  with 
your  praying-life  ?  and  why,  forgetting  the  duties 
of  a  retired  ftation,  do  you  here  prefer  noife  be- 
fore   fdence,    and   tumult  before  cafe?  Think 

not, 


(    131    ) 

Bot,  ai.fwered  the  court-hermit,  that  the  bufinels 
of  the  court  is  any  hindrance  to  me  from  continu- 
ing my  devotions ;  no,  brother,  I  continue  them 
with  more  than  wonted  fervour,  and  hourly  re- 
turn ray  humble  thanks  to  heaven  for  placing 
me  in  a  ftation  where  I  may  do  good  to  the 
world.  You  deceive  yourfelf,  replied  the  brother- 
hermit,  to  think  that  your  prayers  can  be  heard, 
whih  you  are  environed  with  the  cares  and  pomps 
of  the  world,  as  they  were  when  holy  and  hea- 
venly duties  took  up  all  your  time ;  no,  no,  I 
adjure  you,  therefore,  take  my  advice,  break  thefc 
chains  of  gold  that  bind  you  to  the  court,  and 
return  to  your  defert ;  otherwife,  be  afTured,  you 
will,  at  laft,  meet  with  the  cruel  deftiny  of  the 
Wind  man,  who  diefpifed  the  counfel  of  his 
friend. 


FABLE      V. 

'I'be  Blind  Maw  who  travelled  with  one 
of  bis  Friends. 

THERE  were  once,  continued  he,  two  mea 
that  travelled  together,  one  of  which  was 
blind.  Thefe  two  companions^  being  in  the  courfe 
df  their  journey  one  time  furprized  by  night 
iipon  the  road,  entered  into  a  meadow,,  there  to 
reft  themfelves  till  morning ;  and,  as  foon  as 
day  appeared,  they  rofe,  got  on  borfeback,  and 
continued  their  journey.  NoWy  the  blind  man, 
inftead  of  his  whip,  as  ill  fate  would  have  it,  had 
picked  up  a  ferpent  that  was  ftiff  with  cold  ;  but 
G  6  hanng 
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hiving  it  in  his  hand,  as  it  grew  a  little  warm, 
he  felt  it  fomewhat  fofter  than  his  whip,  which 
pleafed  him  very  much ;  he  thought  he  had  gained 
by  the  change,  and  therefore  never  minded  the 
lofs.  In  this  manner  he  travelled  forne  time ;  but, 
when  the  fun  began  to  appear  and  illuminate  the 
world,  his  companion  perceived  the  ferpent,  and 
with  loud  cries.  Friend,  faid  he,  you  have  taken 
up  a  ferpent  inftead  of  your  whip  j  throw  it  out 
of  your  hand,  before  you  feel  the  mortal  carefles 
of  the  venomous  animal.  But  the  blind  man,  nq 
lefs  blind  in  his  intellects  than  his  body,  believing 
that  his  friend  had  only  jefted  with  him  to  get 
away  his  whip.  What !  faid  he,  do  you  envy  mjr 
good  luck  ?  1  loft  my  whip  that  was  worth  no* 
thing,  and  here  my  kind  fortune  has  fent  me  at 
new  one.  Pray  do  not  take  me  for  fuch  a  change- 
ling but  that  I  can  diftinguifh  a  ferpent  from  a 
wh  p.  With  that  his  friend  replied.  Compani- 
on, I  am  obliged  by  the  laws  of  friendfliip  and 
humanity  to  inform  you  of  your  danger;  and 
therefore  let  me  again  afTure  you  of  your  error, 
and  conjure  you,  if  you  love  your  life,  throw 
away  the  ferpent.  To  which  the  blind  man, 
more  exafperated  than  perfuaded.  Why  do  you 
take  all  thefe  pains  to  cheat  me,  and  prefs  me  thus 
to  throw  away  a  thing,  which  you  intend,  as  foon 
as  I  have  done  fo,  to  pick  up  yourfelf  ?  His  com- 
panion, grieved  at  hisohftiiiacy>  intreated  him 
to  be  perluaded  of  the  truth,  fwore  he  had  no  fuch 
defign,  and  protefted  to  him  that  what  he  held 
in  his  hand  was  a  real  and  poifonous  ferpent. 
But  neither  oaths  nor  proteftations  could  pre- 
vail, the  blind  man  would  not  alter  his  re- 
folution.     1  he  fun,  by  this  time,  began  to  grow 
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high,  and  his  teams  having  warmed  the  (erpent 
by  degrees,  he  began  to  crawl  up  the  blind  man*$ 
arm,  which  he  immediately  after  bit  in  fuch  a 
venomous  manner,  that  he  gave  him  his  death's 
wound, 

^  This  example  teaches  us,  brother,  continued 
Ae  pious  hermit,  that  we  ought  to  diftruft  our 
feni'es,  and  that  it  is  a  difficult  tafk  to  mafler 
them,  when  we  are  in  poflellion  of  the  thing  that 
flitters  our  fancy. 

This  appofite  fcible,  and  judicious  admonition, 
awaked  the  court-hermit  from  tii?  pleafing  dream ; 
he  opened  his  eyes,  and  furveyed  the  hazards  that 
he  ran  at  court  j  and,  bev.ailing  the  time  which 
he  had  vairly  fpent  in  the  Service  of  the  world, 
he  pafled  the  night  in  fighs  and  tears.  His 
friend  conftantly  attended  him,  and  rejoiced  he 
had  made  him  a  convert;  bur,  aUs,  day  being 
come,  the  new  honours  that  were  done  him  de- 
llroyed  all  his  repentance.  At  this  melancholy 
fight,  the  pious  fiiranger,  with  tears  in  his  eyes, 
and  many  prayers  for  his  loft  brother,  as  he  ac- 
counted him,  took  his  leave  of  the  court  and  re- 
tired to  his  cell.  On  the  other  hand,  the  courtier 
began  to  thruft  hinifelf  into  all  manner  of  bufi- 
nefs,  and  foon  became  unjuft,  like  the  peop-e  o£ 
the  world.  i-Jne  day,  in  the  hurry  of  his  affairs, 
he  rafhly  and  inconliderately  condemned  to  death 
a  perfon,  who,  according  to  the  laws  ar.d  cuf- 
toms  of  toe  country,  ought  not  to  have  luffcred 
capital  puiflinient.  After  the  execution  of  the 
fentence,  his  confcience  teazed  him  with  re- 
proaches that  troubled  his  repofe  for  fome  time; 
and,  at  length,  the  heirs  of  the  perfon  whooi  be 
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had  unjuftly  condemned,  with  great  difEculty, 
obtained  leave  of  the  king  to  inform  agamil  the 
hermit,  whom  they  accufed  of  injuftice  and 
oppreflion ;  and  the  cou-iicil,  after  mature  de- 
bate upon  the  informations,  ordered.that  the  her- 
mit fhould  fufFer  the  fame  puniftiment  which  he 
had  infliiled  upon  the  perfon  deceafed.  The  her- 
mit made  ufe  of  all  his  credit  and  nis  riches  to  fave 
his  Hfe.  But  all  availed  not,  and  the  decree  of 
the  council  was  executed. 

I  muftconfefs,  faidDamna,  that,  according  to 
this  exami  le,  1  ought,  long  fince,  to  have  been 
puniihed  for  having  quitted  my  folitude  to  ferve 
the  icing  ;  notwithftanding  that  I  canfafely  ap- 
peal to  heaven,  that  1  am  guilty  of  no  crime  a- 
gainft  any  perfon  yet, 

Damnahere  gave  over  fpeaking,  and  his  elo- 
quence was  admired  by  all  the  court.  Different 
opinions  were  formed  of  him  by  the  different  per- 
fons  prefent.  And  as  for  the  lion,  he  held  down 
his  head,  turmoiled  with  fo  many  various  thoughts 
that  he  knew  not  what  to  refolve,  nor  what  an- 
fwer  to  give.  While  the  lion,  however,  was  in 
this  dilemma,  and  all  the  courtiers  kept  iilence, 
a  certain  creature,  called  Siagoufch,  who  was  one 
of  the  moft  faithful  fervants  the  king  had,  ftept; 
forward,  and  fpoke  to  this  effedl : 

O  thou  molt  wicked  wretch,  all  the  re- 
proaches, which  thou  throweft  upon  thofe  that 
ferve  kings,  turn  only  to  thy  own  (hame ; 
for,  befides  that  it  does  no  way  belong  to  thee  to 
enter  into  thefc  affairs,  know  that  an  hour  of 
jervice  done  to  the  king  is  worth  a  hundred 
years  of  prayer.  Many  perfons  of  merit  have 
we  ieeo,    that  have   quitted  their,  little  cells 
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to  go  to  court,  where,  ferving  princes,  tfieyhave 
eafed  the  people,  and  fecured  them  from  tyranni- 
cal oppreflions.  The  fable  which  I  am  going  to 
tell  you  may  ferve  for  a  proof  of  what  1  fay. 


FABLE    VI. 
A  religions  Doctor  and  a  Dervise. 

THERE  once  lived  in  a  certain  city  of  Perfia 
an  ancient  religious  do<Slor,  who  fpent  his 
life  wholly  in  his  proper  calling,  the  inculca- 
ting true  notions  of  virtue,  piety,  and  religion, 
into  perfons  of  all  ranks.  This  excellent  man 
had  an  eftablifhed  reputation,  throughout  the  king- 
dom, of  being  a  very  learned  and  virtuous  man. 
He  was  called  Rouchan  Zamir,  that  is  to  fay,  clear 
nifcience,  A  dervife,  of  great  fame  once,  pufhed 
on  by  the  motions  of  an  extraordinary  devotion, 
parted  fromMr-urain3chos,a  province  of  Tartary, 
to  vifit  this  religious  doctor,  and  to  confult  him 
upon  fome  difficult  queftions.  After  much  fa« 
tigue  he  arrived  at  the  habitation  of  our  dodor  : 
the  doctor,  himfelf,  however,  was  not  within, 
butarperfon,  that  he  kept  as  his  conitant  compa- 
nion, was  there,  who,  obferving  that  the  dervife 
was  wear)',  defired  him  to  reft  himfelf;  adding, 
that  this  was  the  hour  at  which  the  doclor  ufually 
returned  from  court,  whither  he  went  every  day. 
Here  all  was  at  once  deftroyed ;  for,  when  the  der- 
vife  heard  that  the  religious  doctor,  Clear  Con- 
fcience,  intermeddled  with  ftate affairs.  Oh !  cried 
he,  how  forry  I  am  to  have  come  fo  far  and  loft 
my  time  and  labour  !  for,  I  am  very  well  afiured 
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that  there  is  nothing  to  be  learned  from  a  man  that 
ffCqueiits  courts.  With  thefe  words,  he dtpart- 
ed  from  the  place  wirh  a  very  ill  opinion  of  the 
religious  u^  ".or.  Novv  it  happened,  that  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Watch  vvas  fearching  about  that  day 
for  a  notorious  robber,  v^ho  had  made  his  efcape 
the  night  before  j  and  the  king  had  threatened  to 
put  him  to  death  if  he  did  not  find  him  again. 
This  captain,  meeting  the  dervife,  feized  him  in- 
flead  of  the  offender  whom  he  fought  for,  and, 
without  examining  him,  hurried  him  away  imme- 
diately to  execution.  It  was  in  vain  for  the 
dervife  to  fwear  hiiTifelf  an  honeft  man,  his  tale 
would  not  be  heard,  and  already  the  hangman 
had  his  knife  ready  to  take  off  his  head,  when 
our  religious  do6tor,  returning  from  court,  favv 
the  dervife  in  the  hands  of  the  executioner.  The 
do6tor  immediately  ordered  bim  to  be  untied,  af- 
firming him  to  be  one  of  his  brethren,  and  that  it 
was  impolTible  he  Ihould  have  committed  the 
crime  of  which  he  was  accufed.  The  execu- 
tioner made  a  profound  reverence  to  the  dod^or, 
fell  upon  his  knee,  and  kifled  his  hand,  and  un- 
bound the  dervife,  who  accompanied  the  do£tor 
to  his  habitation.  As  they  were  going  on,  the 
doctor  entered  on  the  occafion  of  his  prefent 
manner  of  life  with  his  releafed  friend.  He  not 
furpri zed,  faid  he,  that  1  fpend  the  greateft  part 
of  my  time  at  court;  I  Mvenot  after  this  manner 
for  the  fake  of  the  vanities  of  the  world;  the/(5, 
believe  me,  brother,  I  have  no  taflc  for;  no,  it  is 
for  nobler  ends  that  I  attend  a  court.  Injufti' e 
and  opprefEon  too  often  reign  there;  theii:  I  fpend 
my  labours  to  prevent,  and  devote  my  life  to 
what  I  abftor,    that  I  may  be  able  to  refcue  the 
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ftranger  from  deflrudion,  make  the  diftrefled  be 
relieved,  and  to  deliver  from  death  the  innocent, 
fuch  as  you  are.  The  dervifs,  on  this,  acknow- 
led;^ing  that  he  had  made  a  moft  rafti  and  wicked 
judgement,  told  the  do<Sor,  that,  from  that  time 
forward,  he  would  never  blame  thofe  that  went 
4o  court  for  good  purpofes. 

By  this  example,  added  Siagoufch,  we  fee  that 
tha  greateft  obfervers  of  the  law  and  trueft  fol- 
lowers of  virtue  are  not  always  banifiied  from  the 
court.  It  is  true,  replied  Damna,  that  fome- 
times  mofl  virtuous  men  do  live  at  court ;  but 
it  is  not  till  after  they  have  implored  the  fuccour 
of  heaven,  becaufe  they  knov/ full  well,  that,  un- 
iefs  heaven  particularly  protedi  them,  they  muft-, 
of  neceifity,  ruin  themfclves.  Befides,  thefc 
people  never  come  to  court  till  they  have  abfo- 
lutely  laid  afide  all  private  interefts,  which  is  the 
moft  dangerous  rock  that  they  can  fplit  upon.  I 
confefs,  that,  with  a  mind  fe  free  from  intereft,  a 
mm  may  embrace  all  forts  of  conditions.  But 
we,  alas !  that  are  not  endowed  with  fuch  a  fub- 
lime  virtue,  how  Iball  we,  with  fafety  to  our- 
felves,  excrcife  an  employment  fo  dangerous,  un- 
lefs  we  have  the  good  fortune  alfo^o  ferve  juft  and 
penetratirg  princes,  who,  being  able  to  diftin- 
guifti  faithful  from  wicked  fervants,  reward  and 
punifh  them  according  to  the  rules  of  juftice  ? 

On  this,  the  mother  of  the  lion,  rifmg  from 
her  feat,  with  a  look  of  confcious  knowledge 
and  difdain,  faid,  Damna,  we  all  allow  the  truth 
of  v.hat  you  have  been  faying ;  but,  know 
you  too,  that  this  afTembly  fits  not  here  but  to 
upbraid  thee  for  thy  periidy  to  the  bell  o(  princess 
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knew  not  what  to  refolve.  After  much  del^hC" 
ration,  we  muft  refer  this  caufe,  faid  he,  to  a  fe- 
ledl  number  of  judges;  for,  it  is  my  pleafure  that 
this  affair  be  thoroughly  and  carefully  exuminsd. 
Moftjuftly  ordained,  cried  Drunna;  for,  they  who 
judge  with  precipiLition  commonly  judge  amifs. 
Aloft  gladly  I  fubmit  myfelf  to  fuch  a  tribunal, 
and  humbly  adore  your  majefty's  wifdom  and 
goodnefs  for  appointing  it.  My  innocence,  I 
doubt  not,  in  time,  will  clear  itfelf,  though  a  hafty 
judgement  might  unknowingly  have  pronounced 
me  guilty  :  nothing  ought  to  be  decided  in  things 
of  confequence,  without  having  a  perfect  know- 
ledge of  the  whole  affair,  otherwife  we  maybe 
deluded  as  the  woman  was,  v/hofe  adventure, 
with  your  majefly's  permifiion,  I  will  relate  t«» 
this  auguil  anembly. 


FABLE       VII. 

The  Merchant's  Wife  and  the  Painter. 

A  Merchant  of  the  city  of  Catchemir  had 
once  a  very  beautiful  wife,  who  loved  and 
was  beloved  by  a  painter  who  excelled  in  his  crt. 
Thefe  two  lovers  doated  on  each  other  to  that  de- 
gree, that  they  negle«5led  no  poiCble  opportunity 
to  be  in  each  other's  company.  One  day,  faid 
the  miftrefs  to  her  gallant,  I  find  that,  when  you 
would  fpeak  to  me,  you  are  -conftrained  to  make  a 
great  m.any  troublefome  fign?,  as  counterfeiting 
your  voice,  whiftling,  coughing^  and  the  like  ; 
but  I  would  have  us  learn  fome  way  to  fpare  all 
thefe  pains.     Cannot  you  think  of  fome  invention 
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that  may  ferve  us  by  v.  ay  of  a  fignal  ?    Yes,  re* 
plied   the   painter,    I  have  often  had  it  in  my 
thoughts,  and  I  will  now  do  it;  I  will  paint  two 
mafks,  the  whiteneis  of  one  of  which  fhall  farpafs 
the  brightnefs  of  a  liar,   and  the  blacknefs  of  the 
other  fhall  outvie   the  locks  of  a  mcor.     When 
you  fee  me  come  forth  with  one  or  the  other  of 
thefe  mafks,    you  will  know  what  they  fjgnify. 
The  painter's  apprentice,  who  was  no  Icfs  in  love 
with  the  woman   than  his  mafter,    being  in  the 
next  room,   heard  this  agreement  between  the 
two  lovers,   and  refolved  to  make  his  own  ad- 
vantage of  it.     Accordingly,  foon  after  this,  one 
day,  when  his  mafter  was  gone  to  draw  fome  lady's 
pifture  in  the  city,    be  took  the  maflc  of  affigna- 
tion,  and  walked  before  the  houfeof  themerchant's 
wife,  who  ftood,  as  good  fortune  would  have  ir, 
at  that  very  time  watching  at  the  window.     The 
lady  no  fooner  fawthemafk  of  joy,  but,  without 
confidering   either   the  bearer's    appearance  or 
gait,  (lie  came  down  and  admitted  him  immedi- 
ately to  all  the  familiarities  file  was  ufed  to  accom- 
modate his  mafter  with.     After  all  was  over,  the 
apprentice  returned  home,    and   put  the   mafk 
where  he  had  it.     A  very  little  while  after  this, 
the  painter,  being  come  back,  took  out  the  mafk, 
and  went  to  look  out  for  his  miftrefs.     The  lady 
very  much  wondered  to  fes  the  mafk  again  to 
foon;  but,  however  with  open  arms,  ran  to  meet 
her  joy.     She  fcarce  opened  her  mouth,   howe- 
ver, before  fhe  unfortunately  afked  him  the  reafoa 
of  his  quick  return.     The  painter,  on  this,  fmcl- 
ling  a  rat,   faid  not  a  word  more,  but  flung  from 
her  in  a  palBon,  flew  to  his  apprentice,  and  made 
him  pay  dear  for  the  plcafurc  he  had  taflcd :  then, 
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xeflecUng  upon  the  eafycondefcenfion  of  the  mcr- 
■chan v'.^  .v'fe  lo  fatiiry  the  deiires  of  his  .rvant, 
he  broke  on  all  fatT.ilarity  with  her.  Kow,  if 
the  wotnaii  i:.\d  not  con-.uJed  too  hazily  on  fee- 
ing the  maik,  and  )  ieidcd  to  tiie  eAtaftes  of  the 
apprentice,  fh»  ti^d  not  koH  fo  paiHouate,  though 
oimina),  a  lover. 

The  lio  >*s  mot:  er  obfening  that  her  fon  gave 
car  to  Damna  v^ith  delight,  was  aiVaid  left  the 
lubtle  fox  ihould  by  his  elcq.iznce  put  a  ftop  to  the 
courfe  of  juflice.  Son,  therefore,  faid  (he  to  the 
lion,  my  raind  forebodes  to  rue  that  you  will  be- 
lieve Damna  innocent,  and  that  you  look  upon 
all  thofe  that  have  accufed  him  as  liars,  i  never 
thought,  continued  fhe,  that  a  king,  who  is 
Jooked  upon  to  be  the  moft  jud  of  princes,  could 
fufFerhiiTifelf  to  be  thus  feduced  by  the  fair  words 
and  gloffing  infinuations  of  a  capital  offender,  who 
is  endeavouring  at  nothing,  by  all  thefe  fine  ftories, 
but  to  deceive  you,  and  to  efcape  the  rigour  of 
the  law.  So  faying,  iLe  rofe  up  in  a  great  pafli- 
on,  audietired  to  her  own  apartment  j  and  tlie 
lion,  partly  to  pacify  his  mother,  and  partly,  be- 
caufe  he  began  to  think  Damna  guilty,  ordered 
him  to  be  comniitted  to  a  tlofe  prifon. 

When  the  room  was  clear,  his  mother  re- 
turned, and  addreftng  herfelf  to  her  fon  j  Son, 
laid  (lie,  think  me  not  invidious  in  my  nature  for 
thus  pulhing  on  the  fate  of  this  offender  :  it  is 
with  reluctance  that  I  have  done  it,  but  juftice  to 
yourfelf,  and  to  the  departed  innocent  Cohotorbe, 
requires  it.  Guiky  he  unqueftionably  is,  in  the 
higbeft  degree;  but  yet,  when  I  recoiled aii  cir- 
cumftances  of  his  life,  I  cannot  conceive  how  a 
perfon  of  fo  much  underilanding  came  to  fuft'er 
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Itimfelf  to  be  tempted  to  fo  great  a  crime.  Certain- 
ly, anfwercH  the  king,  this  has  been  the  efFecl  of 
envy  in  him,  that  has  made  him  commit  To  foul 
a  piece  of  treachery;  which  is  a  vice  able  to  de-- 
ftroy  the  cunningeft  minds.  Envy,  purfued  he,' 
is  a  vice  that  keeps  the  thoughts  in  a  perpetual 
motion,  and  torments  us  with  continual  difquiet. 
Nay,  fo  ftrangely  deteftable  a  pallion  is  this,  that 
there  are  fome  who  bear  a  grudge  even  to  thofe 
that  do  them  good.  This  you  may  know  by  the 
following  example. 


FABLE      VIII. 

^hree  envious  perfons  who  fcund  money. 

^"*HREE  men  once  were  travelling  the  fame 
J.  road,  and  foon  by  that  means,  became  ac- 
quainted. As  they  were  journeying  on,  faid  the 
eldeft  to  the  reft,  pray  tell. me,  fellow-travel- 
lers, why  you  leave  your  fettled  homes  to  wan- 
der in  foreign  countries.  I  have  quitted  my  na- 
tive foil,  anfweredone,  becaufe  I  could  not  not  en- 
dure the  fight  of  fome  people  whom  I  hated  worfe 
than  death:  and  this  hatred  of  mine,  I  muft 
confefs,  was  not  founded  on  any  injury  done  m6 
by  them,  but  arofc  from  my  own  temper,  which, 
I  own  it,  cannot  endure  to  fee  another  happy, 
Y^w  words  will  give  you  myanfwer,  replied  the 
fecond ;  for,  the  fame  diftemper  torments  my 
breaft,  and  fends  me  rambling  about  the  world. 
Friend?,  replied  the  eldeft,  then  let  us  all  em- 
brace i  for,  I  find  we  arc  all  thrte  troubled  with 
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the  fame  direafe.     On  thefe  reciprocal  confef- 
fions  they  foon  became  acquainted,  and,  being  of 
the  fane  humour,  immediately  doled  in  an  union 
together.     One  day,  as  they  travelled  through  a 
certain  deep  hollow  way,    they  fpied  a  bag  of 
money,  which  fcne  traveller  had  dropped  in  the 
road.     Preleritly   they   alighted,    a!I    thee,    and 
cried  one  to  another,    let   us  {hare   tnis  money 
and  return  home  again,  where  we  may  be  merry 
and  enjoy  ourfelves.     But  this  they  only  faid  in 
diiSmulation  j  for,  every  one  being  unwillmg  that 
his  companion  fliould  have  the  1?  alt  benetit,  tney 
were  truly  each  of  them  at  a  Hand,    whether  it 
were  not  beft  to  goon  without  meudihig  with  the 
bag,    to  the  end  the  reft  might  do  the  fame ; 
being  v/ell  contented  not  to  be  happy  thsmielves 
icrt  another  ihould be  fo  aifo.    In  conclufion,  they 
ftopt  a  whole  dz.y  and  night  in  the  fame  place 
to  coi\fider  v/hat  they  fhould  do.     At  the  end  of 
which  time  the  king  of  the  country  ridino;  out 
hunting  with  all  his  court,    the  chace  led  him 
into  thiS  place.     He  rode  up  to  the  three  men, 
and   afked  them  what  they  did  witfi  the  money 
that  lay  on  the  ground  ?    and,  being  thus   fur- 
prized,  and  dreading  fome  ill  confequence  if  they 
equivocafcd,  they  all  frankly  told  the  truth.     Sir, 
faid  they,    we  are  all  three  turmoiled  with  the 
fame  p.aflion,    which  is  envy:    this  pallion  ha? 
forced  us  to  quit  our  native  country,    and  ftul 
keeps  us  company  wherever  we  go ;  and  a  great 
adl  of  kinJnefs  would   it  be  in  any  one,    jf  it 
were  poffible,    that  he  would  cure  us  of  this  ac- 
curfed  paffion,  which,  though  we  cannot  but  carry 
it  in  cur  bofoms,  yet  we  hate  and  abhor.     Well, 
faid  the  king,  I  will  be  your  doilor  j  but,  before 
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I  can  do  any  thin^,  it  is  requifite  that  everyone 
of  you  fhould  inform  ine  truly  in  what  degree  this 
paflioii  prevails  over  him,  to  the  end  that  I  may 
apply  a  remedy  in  proper  proportion  of  ftrength* 
My  envy,  alas !  faid  the  firft,  has  got  fuch  a  head) 
that  I  cannot  endure  to  do  good  to  any  man  li- 
ving. You  are  an  honeft  man  in  comparilon  to 
mc,  cried  the  fecond ;  for,  I  am  fo  far  from  doing 
good  to  another  myfelf,  that  I  mortally  hate  that 
any  body  clfc  fliould  do  another  man  good.  Said 
the  third,  you  both  are  children  in  this  paffion 
to  me  ;  neither  of  you  poflcfs  the  quality  of  en- 
vy in  a  degree  to  be  compared  with  me  ;  for  I 
not  only  cannot  endure  to  oblige,  nor  to  fee  any 
other  perfon  obliged,  but  I  even  hate  that  any  bo- 
dy fhould  do  myfelf  a  kindnefs.  The  king  was 
i'o  aflonifhed  to  hear  them  talk  at  this  rate,  that 
he  knew  not  what  to  anfwer.  At  length,  after 
he  had  confidered  fome  time,  Monfrcrs,  and  not 
men,  that  ye  are,  faid  he,  you  deferve  not  that 
I  (hould  let  you  have  the  money,  but  punifhment, 
if  that  can  be,  adequate  to  your  tempers.  At  the 
fame  time  he  commanded  the  bagto  be  taken  frota 
them,  and  condemned  them  to  punishments  they 
juftly  merited.  He  that  could  not  endure  to  do 
good  was  fent  into  the  defert,  barefoot  and  with- 
out provifion.  He,  that  could  not  endure  to  fee 
good  done  to  another,  had  his  head  chopped  off, 
becauff  he  was  unworthy  to  live,  as  being  one  that 
loved  nothing  but  mifchief.  And  laftly,  as  for 
him  that  could  not  endure  any  good  to  be  done  to 
himfelf,  his  life  was  fpared,  in  regard  his  torment 
was  only  to  himfelf;  and  he  was  put  into  a  quar- 
ter of  the  kingdom  where  the  people  were  of  all 
Others  femous  for  being  the  beit-natured,  and  the 
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moH:  ad(K(^ed  to  the  performance  of  good  deeds 
and  charitable  a6lions.  The  goodn^s  of  thefe 
people,  and  the  favours  they  conferred  upon  him 
from  day  to  day,  foon  became  fuch  torment  to 
his  foul,  that  he  died  in  the  utmoll  dnguifli. 

By  tliis  hiilory,  continued  the  lion,  you  fee 
what  envy  is  j  that  it  is  of  all  vices  the  moft 
abominable,  and  moil:  to  be  expelled  out  of  alj 
human  fociety.  Moft  true,  replied  the  mother, 
and  it  is  for  that  very  reafon  that  Damna  ought  . 
to  be  put  to  death,  fince  he  is  attainted  of  fo 
dangerous  a  vice,  if  he  be  guilty,  replied  the 
lion,  he  fhall  perifh  ;  but  that  I  am  not  yet  well. 
afTured  of,  but  have  refolved  to  be  before  he  is 
condemned. 

While  matters  were  thus  carrying  on  at  court, 
however,  Damna's  wife,  moved  with  compaf- 
fion,  went  to  fee  him  in  his  prifon,  and  read  him 
this  curtain-ledlure.  Did  I  not  tell  you,  faid  (he, 
that  it  behoved  you  to  take  care  of  going  on 
with  the  execution  of  your  entcrprize;  and  that 
people  of  judgement  and  difcretion  never  begin  a 
bufinefs  till  they  have  warily  confidered  what  will 
be  the  iffue  of  it  ?  A  tree  is  never  to  be  planted, 
fpoufe,  continued  ihe,  before  we  Icnow  what 
fruit  it  will  produce.  While  Kalila  was  thus  up- 
braiding Damna,  there  was  in  the  prifon  a  bear, 
of  whom  they  were  not  aware,  and  who,  having 
overheard  them,  refolved  to  make  ufe  of  what 
his  ears  had  furnifhed  him  withal,  as  occafioii 
Ihould  direct  him. 

The  next  day,    betimes  in  the  morning,    the 

council  met  again ;  where,  after  every  one  had 

taken  his  place,  the  mother  of  the  lion  thus  be- 
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gan.  Let  me  remind  your  majefty,  faid  flie,  that 
we  ought  no  more  to  delay  the  punifhment  of  a 
capital  offender  than  to  hurry  on  the  condem- 
nation of  the  innocent ;  and  that  a  king,  that  for- 
bears the  punifhment  of  a  ma!efa6tor,  is  guilty 
of  no  lefs  a  crime  than  if  he  had  been  a  confede- 
rate with  him.  The  old  iady  fpoke  this  with 
much  earneftnefs ;  and  the  lion,  confidering  that 
{he  fpoke  nothing  but  reafon,  commanded  that 
Damna  ftiould  be  immediately  brought  to  his  tri-  ^ 
al.  On  this,  the  chief  juftice,  riftng  from  his  feat,  * 
made  the  accuftomed  fpcech  on  fuch  occafions, 
and  defired  the  feveraJ  members  of  the  council  to 
fpeak,  and  give  tlieir  opinion  freely,  boldly,  and 
koneftly,  in  this  matter ;  faying,  with?.],  that  it 
would  produce  three  great  advantages.  Firft,  that 
truth  would  be  fourd  out,  and  juftice  done. 
Secondly,  that  wicked  men  and  traitors  would 
be  punifhed.  And,  thirdly,  that  the  kingdom 
would  be  cleared  of  knaves  and  impoftors,  who, 
by  their  artifices,  troubled  the  repolc  of  it.  But 
notwithftanding  the  eloc  lence  of  the  judge,  as 
nobody  then  nrefent  knew  the  depth  of  the  bufi- 
nefs,  none  opened  their  mouths  to  fpeak.  This 
gave  Damna  an  occafion  to  defend  himfelf  with 
lo  much  the  greater  confidence  and  intrepidity  : 
Sir,  faid  he,  riling  flow!y  from  his  feat,  and 
making  a  profound  reverence  to  his  majcfty  and 
the  court,  hsd  I  committed  the  crime  of  which 
I  iland  accufed,  I  might  draw  fome  colour  of  ad- 
vantage from  the  general  filence  ;  but  I  find  my- 
fclf  fo  innocent,  that  I  wait  with  indifference  the 
end  of  this  jiffembly.  Neverthelefs,  I  muft  need's 
lay  this,  that,  feeing  nobody  has  been  pleafed  to 
deliver  bis  fentiments  upon  this  aff.iir,  it  is  a  cer- 
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taWi  fign  that  all  believe  me  innocent.  Let  m& 
not,  (acred  fir,  be  blamed  for  fpeaking  in  my 
own  juftification  :  I  am  to  be  excufed  in  ihat, 
iincc  it  is  lawful  for  every  one  to  defend  himfelf. 
Therefore,  faid  he,  purfuing  his  difcourfe,  I  be- 
fecch  all  this  illuftrious  company  to  fay  in  the 
kifc's  prefence  whatever  they  know  concerning 
mej  but  let  me  caution  them  at  the  fame  time  to 
have  a  care  of  affirming  any  thing  but  what  i». 
true,  left  they  find  themfelves  involved  in  what 
befel  the  ignorant  phyfician ;  of  whom,  with  your 
majefty's  permiilion,  I  will  relate  the  fable. 


FABLE     IX. 
The  IGNORANT  Physician, 

THERE  v.'as  once,  in  a  remote  part  of  the 
eaft,  a  man  who  was  altogether  void  of 
knowledge  and  exparience,  yet  prefumed  to  call 
himfelf  a  phylician.  He  was  fo  ignorant,  not- 
withftanding,  that  he  knew  not  the  cholic  from 
thedropfy,  nor  could  he  diflinguifli  rhubarb  from 
bczoar.  He  never  vifited  a  patient  twice,  for 
his  firft  coming  always  killed  him.  .On  the  other 
hand,  there  was  in  the  fame  province  another  phy- 
fician  of  fuch  learning  and  ability,  that  he  cured 
the  moft  defperate  difeafcs  by  t^e  virtue  of  the 
feveral  herbs  of  the  country,  of  which  he  had  z 
perfect  knowledge.  Now  this  learned  man  be- 
came blind,  and,  not  being  able  to  vifit  his  pa- 
tients, at  length  retired  into  a  defart,  there  to  live 
at  his  cafe.  The  ignorant  phyfician  no  fooner 
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underitood  that  the  only  man  he  looked  upon  with 
an  envious  eye  was  retired  out  of  the  way,    but 
he  began  boldly  to  difplayhis  ignorance,  under  the 
opinion  of  manifefting  his  knowledge.     One  day 
the  king  of  the  country's  daughter  fell  fick  ;  up- 
on which  the  knowing  phyfician  was  fent  for, 
becaufe  that,    befides  that  he  had  already  ferved 
the  court,    people  were  convinced  that  he  waSf 
much  more  able  than  he  that  went  about  to  fet 
himfelf  up  in  this  pompous  manner.     The  learn- 
ed phyfician  being  in  the  princefs's  chamber,  and 
underftanding  the  nature  of  her  difeafe,  ordered 
her  to  take  a  certain  pill  compofed  of  fuch  in* 
gredients  as  he  prefcribed.     Prefentiy  they  afked 
him,  where  fuch  and  fuch  drugs  were  to  be  had. 
Formerly,    anfwered  the  phyfician,    I  have  feen 
them  in  fuch  and  fuch  boxes  in  the  king's  trea- 
fury ;  but  what  confufion  there  may  have  been 
fincc  among  thofe  boxes  I  know  not.     Upon  this 
the  ignorant  phyfician  pretended  that  he  knew  tha 
drugs  very  well,  and  that  he  alio  knew  where  to 
find  and  how  to  make  ufe  of  them.     Go  then, 
faid  the  king,    to  my  treafury,    and  take  what  is 
requifite.     Away  went  the  ignorant  phyfician, and 
fell  to  fearching  for  the  box ;  but,  becaufe  man^  of 
the  boxes  were  alike,    and  for  that  he  knew  not 
the  drugs  when  he  faw  them,  he  knew  not  what 
to  determine.     On  the  whole,    however,  he  ra- 
ther chofe,   in  the  puzzle  of  his  judgement,    to 
take  a  box  at  a  venture  than  to  acknowledge  his 
ignorance.     But  he  never  confidcred,   that  they 
who  meddle  with  what  they  underlland  not  are 
generally  conftrained  to  an  early  repentance ;  for, 
in  the  box  which  he*had  picked  out,  there  was  a 
moll  exquifitc  poifon,  of  which  he  made  his  pills, 
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an^i  which  he  caufed  the  princefs  to  take,    whd 
died  immediately  after.   On  which  the  king  com- 
manded the  ignorant  phyfician  to  be  apprehended, 
and  condemned  him  to  death, 

This  example,  purfued  Damns,  teaches  us, 
that  no  man  ought  to  fay  or  do  a  thing  which  he 
underflands  not.  A  man  may,  however,  per- 
ceive by  your  phyfiognomy,  faid  one  of  the  af- 
fillants,  interrupting  him,  notwithftanding  thefe 
fine  fpeeches,  that  you  are  a  fly  companion,  on* 
that  can  talk  better  than  you  can  a£t,  and  there- 
fore I  pronounce  that  there  is  little  heed  to  be 
given  to  what  you  fay.  The  judge  on  this  afk- 
ed  him  that  fpoke  kit,  what  proof  he  could  pro- 
duce of  the  certainty  of  what  he  averred.  Fhy- 
fiognomifls,  anfwered  he,  obferve,  that  they  who 
have  their  eye-brows  parted,  the  left  eye  bleared, 
and  bigger  than  the  right,  the  nofe  turned  toward 
the  left  fide,  and  who,  counterfeiting  your  hy- 
pocrites, caft  their  eyes  always  toward  the  grounix^ 
are  generally  traitors  and  fycophants  ;  and  there- 
fore, Damna  having  all  thefe  marks,  from  what 
I  know  of  the  art,  I  thought  I  might  fafely  give 
that  character  of  him  which  1  have  done,  without 
injury  to  truth.  Your  art  may  fail  you,  replied 
Damna  ;  for,  it  is  our  Creator  alone  who  forms 
us  as  he  pleafes,  and  gives  us  fuch  a  phyfiogno- 
my as  he  thinks  fitting,  and  for  wl^.at  purpofes 
he  beft  knows  :  and  permit  me  to  add,  that,' if 
what  you  fay  were  true,  and  every  man  carried 
written  in  his  forehead  what  he  had  in  his  heart, 
the  wicked  might  certainly  be  diftinguilhed 
from  thft  righteous  at  fight,  and  there  v/juld 
be  no  need  of  judges  and  witnelTes  to  deter- 
Jjoipc  the  difputes  and  differences  that  arife  in 
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civil  iocicty.  In  like  manner  it  would  be  unjuft 
to  pDt  feme  to  their  oaths,  and  others  to  the  rack, 
to  difcover  the  truth,  becaufe  it  might  be  evi- 
dently (een.  And,  if  the  marks  you  have  men- 
tioned impofed  a  neceffity  upon  thoi'e  that  bear 
them  to  ail  amifs,  would  it  not  be  palpable  in~ 
jaftice  to  punifti  the  wicked,  fince  they  are  not 
fret  in  their  own  adions  ?  We  muft  then  con- 
clude, according  to  this  maxim,  that  if  I  were 
the  caufe  of  Cohotorbe's  death,  I  am  not  to  be 
punifhed  for  it,  fince  I  am  not  mafler  of  my 
adtions,  but  was  forced  to  it  by  the  marks  which 
I  bear.  You  fee  by  this  way  of  arguing,  there- 
fore, that  your  inferences  are  falfe.  Damna 
having  thus  ftopt  the  afiiiiant's  mouth,  nobody 
durfl  adventure  to  fay  any  thing  more,  which 
forced  the  judge  to  fend  him  back  to  prifon,  and 
left  the  king  yet  undetermined  what  to 'think  of 
him. 

Damna,  being  returned  to  his  prifon,  was  about 
to  have  fent  a  mefl'enger  to  Kalila  to  come  to 
him,  when  a  brother  fox,  that  was  in  the  room 
by  accident  fpared  him  that  trouble,  by  inform- 
ing him  of  Kalila's  death,  who  died  the  clay  before 
for  grief  to  fee  her  hufband  intangled  in  fuch  an 
unfortunate  affair. 

The  news  of  Kalila's  death  touched  Damna 
ft)  to  the  quick,  that,  like  one  who  caied  not 
to  live  any  longer,  he  feemed  to  be  altogether 
comfortlefs.  Upon  which  the  fox  endeavoured 
to  chear  him  up,  telling  him,  that,  if  he  had  loil 
a  dear  and  loving  wife,  he  might,  however,  if 
he  pleafcd  to  try  him,  find  in  him  a  zealous  and  a 
faithful  friend.  Damna,  on  this,  knowing  he  had 
no  friend  left  that  he  could  trufl, !  and  for  that  the 
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fex  (o  frankly  proffered  him  his  fer\'ice,^  accept- 
ed his  kindnefs.  I  beleech  you  then,  faid  Damna^ 
go  to  the  court,  and  give  me  a  faithful  account  of 
what  peojie  fay  of  me :  this  is  the  firil  proof  of 
friendftiip  which  I  defire  of  you. 

Mofl  willingly,  anfwered  the  fox;  and,  imme- 
diately taking  his  leave,  he  v/ent  to  the  court, 
to  fee  what  obfervations  he  could  make. 

The  next  morning,  by  break  of  day,  the  li- 
on's mother  went  to  her  fon,  and  afked  him  what 
he  had  determined  to  dowiLl  Damna.  He  is 
ftill  in  prifon,  anfwered  the  king,  and  I  can 
find  nothing  proved  upon  him  yet,  nor  know  I 
what  to  do  about  him.  What  a  deal  of  difficul- 
ty is  here,  replied  the  mother,  to  condemn  a 
traitor  and  a  villain,  who  deferves  more  punifh- 
ments  than  you  can  infli(ft ;  and  yet  I  am  afi-aid> 
^hen  all  is  done,  will  efcape  by  his  dexterity  and 
cunning.  I  cannot  blame  you  for  being  difcon- 
tented  with  thefe  delays,  replied  the  king,  for  I 
alfo  am  fo,  but  know  not  how  to  help  myfelf ; 
and,  if  you  pleafetobe  prefcntat  his  next  exami- 
nation ycurfelf,  I  will  order  it  immediately,  and 
you  (ball  fee  what  will  be  refolved  upon.  Which 
faid,  he  ordered  Damna  to  be  fent  for,  that  the 
bufinefs  might  be  brought  to  a  conclufion.  The 
king's  orders  were  obeyed ;  and,  the  prifoner  be<- 
ing  brought  to  the  bar,  tKe  chief  juftice  put  the 
fame  queflion  as  the  day  before.  Whether  any 
body  had  any  thing  to  fay  againft  Damna?  but 
nobody  faid  a  word  ;  which  Damna  obferving, 
I  am  glad  to  fee,  faid  he,  that  in  your  majefly's 
court  there  is  not  a  fmgle  villain  ;  few  fovereign 
princes  can  fay  as  much:  but  here  is  a  proof  of 
the  truth  of  it  before  us,  in  that  there  is  nobody 
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here  wno  w.ll  bear  faJfe  witneis,  thou<.h  it  be 
and  in  o^'^"^  one  that  fomething  were  aid  : 
riour  and  honefty  were  kept  up  ;  and  let  me 
^v..e  al  from  the  ^•iJlany  of  bearing  falie  wTt! 
ne.s  for  their  own  fakes,  and  for  fear  of  exno- 
c^er  on?'"'  ^°  ^'/  P""'^"^-"^  which  th ell 
teSonr  '    ^-  h--g  given  a  falfe 


A  :■'■:■     FABLE      X. 

The  virtuous  Woman  .z;;^  ihe  youftg  Fal- 
con er, 

A  Very  honeft  and  rich  merchant  had  once  a 
,.         J^'t^  ^°  'e^s  "lodeft  than  beautiful :  amon? 
tne  reft  of  his  fervants  tliis  merchant  had  alfoa 
young  lad   that  was  very  vicious  ;    but  he  could 
not  hnd  m  his  heart  to  put  him  away,    becaufe 
he  was  a  good  falcon^,  and  the  merchant  great. 
Jy  dehghted  m  th.s  dlverf.on.     Now,  in  regard  it 
IS  the  cuftom  of  the  eaftern  people  to  keep  their 
JATomen   v^ry  private,    this  lad  for  a  long  time 
had  never  lecn  his  miftrefs.     But  havina;  viewed 
her  one  day  by  accident,    he  became  pa/TiMnately 
m  love  with  her.     In  defpight  of  all  danger  he 
ventured  to  court  her  affedtion,    by  means  of  a 
temaie    friend,     whom    he   with    much   trouble 
got  over  to  his  intereft.     But  both  he  and  flic  loft 
ad  their  labour,    for  they  had  to  do  with  a  truly 
vu-tuous  woman.     At  length,  dc/pairing  to  prof- 
per  in  his  amours,   he  changed  his  love  into 

hatred, 


*<i*^!*Tc;'i^: 


(     155    J 

hatred,    and  meditated  a  moft  bloody  revenge. 
To  this  etFedt  he  cunningly  went  and  fought  two 
parrots;    one  of  which  he  taught  to  pronounce 
diefe  words,  I  faw  my  mijirefs  in  bedtiiih  the  fal- 
coner ;    and  the  other,    For  my  party     I  fay  no- 
thing.     In  a  iiitle  time  after  theie  birds  had  learn- 
ed tneir  l-lTon,    the  merchant  having  invited  his 
friends   to  a  great  teall,    when  every  body  was 
feated  at  the  table,    thefe  parrots  began  to  repeat 
their  leiTon.     Now  the  falconer  had  taught  thefe 
parrots  to  fpeak  thefe  words  in  his  own  country 
language,    which  was  different  from  that  of  the 
place,    becaufe  the   rnaller,    miftrefs,    nor  any 
of  tne  fervants,  underftood  what  they  meant,  no- 
body minded  their  repeating  them.     But  this  was 
not  the  cafe  now ;    for,  fome  of  the  guefts,  who 
happened   to  be  the  falconer's  countrymen,    no 
fooner  heard  tlie  parrots,  but  they  forbore  eating, 
and  itared  with  the  utmoft  amazement  one  at  an- 
other.    The  merchant,  aftonifhed  at  this,  afked 
them  the  reafon.      Do  ye  not  underftand,  an- 
fwered  the  guefts,    what  thefe  birds  fay  ?    No 
replied  the  merchant.     Why,  they  fay,  iaidthe 
gueit  that  fpoke  firft,    that   your  falconer  has 
made  you  a  cuckold.     The  merchant  was  afto- 
nifhed  and  confounded  at  thefe  words,    and  beg- 
ged pardon  of  his  friends  for  having  invited  them 
to  a  place  where  fo  much  undeannefs  had  been 
committed.     The  falconer  alfo,  the  more  to  ex- 
afperate  his  mafter  againft  his  wife,  confeffed  ths 
fact,    and  faid  that  it  was  true.     Which  put  the 
hu(band  into  fo  great  a  rage,  that  he  ordered  his 
wife  to  be  put  to  death.        .       * 

When  they>  that  were  ordered  to  execute  her 

•  hufbaiid's  comniand,  ca«ie  to  her,  and  with  great 
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.forrow  acquainted  her  with  their  buflnefs,  {he 
told  them  that  Ihe  was  ready  to  fufFer  any  puniih* 
ment  which  her  hufband,  who  was  her  lord  and 
iovereiga  mailer,  thought  fit  to  infli6l  upon  her  ; 
but,  that  as  fhe  was  innocent  of  the  crime  fhe  was 
accufed  of,  fhe  could  have  wilhed  he  would,  for 
the  fake  of  his  own  future  peace,  1  ave  heard  her 
firft  i  for  that,  if  her  innocence  fhcaild  afterwards 
come  to  be  known,  his  repentance  would  be  then 
too  late.  This  being  reported  to  her  hufband, 
he  fent  for  her  into  a  little  clofet,  whither  he  or- 
dered her  to  come  veiled,  and  bid  her  juftify  herfelf 
if  {he  could.  The  parrots,  faid  he,  are  no  ra- 
tional creatures,  and  therefore  cannot  be  accufed 
either  of  impofture  or  bribery :  how  then  will 
you  juftify  yourfelf  againft  what  they  accufe  you 
of? 

You  are  bound,  my  dear  lord,  in  duty  and 
honour,  anfwered  the  wife,  to  be  well  afTured 
of  the  truth,  in  a  cafe  of  this  kind,  before  yoir 
condemn  me  to  death  i  and  there  is  an  eafy  way 
by  which  you  may  know  it:  aflc  thofe  gentle- 
men whqtherjhey  obferve  any  variety  of  relation 
in  thefe  parrots  fpeech,  or  whether  they  only  re-  ~ 
peat  the  fame  fetof  words  over  and  aver  again.  If 
they  only  repeat  the  fame  words,  be  afllired  they 
{peak  not  of  knowledge  or  defign,  arxi  have  only 
been  taught  to  repeat  them,  and  that  it  is  a  de- 
vice made  ufe  of  by  your  fervant  to  provoke 
your  undeferved  anger  againft  me,  becaufe  he 
could  not  obtain  thofe  favours  from  me  which  he 
defired,  and  which  he  has  long  "~iolici ted,  thougb 
I  have  been  fo  charitable  to  his  youth  as  not  to  aci* 
cufe  him  to  you  of  it.  If  it  be  thus,  let  the^ 
weight  of  your  anger  fall  on  him;    if  otherwife, 
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let  me  perifh.  The  merchant  judgmg,  by  hex 
prudent  advice,  that  (he  might  not  be  guilty^ 
went  to  his  gueiis,  carried  them  the  parrots,  and 
defired  them  to  ftay  with  him,  and  diligently  ob- 
ferve,  for  two  or  tiiree  days,  whether  the  bird* 
Ipoke  any  thing  eU'e  befides  what  they  had  heard* 
Which  the  guerts  accorJmgly  did.  The  refult 
of  this  was,  that  they  found  the  parrots  always 
in  the  fame  Icfibn,  of  which  they  faithfully  iiu 
formed  the  merchant,  who  then  acknowledged 
the  innocence  of  his  wife,  and  was  fsnfible  of 
the  malice  of  his  fervant.  The  falconer  was 
now  fent  for,  and  inftantly  appeared  with  his 
hawk  upon  his  fill.  To  whom  the  wife  :  Vil- 
lain, faid  (he,  how  didft  thou  dare  to  accufe  me 
of  fo  foul  a  crime  ?  Becaufe  you  were  guilty,  an- 
f7/cred  the  fervant.  But  he  had  no  fooaer  ut- 
tered the  words,  when  the  hawk  upon  his  fHl 
flew  in  his  face  and  tore  out  his  eyes  ;  and  the 
bufband  acknowledged  the  injuftice  he  was  like 
to  have  been  guilty  of,  and  on  his  knees  implo- 
red his  wife's  pardon. 

This  example,  faid  Damna^  plBrfuing  his  dif- 
courfe,  inftrufts  us  how  heinous  a  thing  it  is  to 
bear  falfe  witnefs ;  and  that  it  always  turns  to 
our  fljame  and  confufion.  Happy  therefore  is 
your  majeity,  who  have  no  fubje>St  In  your  whole 
dominions  wicked  enough  to  be  guilty  of  it. 
After  Damna  had  done  fpenking,  the  lion,  look- 
ing upon  his  mother,  afked  ber  opinion.  I  find, 
anfwered  fhe,  that  you  have  a  kindnefs  for  this 
moft  cunning  villain  ;  but,  believe  me,  he  wiUy 
if  you  pardon  him,  caufe  nothing  but  faction 
aiid  difordcr  in  ycur  court.  I  befeech  you,  re-. 
H6  plicHt 
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plied  the  Hon,  to  tell  me  who  has  fo  firongly 
prepofiefled  you  againft  Damna.  It  is  but  too 
true,  reph'ed  the  queen- mother,  that  he  has  com- 
mitted the  crime  that  is  laid  to  his  charge.  I. 
know  him  to  be  guilty,  but  I  fhall  not  now  dif- 
cover  the  perfon  who  intrufted  m.e  with  this  fe- 
crct.  However,  I  will  go  to  him,  and  afk  him 
whether  he  will  be  willing  that  I  fhould  bring  liim 
in  for  a  witnefs :  and,  fo  faying,  fhe  went  home 
immediately,  and  fent  for  the  leopard. 

When  he  was  come  :  This  villain  whom  you 
have  accufed  to  me,  faid  fhe,  will  efcape  the 
Bands  of  juftice,  unlefs  you  appear  yourfelf  a- 
gainft  him.  Go,  therefore,  continued  flie,  at 
my  requeft,  and  boldly  declare  what  thou  know- 
eft  concerning  Damna.  P'ear  no  danger  in  fo 
honefl  a  caufe,  for  no  ill  (hall  befal  thee.  Ma- 
dam, anfwered  the  leopard,  you  know  that  I 
could  wifh  to  be  excufed  from  this,  but  you  alfo 
know  that  I  am  ready  to  facrifice  my  life  to  your 
majefty's  commands  ;  difpofe  of  me,  therefore, 
as  you  pleafe  ;  I  am  ready  to  go  wherever  you 
command.  With  that  {he  carried  the  leopard  t© 
the  king ;  to  whom.  Sir,  faid  (he,  here  is  an  un- 
deniable witnefs  which  I  have  to  produce  againft  • 
Damna.  Then  the  lion,  addreffing  himfelf  to 
the  leopard,  afked  him  what  proof  he  had  of  the 
delinquent's  trcafon?  Sir,  anfwered  the  leopard, 
I  was  willing  to  conceal  this  truth,  on  purpofe, 
for  fomc  time,  to  fee  what  reafons  the  cunning 
traitor  would  bring  to  juftify  himfelf  j  but  now 
it  is  time  your  majefty  knew  all.  On  this  the 
leopard  made  a  long  recital  of  what  had  pafled 
between  Kalila  and  her  hufband :  which  de- 
pofuion,  being  mad«  in  the  hearing  of  feveral 
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beafls,  was  foon  divulged  far  and  near,  and  pre- 
fently  afterwards  confinned  by  a  fecond  teilimo- 
ny,  which  was  the  bear's,  of  whom  I  made  men- 
tion before.  After  this  the  delinquent  was  afked 
what  he  had  now  to  fay  for  himfelf  j  bat  he  had 
not  a  word  to  anfwer.  This  at  length  deter- 
mined the  lion  to  fentence  that  Damna,  as  a 
traitor,  fhould  be  (but  up  between  four  walls, 
and  there  ftarved  to  death. 

Thefe  chapters,  concluded  Pilpay,  may  it 
pleafe  you  majcfty,  are  leflbns  to  deceivers 
and  fycophants,  that  they  ought  to  reform  their 
manners,  and  I  think  have  futficiently  made  it 
appear,  that  flanuerers  and  railers  generally  come 
to  an  unfortunate  end  ;  befides  that,  while  they 
live,  they  render  themfelves  odious  to  all  human 
fociety.  He,  that  plants  thorns,  mull  never  cx- 
peft  to  gather  rofes. 
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CHAP.      IV, 

How  we  ought  to  make  choice  of 
Friends;  and  what  adnjantagc 
may  be  reaped  from  their  converja-- 
tion, 

|«rjg..^"^OU  have  now  told  me,  fald  the  king, 
M  V  'V*  ^  "'X  infif^'nf^  fatjsfaction,  the  ftory 
Jb^,  ^t  of  a  iciiavc,  who,  under  the  filfe  a{>- 
^^^^  5*  peararrces  of  fiicndlhip,  occafioneU 
the  death  of  an  innocent  perfon.  I  defire  you 
jiext  to  rnfe)rm  me  what  benefit  may  be  made 
of  honeft  men  and  real  friends  in  civil  life. 
Your  majefty,  anfwered  the  Bramin,  is  to  know, 
that  honeit  menelVeemand  vahie  nothing  fo  much 
in  this  world  as  a  real  firiend.  Such  an  one  is 
as  it  were  another  felf,  to  whom  we  impart  our 
moft  fecret  thoughts,  who  partakes  of  our  joy, 
and  comforts  us  in  our  affliction :  add  to  this, 
that  his  company  is  an-evcrlafling  pleafure  to  us. 
But  nothing  can,  perhaps,  give  your  ms^jcfty  a 
cl'  arer  or  nobler  idea  of  the  pleafures  of  a  reci- 
procal fnendlhip  thart  the  following  fable. 
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FABLE    I. 
37?^  Raven,  //&(?Rat,  and  the  Pidgeon'S. 

"IWTEarly  adjoining  to  Odorna  there  was  once  a 
r^  moft  delightful  place,  which  \*as  extreme- 
ly full  of  wild-fowl,  and  was  therefore  much  fre- 
quented by  the  fportfmen  and  fowlers,  A  rz- 
ven  one  day  accidentally  efpied  in  this  place,  at 
the  foot  of  a  tree,  on  the  top  of  which  (he  had 
built  her  neft,  a  certain  fowler  with  a  net  in  liis 
hand.  The  poor  raven  was  afraid  at  firft,  ima- 
gining it  was  herfelf  that  the  fowler  aiiBed  at;  but 
her  fears  ceafed  when  (he  obferved  the  motions 
oftheperfon,  who,  after  he  had  fprcad  his  net 
upon  the  ground,  and  fcattered  fome  corn  about 
it  to  allure  the  birds,  went  and  hid  hiinfelf  be- 
hind a  hedge,  where  he  was  no  fooner  laid  down, 
but  a  flock  of  pidgeons  threw  themfelves  upon 
the  corn,  without  hearkening  to  their  chieftain, 
who  would  fain  have  hindered  them,  telling  them, 
that  they  were  not  fo  rafhly  to  abandon  themlelves 
to  their  paflions.  The  prudent  leader,  who  was 
an  old  pidgeon,  called  Montivaga,  perceiving 
them  fo  obftinate,  had  many  times  a  defire  to  fe- 
parate  himfelf  from  them  ;  but  fate,  that  imperi- 
oiufly  controuls  all  living  creatures,  conflrained 
him  to  follow  the  fortune  of  the  reft,  fo  that  he 
alighted  upon  the  ground  with  his  companions. 
It  was  not  long  after  this  before  they  all  faw  them- 
felves under  the  net,  and  juft  ready  to  fall  into  tlie 
fowler's  hands.  Well,  (aid  Montivrga  on  this, 
mournfully,  to  them,  what  think  you  now  ?  will 

you 


(  i6o  r 

you  believe  rr.e  another  time,  if  it  be  poflible  that 
you  may  get  away  from  this  deftru(Stion  ?  I  fee, 
continued  he,  perceiving  how  they  fluttered  to  get 
Joole,  that  every  one  of  you  minds  his  own  fafcry 
only,  never  regarding  what  becomes  of  his  com- 
panions ;  and,  let  me  tell  you,  that  this  is  not  oiy- 
iy  an  ungrateful,  but  a  fooliih,  way  of  acting  ;  we 
ought  to  maks  it  our  bufinefs  to  help  one  aiiother, 
and  it  may  be  lo  charitable  an  action  may  fave  us 
all;  let  us  all  together  ftrive  to  break  the  net. 
On  this  they  all  obeyed  Mcntivaga,  and  fo  well 
beflirred  themfelve?,  that  they  tore  the  net  up  from 
the  ground,  and  carried  it  up  with  them  into  the 
air.  The  fowler,  on  this,  vexed  to  lofe  fo  fair 
a  prey,  followed  the  ^idgeons,  in  hopes  that  the 
weight  of  the  net  would  tire  them. 

In  the  mean  time  th^  raven,  obferving  all  this, 
fald  to  herfelf,  this  is  a  very  pleafant  adventure, 
I  will  fee  the  ifTue  of  itj  and  according- 
ly fhe  took  wing  and  followed  them.  Monti- 
vaga  obferving  that  the  fowler  had  refolved  to 
purfue  them,  This  man,  faid  he- to  his  compani- 
ons, will  never  give  over  purfuing  us,  till  he  has 
loft  fight  of  US;  therefore,  to  prevent  ourdeftruc- 
tion,  let  us  bend  our  flight  to  fome  thick  wood, 
or  fome  ruined  caftle,  to  the  end  that,  when  w« 
are  protected  by  fome  foreft  or  thick  wall,  defr 
pair  may  force  him  to  retire.  This  expedient 
had  the  defired  fuccefs ;  for,  having  fccured  thcm- 
felves  among  the  boughs  of  a  thick  foreft,  where 
the  fowler  loft  fight  of  them,  he  returned  home, 
full  fo^ely  afflidted  with  the  lofs  of  his  gamti  and 
his  net  to  boot, 
'  As.  for  the  raven,  (he  followed  them  ftill,  out 
•f  curiofity  to  know  how  they  got  out  of  the 

net. 
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net,  that  fhe  might  make  ule  of  the  fame  fecret 
upon  the  like  occafion. 

The  pidgcons,  thus  quit  of  the  fowler,  were 
overjoyed  J  however,  they  were  ftill  troubled  with 
the  intanglements  of  the  net,  which  they  could 
not  get  rid  of:  but  Monti vaga,  who  was  fertile  in 
inventions,  foon  found  a  way  for  that.  We  mufl: 
addrefs  ourfelves,  faid  he,  to  fome  intimate  friend, 
who,  fetting  afide  all  treacherous  and  by-ends,  will 
go  faithfully  to  work  for  our  deliverance,  I  know 
a  rat,  continued  he,  that  lives  not  far  hence, - 
a  faithful  friend  of  mine,  whofe  name  is  Zirac; 
he,  I  know,  will  gnaw  the  net,  anid  fet  us  at  li- 
berty. The  pidgeons,  who  defired  nothing  more, 
all  entxeated  to  fly  to  this  friend ;  and,  focn  after, 
they  arrived  at  the  rat's  hole,  who  came  forth 
upon  tlie  fluttering  of  their  wings ;  and,  allonifhed 
and  furprized  to  fee  Montivagafo  intangled  in  th« 
net,  O !  my  dear  friend,  faid  he,  how  came  you 
into  this  condition?  To  whom  Montivaga  re- 
plied, I  defire  you,  my  moft  faithful  friend,  fir  ft 
of  all  to  dlfengage  ray  companions.  But  Zirac^ 
more  troublea  to  fee  his  friend  bound  than  for 
all  the  reft,  would  needs  pay  his  refpefl  to  him 
firft;  but  Montivaga  cried  out,  I  conjure  you 
once  more,  by  our  (acred  friendlhip,  to  fet  my 
companions  at  liberty  before  me  i  ibr  tr.at  be- 
fides,  being  tneir  chieftam,  I  ought  to  take  care 
for  them  in  the  firft  place,  I  £m  afraid  the  pains 
thou  wilt  take  to  unbind  me  will  flacken  thy 
good  offices  to  the  reft  ;  whereas,  the  fri^nd(bip 
thou  haft  for  me  will  excite  tnec  to  haften  their 
deliverance,  that  thou  mayeft  be  fooner  in  a 
condition  to  give  mc  my  freedom.  The  rat, 
adcnifing  the  folidity  of  thefe  arguments,  ap- 
plauded 
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plau'dcd  Montivara's  generofity,  and  felt  try 
loofening  the  ftrangcrs  ;  which  was  {bon  done; 
then  he  performed  the  fame  kind  office  for  his 
friend, 

Montivaga,  thus  at  liberty,  together  v/ith  his 
companions,  took  his  leave  of  Zirac,  returning 
him  a  thoufand  thanks  for  his  kindnefs.  Andy 
when  they  were  gone,  the  rat  returned  to  his 
hol<». 

The  raven,  having  olferved  all  this,  had  a  great 
defire  to  be  acquainted  vith  Zirac.  To  which- 
end  he  went  to  his  hole,  and  called  him  by  his 
name.  Zirac,  frighted  to  hear  a  Arrange  voice, 
afked  who  he  was  ?  Ta  which  the  raven  anfwer- 
ed,  It  is  a  raven  who  has  fome  bufniefs  of  im- 
portance to  impart  to  thee.  VVhatbufmefs,  re- 
plied the  rat,  can  you  or  I  have  together  i*  we 
are  enemies.  Then  the  raven  tdld  him,  he  de- 
fired  to  lift  himfelf  in  the  number  of  a  rat's  ac- 
quaintance, whom  he  knew  to  be  fo  fmcere  a 
friend.  I  befeech  you,  anfwered  Zirac,  &id  out 
fome  other  creature,  whofe  friendihip  agrees 
better  with  your  dilpofition..  You  lofe  your  time 
in  endeavouring  to  perfuade  me  to  fuch  an  incom- 
patible reconciliation..  Never  ftand  upon  in- 
compatibilities, Giid  the  raven,  but  do  a  gene- 
rous action,  by  affording  an  innocent  perfonyour 
friendftiip  and  acquaintance,,  when  he  defues  it 
at  your  hands.  You  may  talk  to  me  of  genero- 
fity till  your  lungs  ache,  replied  Zirac,  I  know 
your  tricks  too  well :  in  a  word,  we  are  crea- 
tures of  fo  different  fpecies,  that  we  can  never  bff 
either  friend  or  acquaintance.  The  example 
which  I  remember  of  the  partridge,    tlut  ove?- 
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haftlly  granted  her  friendfhip  to  a  falcon,  is  a  fuf- 
ficient  warning  to  make  me  wifer* 


F  A  B  L  E     II. 

'^he  Vaktkidc^  and  the  Falc€n:. 

A  Partridge,  faid  Zirac,  keeping  clofe  in  his 
hole,  but  very  obligingly  purluing  his  dif- 
courfe,  was  promenading  at  the  foot  of  a  hill, 
and  tuning  her  throat,  in  her  coarfe  way,  fo  de- 
lightfully, that  a  falcon  flying  that  way,  and  hear- 
ing her  voice,  came  towards  her,  and  very  civil- 
ly was  going  to  a(k  her  acquaintance.  Nobody, 
faid  he  to  himfelf,  can  live  without  a  friend ;  and 
it  is  the  faying  of  the  wife,  that  they,  who  want 
friends,  labour  under  perpetual  ficknefs.  With 
thefc  thoughts  he  would  fain  have  accofted  the 
partridge  j  but  {he,  perceiving  him,  efcaped  into  a 
hole,  all  over  in  a  cold  fweat  for  fear.  The  fal- 
con follo-A'ed  her,  and  prefenting  himfelf  at  the 
foot  of  the  hole.  My  dear  partridge,  laid  he,  I 
own  that  I  never  had  any  great  kindnefs  hitherto 
for  you,  becaufe  I  did  not  know  your  merit;  but, 
fmce  my  good  fortune  has  now  made  me  acquaint- 
ed with  your  merry  note,  be  pleafed  to  give  me 
yours.  Tyrant,  anfwered  the  partridge,  let  mc 
alone,  and  labour  not  in  vain  to  reconcile  fire  and 
water.     Moil  amiable  partridge,   repliei'the  fal-. 
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that  I  love  you,  and  defire  that  we  may  enter  into 
a  familiarity  together :     had  I  any  other  defign,  I 
would  not  trouble  myfelf  to  court  you  with  fuch 
foft  language  out  of  your  hole.     Believe  me,   I 
have  fuch  good  pounces,  that  I  would  have  feized  a 
dozen  other  partridges  in  the  time  that  i  have  bceir 
courting  your  aftec^ion ;  1  am  fure  you  will  have 
reafons  enough  to  be  glad' of  my  friendihip ;  firii, 
becaufe  no  other  falcon  fhall  do  you  any  harm 
■while  you  are  under  my  protection  ;    fecondly,, 
becaufe  that,  being  in  my  neft,    you  will  be  ho- 
noured by  the  world;  and,  laltly,  1  will  procure 
you  a  male  to  keep  you  company,  and  give  yoi* 
all  the  delights  of  love  and  a  young  progeny. 
It  is  impoflible  for  me  to  think  you  can  have  fo 
much  kindnefs  to  me,  replied  the  partridge ;  but^ 
indeed  fhould  this  be  true,  1  ought  not  to  accept 
your  propofal;  for  you  being  tiie  prince  of  birdsy 
and  of  the  greaieft  itrength,   and  I  a  poor  weak 
partridge,  whenever  I  Ihall  do  any  thirig  that  dif- 
pleafes  you,  you  will  not  fail  to  tear  me  to  pieces^ 
No,    no,    feid  the  falcon,    fet  your  heart  at  reft 
for  that;  the  faults  that  friends  commit  are  eafily 
pardoned.      Much  other  difcourfe  of  this  kind 
papil'd  between  them,  and  many  doubts  were  dart- 
ed and  anfwerevl  to  f  ai^fadlion,    fo  that  at  length 
the  fa'con  teiiiHcd  fuch  an  extraordinary  friends 
fljip  tor  tne  parti  idge,  that  {he  could  no  longer  re- 
,  fu{c  coming  out  of  her  hole.     And  no  fooncr  was 
.  ihe  come  forth,  but  the  falcon  tenderly  em.braceJ 
•  her,  and  «arried  her  to  his  nell,  where,  for  two 
or  three  days,  he  made  it  his  wh  Je  hulinc(s  to  di- 
I  vert  her.      The  partridge,  overjoyed  to  fee  hcr- 
felf  fo  carefltd,  gave  her  tongue  more  liberty  than 
*«  .  ihe 
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the  had  done  before,  and  talked  much  of  the  cru- 
elty and  favage  temper  of  the  birds  of  prey. 
This  began  to  offend  the  falcon,  though,  for  the 
prefent,  he  diiTembled  it.  One  day,  however, 
he  unfortunately  fell  ill,  which  hindered  him  from 
going  abroad  in  fearch  of  prey,  fo  that  he  grew 
hungry,  and,  wanting  vicluals,  he  foon  became 
melancholy,  morofe,  and  churliih.  His  being  out 
of  humour  quickly  alarmed  the  partridge,  who 
kept  herfelf,  very  prudently,  clofe  in  a  corner  with 
a  very  modeft  countenance.  But  the  falcon,  foon 
after,  no  longer  able  to  endure  the  importunities 
of  his  ftomach,  refolved  to  pick  a  quarrel  with 
the  poor  partridge.  To  which  purpo!e.  It  is  not 
fitting,  faid  he,  that  jou  fhould  lie  lurking  there 
in  the  fhade,  while  all  the  world  is  expofed  to 
the  heat  of  the  fun.  The  partridge,  trembling 
tvery  joint  of  her,  replied,  King  of  birds,  it  is 
now  night,  and  all  the  world  is  in  the  (hade  as 
well  as  I,  nor  do  I  know  whiit  fun  you  mean, 
Infolent  baggage,  replied  the  falcon,  then  you 
will  make  me  either  a  liar  or  mad  :  and,  fo  fay- 
ing, he  fell  upon  her,  and  tore  her  to  pieces. 

Do  not  believe>  purfued  the  rat,  that,  upon 
the  faith  of  your  promifes,  I  will  lay  myfelf  at 
your  mercy.  RecolLct  yourfelf,  anfwercd  the 
raven,  and  confider  that  it  is  not  worth  my 
while  to  fool  my  ftomach  with  fuch  a  dimin^utive 
body  as  thine,  it  i>  therefore  with  no  fuch  intent 
I  am  talking  witii  thee,  but  I  know  thy  friend- 
.  fhip  may  be  beneficial  to  me  •,  fcruplc  not  there- 
fore to  grant  me  this  favour.  Tlie  f-gc^  of  c^d, 
replied  trie  rat,  admonlfh  us  to  take  csre.of  be- 
in^  deluded  by  the  fair  words  of  our  enemies,   eV 
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W4S  a  certain  Unfortunate  man,    whofe  ftory,  if 
you  pleafe,  I  will  relate  to  you. 


FABLE    III. 

The  Man    and  the  Adder. 

A  Man,   mounted  upon  a  camel,   once  ro4e 
into  a  thicket,  and  went  to  reft  himfelf  in 
that  part  of  it,    whence  a  caravan  was  juft  de- 
parted,   and  where  the  people  having  left  a  fire, 
fome  fpsrlts  of  it,  being  driven  by  the  wind,  had 
fet  a  bujfo,    wherein  lay  an  adder,  all  in  a  flame. 
The  fire  environed  the  adder  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  he  knew  not  how  to  cfcape,    and  was  juft 
giving  himfelf  over  to  dcftrudion,  when  he  per- 
ceived the  man  already  mentioned,    and,  with  a 
thoufand  mour/iful  conjurations,    begged  of  him 
to  fiive  his  life.     The  man,  -on  this,    being  na- 
turally compaflionate,   faid  to  himfelf,  It  is  true, 
thefe  creatures  are  enemies  to  mankind  ;    how- 
ever,   good  a6tions  are  of  great  value,    even  of 
the  very  greatcft  when  done  to  our  enemies,  ai^ 
whoever  fows  the  feed  of  good  works  ftiall  reap 
the  fruit  ofbleflings.     After  he  had  made  this 
refledlion,    he  took  a  fack,   and  tying  it  to  the 
end  of  his  lance,    reached  it  over  the  flame  to 
the  adder,  who  flung  himfelf  into  it ;  and,  when 
he  was  fafe  in,  the  traveller  pulled  back  the  bag, 
and  ?ave  the  adder  leave  to  come  forth,    telling 
him  he  might  go  about  his  bufincfs,  but  hoped  he 
would  have  the  gratitude  to  make  him  a  pro- 
mife,  never  to  do  any  more  harm  to  men,  Imce 
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a  man  had  done  him  fo  great  a  piece  of  fervice. 
"To  this  the  ungrateful  creature  anfwered.  You 
much  miftake  both  yourfelf  and  mej  think  not 
that  1  intend  to  be  gone  fo  calmly;  no,  my  de- 
fign  is  firft  to  leave  thee  a  parting  blefling,  and 
throw  my  venom  upon  thee  and  thy  camel.  Mon- 
fter  of  ingratitude,  replied  the  traveller,  dcfifl 
a  moment  at  leaft,  and  tell  me  whether  it  be' 
lawful  to  recompenfe  good  with  evil  !  No,  re- 
plied the  adder  it  certainly  is  not  j  but,  in  acting 
in  that  manner,  I  ihall  do  no  more  than  what 
yourfelves  do  every  day ;  that  is  to  fay,  retaliate 
^ood  deeds  with  wicked  actions,  and  requite  bene- 
lits  with  ingratitude.  You  cannot  prove  this 
ilanderous  and  wicked  afperfion,  replied  the  tra- 
veller ;  nay,  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  if  you 
can  fhevv  me  any  one  other  creature  in  the 
world  that  is  of  your  opinion,  I  will  confent  to 
whatever  punifhment  you  think  fit  to  inflitft  on 
me  for  the  faults  of  my  fellow-creatures.  I 
a  irec  to  thi>  willingly,  anfwered  the  adder;  and 
;^t  the  fame  time  fpying  a  cow.  Let  us  propound 
oar  queftion,  faid  he,  to  this  creature  before  us, 
^:id  we  will  fee  what  anfv/er  fhe  will  make, 
j'he  man  confented,  and  fo  both  of  them  accoft- 
ing  the  cow,  the  adder  put  the  queftion  to  her, 
li'iw  a  good  turn  was  to  be  requited?  By  its 
contrary,  replied  the  cow,  if  you  mean  accord- 
ing to  the  cuftom.  of  men  ;  and  this  I  know  hy 
f  fad  experience.  I  belong,  faid  {he,  to  a  man,  td 
.  -whom  I  have  long  been  feveral  w^ays  extremely 
I  beneficial :  I  have  been  ufed  to  bring  him  a  calf 
4  every  year,  and  to  fupply  his  hcufe  with  milk, 
I  butter,  and  cheefe  ;  but  now  I  am  grown  old,. 
and  no  longer  in  a  condition  to  ferve  him  as  for- 
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merly  I  did,  he  has  put  me  in  this  pafture  to  fat 
me,  with  a  dcfign  to  fell  me  to  a  butcher,  who 
is  to  cut  my  throat,  and  he  and  his  friends  are  to 
eat  my  flefh  :  and  is  not  this  a  requiting  good 
with  evil?  On  this  the  adder  taking  upon  him  to 
fpeak,  faid  to  the  man,  What  fay  you  now,  are 
not  your  own  cuftoms  a  fufficient  warrant  for 
me  to  treat  you  as  I  intend  to  do?  The  traveller, 
not  a  little  confounded  at  this  ill-timed  ftory,  was 
cunning  enough,  however,  to  anfwer,  this  is  a 
particular  cafe  only,  and  give  me  leave  to  fay, 
one  witnefs  is  not  fufficient  to  convi<St  me  j 
therefore  pray  let  me  have  another.  With  all  my 
heart,  replied  the  adder  j  let  us  addrefs  ourfelves 
to  this  tree  that  ftands  here  before  us.  The 
tree,  having  heard  the  fubjeft  of  their  difpute, 
gave  his  opinion  in  the  following  words  :  A- 
mong  men,  benefits  are  never  requited  but  with 
ungrateful  actions.  I  prote6b  travellers  from  the 
heat  of  the  fun,  and  yield  them  fruit  to  eat,  and 
a  delightful  liquor  to  drink ;  neverthelefs,  forget- 
ting the  delight  and  benefit  of  my  fliade,  ^hcy 
barbaroufly  cut  down  my  branches  to  make  fticks 
and  handles  for  hatchets,  and  faw  my  body  to 
make  planks  and  rafters.  Is  not  this  requiting 
good  with  evil :  The  adder,  on  this,  looking 
upon  the  traveller,  afked  if  he  was  fatisfied?  but 
he  was  in  fuch  a  cpnfuliouj  that  he  knew  not 
what  to  anfwer.  However,  in  hope?  to  free  hini- 
felf'from  the  danger  that  threatened  him,  faid  to 
the  adder,  1  defire  only  one  favour  more  ;  let  us 
be  judged  by  the  next  beaft  we  meet;  give  me 
but  that  fatisfadtion,  it  is  all  J  crave;  you  know 
life  is  fw^et ;  fuffer  me  therefore  to  beg  for  the 
means  of  continuing  it.     While  they  were  thus 
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^parleying  together,  a  fox,  pafling  by,  was  flopped 
by  the  adder,  who  conjured  him  to  put  an  end 
to  their  controverfy.  Tae  tbx,  upon  this,  de- 
firing  to  know  the  fubjecl  of  their  difpute  ;  faid 
the  traveller,  I  have  done  this  adder  a  lignal 
piece  of  fervice,  and  he  would  fuin  perfuade  me 
that,  for  my  reward,  he  ought  to  do  me  a  mif- 
chief.  If  he  means  to  act  by  you  as  you  men  do 
by  others,  he  fpeaks  nothing  but  what  is  true,  re- 
plied the  fox ;  but,  that  I  may  be  better  able  to 
judge  between  you,  let  me  underiland  what  fer- 
vice it  is  that  you  have  done  him  ?  The  travel- 
ler was  very  glad  of  this  opportunity  of  fpcaking 
for  himfelf,  and  recounted  the  whole  affair  to 
him;  he  told  him  after  what  manner  he  had  refV 
cued  him  out  of  the  flames  with  that  little  facl^ 
which  he  (hewed  him.  How !  faid  the  fox,  laughs 
ing  out-right,  would  you  pretend  to  make  rae  be- 
lieve  that  fo  large  an  adder  as  this  could  get  into 
fuch  a  little  fack  ?  it  is  impoffible.  Both  the  man 
and  the  adder,  on  this,  allured  him  of  the  truth 
of  that  part  of  the  ftory ;  but  the  fox  pofitivcly 
refufed  to  believe  it.  At  length,  faid  he,  words* 
will  never  convince  me  of  this  monftrous  impro- 
bability;  but  if  the  adder  will  go  into  it  again,  to 
convince  me  of  the  truth  of  v/hat  you  fay,  I  fhal! 
then  be  able  to  judge  of  the  reft  of  this  affair. 
That  I  will  do  moft  willingly,  replied  the  adder  ; 
and  at  the  fame  timt  put  himfelf  into  the  fack. 
Then  faid  the  fox  to  the  traveller,  now  you  are 
the  mafter  of  your  enemy's  life;  and,  I  believe, 
^ou  need  not  be  long  in  refoiving  what  trearment 
fuch  a  monfter  of  ingratitude  deferves  of  vou. 
With  that  the  traveller  tied  up  the  mouth  of  the 
fackj  and,  with  a  great  ftone,  never  left  off  beat- 
1  ing 
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ing  it  till  he  had  pounded  the  adder  to  death ;  an4 
by  that  means,  put  an  end  to  his  fears,  and  the 
difpute,  at  once. 

This  fable,  purfued  the  rat,  informs  us  that 
there  is  no  truding  to  the  fair  words  of  an  ene- 
my, for  fear  of  falling  into  the  like  misfortunes. 
You  fay  very  true,  replied  the  raven,  in  all  this  ; 
but  what  I  have  to  anfwer  to  it  is,  that  we  ought 
to  underftand  how  to  diftinguifli  friends  from 
enemies ;  and,  when  you  have  learned  that  art, 
you  will  know  I  am  no  terrible  or  treacherous  foe, 
but  a  fincerc  and  hearty  friend ;  for,  I  proteft  to 
tlice,  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  that  what  I 
have  feen  thee  do  for  thy  friend  the  pidgeon,  and 
his  companion?,  has  taken  fuch  root  in  me,  that 
I  cannot  live  without  an  acquaintance  with  thee; 
and  I  fwear  I  will  not  depart  from  hence  till  thou 
haft  granted  me  thy  friendlhip.  Zirac,  perceiving 
at  length  that  the  raven  really  dealt  frankly  and 
cordially  with  him,  replied,  I  am  happy  to  find 
that  you  are  fincere  in  all  this ;  pardon  my  fears, 
and  now  hear  me  acknowledge,  that  I  think  it  is 
an  honour  for  me  to  wear  the  title  of  thy  friend  j 
and,  if  I  have  fo  long  vvithftood  thy  importunities, 
it  was  only  to  try  thee,  and  to  fliew  thee  that  I 
want  neither  wit  nor  policy,  that  thou  mayeft 
know  hereafter  how  far  I  may  be  able  to  ferve  thee. 
And,  fo  faying,  he  came  forward;  but  even  now 
he  did  not  venture  fairly  out,  but  ftojjped  at  the 
entrance  of  his  hole.  Why  doft  thou  not  come 
boldly  forth  ?  demanded  the  raven  :  is  it  becaufe 
thou  art  not  yet  adured  of  my  affection  ?  7'hat  is 
not  tiie  reafoa,  anfwcred  the  rat,  but  1  am  afraid 
of  thy  companions"  upon  the  trees.     Set  thy  heart 
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it  reft  for  that,  replied  the  raven,  they  AalJ  ncf- 
pei^  thee  as  their  friend :  for,  it  is  a  cuftom  among 
us,  that,  when  one  of  us  enters  into  a  league  of 
friendfhip  with  a  creature  of  another  fpecies,  we  all 
efteem  and  love  that  creature.  The  rat,  upon  the 
faith  of  thefe  words,  came  out  to  the  raven,  wha 
carefled  him  with  extraordinary  demonftrations 
of  friendfhip;  fwearing  to  him  an  inviolable  ami->. 
Cy,  and  requefting  him  to  go  and  live  with  him, 
near  the  habitation  of  a  certain  neighbouring  tor- 
toife,  of  whom  he  gave  a  very  noble  charafter. 
Command  me  henceforward  in  all  things,  replied 
Zirac;  for,  I  have  fo  great  an  inclination  for  you, 
that  from  herKeforward  I  will  for  ever  follow 
you  as  your  (hadow ;  and,  to  tell  you  the  truth, 
this  is  not  the  proper  place  of  my  refidence;  I 
was  only  compelled,  I'ome  time  fmce,  to  take 
fancliiary  in  this  hole  by  reafon  of  an  accident, 
of  which  I  would  give  you  therelation,  if  I  thought 
it  might  not  be  ol^nfive  to  you.  My  dear  friend, 
replied  the  raven,  can  you  have  any  fuch  fears  ? 
or  rather  are  you  not  convinced  that  I  (hare  in  all 
v»ur  concerns?  But  the  tortoife,  added  he,  whofe 
friendfhip  is  a  very  confiderabie  acquiiition,  wi)ich 
you  cai.not  fail  of,  will  be  no  lefs  glad  to  hear  the 
recital  of  your  adventures :  come,  therefore, 
away  with  me  to  her,  continued  he  ;  and,  at  the 
fame  time^  he  took  the  rat  in  his  bill,  and  car- 
ried him  to  the  tortoife*s  dwelling,  to  whom  he 
related  what  he  had  feen  Zirac  do.  She  congra- 
tulated the  raven  for  having  acquired  fo  perfect  a 
friend,  and  carefied  the  rat  at  a  very  high  rate  ; 
who,  for  his  part,  was  too  much  a  courcier  not 
to  tettify  how  fenfible  he  was  of  all  her  civilities. 
After  many  compliments  on  all  fides,  thev  w«it 
I  2  'ail 
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all  three  to  walk  by  the  banks  of  a  purling  rivulet  i 
and,  having  made  choice  of  a  place  fomewhat  ail- 
tant  from  the  highway,  the  raven  defired  Zirac 
there  to  relate  his  adventures,  which  he  did  in 
the  foUovifing  manner. 


FABLE    ly. 

The  Adventures  ef  Zirac. 

I  Was  born,  faid  Zirac,  and  lived  many  years, 
in  a  city  of  India  called  Marout,  where  I  made 
choice  of  a  place  to  refide  in,  that  feemed  to  be  the 
habitation  of  filence  itfelf,  that  I  might  live  with- 
out difturbance.  Here  i  enjoyed  long  the  ^reat- 
eft  earthly  felicity,  and  tailed  the  fwcets  of  a  quiet 
life,  in  company  with  fome  other  rats,  honeft 
creatures,  of  my  own  humour.  There  was  al- 
io in  our  neighbourhood,  I  muft  inform  you,  a 
qertain  dervife,  who  every  day  remained  idly  in 
his  habitation  while  his  companion  went  to  beg- 
ging. He  conftantly,  however,  ate  a  part  of  what 
the  other  br  jught  home,  and  kept  the  remain- 
der for  his  fupper.  But,  when  he  fate  down  to  his 
fecond  meal,  he  never  found  his  difh  in  the  fame 
condition  that  he  left  it.  For,  while  he  was  in  his 
garden,  I  always  filled  my  belly,  and  conflanily 
called  my  companions  to  partake  with  me,  who 
were  no  lefs  nwndtul  of  their  duty  to  nature  than 
myfelf.  The  dcrvife,  on  this,  conltantly  finding 
his  pittance  diminifhed,  flew  out  at  length  into  a 
great  rage,  and  looked  into  his  books  for  fome 
receipt,  or  fome  engine,  to  appreh  iid  us  ;  but  all 
thac  nothing  availed  hiin,  I  was  iiiU  more  cunning 
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than  he.     One  unfortunate  day,   however,    ©n6 
of  his  friends,  who  had  been  a  long  journey,  en- 
tered  into  his  cell  to  viht  him  ;    and,   after  they 
had  dined,    they  fell  into  a  difcourfe  concerning 
travel.    The  dervife,  our  good  purveyor,  among 
other  things,   afked  his  friend  what  he  had  feen, 
ihaL  was  moft  rare  and  curious,    in  his  travels. 
To  whom  the  traveller  began  to  recoujit  what  he 
had  obferved  moft  worthy  remark  j    but,    as  ho. 
was  ftudying  to  give  him  a  defcription  of  the  moit 
delightful  places  through  which  he  bad  pafTed,  the 
dervife  ftillinterrupted  him,   from  time  to  time, 
with  the  nolfe  which   he  made,^  .by  clapping  his 
hands  one  againft  the  other,    and  llampmg  with 
his  foot  agamit  tne  ground,    to  fright  us  away : 
for,    indeed,    w<;  made  frequent  tallies  upon  his 
provifioii,   never  legirdinaj  his  prefsnce  nor  his 
CO  npany.     At  ien^;h,    the  traveller  taking  it 
in  dudgern  that  the  dervife  gave  fo  little  car  to 
him,  toM  n;m,  in  down-right  terms,  that  he  did 
ill  to  detain  him  there,   to  trouble  ;iim  with  tel- 
ling rtories  ned'd  no:  attend  to,  and  malce  afool  of 
him.     Heaven  frrbid  !     replied  tike  dervife,  alto- 
gether furprifed,    that  I  (hould  iracs  a  foci  of  a 
perfon  of  your  merit:   I  beg  your  pardon  for  in- 
terrupting  you,    but   there   is    in   t&is   place  a 
nefl:  of  rats  that  will  eat  me  vp  to  the  veiy  earis 
before  they  have  done;  and  there  is  one  above  the 
reft  fo  bold,    that  he  even  has  the  iir.pudt.-nce  to 
come  and  bite  me  by  the  toes  as  I  lie  alleep,  and 
I  know  not  how  to  catch  the  felonious  devil. 
The  traveller,  on  this,  was  fatisfiea  with  the  der- 
vife's  excufes;    and  replied,    certainly  there  is 
fome  myftery  in  this:    this  accident  brings  to 
my  mind  a  remarkable  ftory,  which  I  wiU  relate 
1  3  to 
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to  you,  providcQ  you  will  hearken  to  me  with  a 
little  better  attention. 


F  A  B  L  E    V. 

J  Husband   and  his  Wife. 

ONE  day,  continued  the  traveller,  as  I 
was  on  my  journey,  the  bad  weather  con- 
ftr-ined  nie  to  ftop  at  a  town  where  i  had  feveral 
acquaintances  of  different  ranks;  and,  being  un- 
able to  proceed  on  my  journey  for  the  continuance 
of  the  rain,  I  went  to  lodge  at  one  of  my  friends, 
who  received  me  very  civilly.  Afterfupper,  he 
put  me  to  bed  in  9.  chamber  that  was  parted  from 
his  own  by  a  very  thin  wainfcot  only,  fo  that,  in 
tielpight  of  my  ears,  1  heard  all  his  private  con- 
verfation  with  his  wife.  To  morrow,  faid  he, 
1  intend  to  invite  the  principal  burghers  of  the 
town,  to  divert  my  friend,  who  has  done  me 
tne  honour  to  come  and  fee  me.  You  have  not 
fufficient  wherewithal  to  fupport  youf  faniily, 
anfwered  his  wife,  and  yet  you  talk  of  bein»  iit 
great  expences :  rather  think  of  fpnring  that  little 
you  have  tor  the  good  •  of  your  children,  and  let 
fealiing  alone.  This  is  a  man  of  great  religion 
^nd  piety,  replied  the  hufband,  and  I  ought  to 
tCilify  niy  joy  on  feeing  him,  and  to  give  my  other 
friends  an  opportunity  of  hearing  his  pious  con- 
verfation  ;  nor  be  you  in  care  for  the  fmall  ex- 
pence  that  will  attend  this  The  providence  of 
God  is  very  gic.it,  and  we  ought  not  to  cake  too 
ntuch  care  lot  to-aiorro\V|  Idl  what  bcfel  the 
wuU  bcfal  us. 

FABLK 
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FABLE       VI. 

"The   Hunter    and  the   W  o  l  f . 


o 


N  E    day,    continued  the  hulband,  a  great 
vv   hunter  returning  from  the  chace  of  a  deer, 
wnich  he  had  killed,    unexpedtedly  efpied  a  w  d 
boar  comin  T  out  of  a  wood,  and  making  directly 
towards  him.     Very  good,  cried  the  hunter,  tnis 
beaft  comes  very  good-naturedly,    he  will  not  a 
little  augment  my  prOvifton.     With  that  he  bent 
his  bow,    and  let  fly  his  arrows  with  fo  good  an 
aim,  that  he  wounded  the  boar  to  death.     Such, 
however,    are  the  unforefeen  events  that  attend 
too  covetous  a  care  for   the  necelCines  of  life, 
that  this  fair  beginning  was  but  a  prelude  to  a 
very  fatal  cataftrophe.     For,  the  beaft,    feeling 
himfelf  wounded,    ran  with  fo  much  fury  at  the 
hunt'-^    that  he  ript  up  his  belly  with  his  tufks 
in  fuch  a  manner,   that  they  both  fell  dead  upon 
the  place.  ^ 

At  the  very  moment  when  tnis  happened,  tnerc 
pafled  by  a  wolf  half  famifhed,    who,  feeing  fo 
much  viduals  Iving  upon  the  ground,  was  in  an 
extacy  of  joy.     However,    laid  he  to  himfelf,  1 
mail  not  be  prodigal  of  all  this  good  food  ;    Dut 
it  benoves  me  to  hufband  my  good  fortune,    to 
make  my  provifion  hold  out  the  longer.     Being 
very  hungry,    however,    he  very  prudently  re- 
folved  to  till  his  belly  hrft,    and  make  his  ftore 
for  the  future  afterwards.    Not  willing,  however, 
to  walle  any  part  of  his  treafure,  he  was  tor  eat- 
in-^  r.is  meat,  and,  ifpoflible,  having  it  too  ;  he 
thcrerore  refolved  to  till  his  belly  with  what  was- 
I  +  le^ 
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leaft  dedicate  i  and  ^iccortlingly  began  with  the 
ftring  of  the  bow,  Which  was  made  of  gut  j  but 
he  had  no  fooner  fnapt  the  ftring,  but  the  bow> 
which  was  highly  bent,,  gave  him  fuch  a  terrible 
thump  upon  the  breaft,  that  he  fell  ilone  dead 
upon  the  other  bodies.  •<^ 

This  fable,  faid  the  hufband,  purfuing  his  dif- 
courfe,  inftruils  us  that  we  ought  not  to  be  too 
greedily  covetous.  Nay,  iaid  the  wife,  if  this  be 
the  effedt  of  faving,  e'en  invite  whom  you  pleafe 
to-morrow. 

The  company  was  accordingly  invited  j  but, 
the  next  day,  as  the  wife  was  getting  dinner 
ready,  and  making  a  fort  of  fauce  with  honey, 
fhe  faw  a  rat  fall  into  the  honey-pot,  which 
turned  her  ftomach,  and  ftopped  the  making  of 
that  part  of  the  entertainment.  Unwilling,  there- 
fore, to  make  ufe  of  the  honey,  ihe  carried  it  to 
the  market,  and,  when  fhe  parted  witn  it,  took 
pitch  inexchange.  I  was  then,  by  accident, byher, 
and  aflced  her  why  (he  made  luch  a  difanx  antagc- 
ous  exchange  for  her  honey  ?  becaufe,  faid  flie  in 
my  ear,  it  is  not  worth  fo  much  to  me  as  the 
pitch .  Then  I  prefcntly  perceived  there  was  fome 
rayftery  in  the  affair,  which  was  beyond  my 
comprehenfion.  It  is  the  fame  with  this  rat :  he 
would  never  be  fo  bold,  had  he  not  fome  rcafon 
for  it  which  we  arc  igno.ani  of.  The  rat',  con- 
tinued he,  in  this  part  of  the  worlJj  are  a  cun- 
ning, covetous,  and  proud,  generation ;  they  heap 
money  as  much  as  thci  mifers  of  our  own  fpecies  ; 
and,  when  one  of  them  is  poflefled  of  a  confiderable' 
fum,  he  becomes  a  prince  among  them,  and  has 
his  f«t  of  comrades,  who  would  die  to  fcrre  him, 
i  as 
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as  they  live  by  him  ;  for,  he  difburfes  money  for 
their  purchafes  of  food,  &c.  of  one  another,  and 
they  live  his  flaves  in  perfect  idlenefs.  And,  for 
my  part,  I  am  apt  to  believe  that  this  is  the  cafe 
with  this  impudent  rat ;  that  he  has  a  number  of 
ilaves  of  his  own  fpecies  at  command,  to  defend 
and  uphold  him  in  his  audaciou'  tricks,  and  that 
there  is  money  hidden  in  his  hole. 

The  dervifc  no  fooner  heaid  the  traveller  talk 
of  money,  but  he  took  a  hatchet,  and  fo  be- 
fliried  himielf,  that,  having  cleft  the  wall,  he 
fooh  dii'covered  my  treai'ure,  to  the  value  of  a 
thoufand  deniers  of  gold,  wnich  I  had  heaped  to- 
gether with  great  labour  and  toil.  Thefe  had  long 
been  my  whole  pleafure  ;  I  told  them  every  day  ; 
1  took  delight  to  handle  them,  and  tumble  upoa 
them,  placing  all  my  happinefs  m  that  exercife. 
But  to  return  to  the  ftory.  When  the  gold  tum- 
bled out.  Very  good,  faidthe  traveller,  had  1  not 
realon  to  attribute  the  infolence  of  thefe  rats  to 
fome  unknown  caufe. 

I  leave  you  to  judge  in  what  a  de^rate  con- 
dition 1  was,  when  1  faw  my  habitation  ranfacked 
after  this  manner.  4  refolved  on  this  to  change  my 
lodging ;  but  all  my  companions  left  me  j  fo  that 
I  had  a  thorough  experience  of  the  truth  of  the 
proverb,  no  inorir'y^  no  friend.  Friends,  now- 
a-days,  love  us  rvo  longer  than  our  friendfhip  turns 
to  their  advantage.  1  haye  heard,  among  the  men, 
that  one  day  a  wealthy  and  a  witty  man  was  afk- 
cd,'  how  many  frieivis  he  had:  As  for  friends 
a-la-mode,  faid  he,  I  have  as  many  as  1  have 
<*rowns  ;  but  as  for  real  friends,  I  muft  ftay  till- 
I  come  to  be  in  want,  and  then  I  fl»all  know. 

i  5  While 
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While  I  was  pondering,    however,-  upon  the, 
acciilent  that  had  befallen  me,    1  faw  a  rat  pals 
along,   who  had  been  heretofore  ufed  to  profefs 
himfelf  fo  much  devote  d  to  my  fervice,  that  you 
would  have  thought  he  could  not  have  lived  a 
moment  out  of  my  company.     1   called  to  him, 
and  afked  him,  why  he  (hunncd  me  like  the  reft  ? 
Thinkeft  thou,  faid  the  ungrateful  and  impudent 
villain,    that  we  are  fuch  fools  to  (erve  thee  for 
nothing  ?    when   thou  wert  rich,    we  were  thy 
fervants ;    but,  now  thou  art  poor,    believe  me, 
we  will  not  be  the  companions  of  thy  poverty. 
Alas  !  thou  oughteft  not  to  d  -fpife  the  poor,  faid  1, 
becaufe  they  are  the  beloved  of  providence,     it  is 
very  true,  anfwcred  he ;  but  not  fuch  poor  as  thou 
art ;    for,    providence  takes  care  of  thofe  amorg 
men,  who  have,  for  the  fake  of  religion,  forfaken 
the  world  ;    not  thofe  whom  the  world  has  forfa- 
ken.    Miferabjy  angry  was  I  with  myfelf  for  my 
former  generofitifes  tQ  fuch  a  wretch ;  but  I  could 
not  tell  what  to  anfwer  to  fuch  a  cutting  expreffi- 
on.     I  ftaid,  however,  notwithftanding  my  mif- 
fortunes,  with  the  dervife,  to  fee  how  he  would 
difpofe  of  the  money  he  had  taken  from  me,  and  I 
obierved  that  he  gave  one  halt  to  his  f^-iend,  and 
that  each  of  them  laid  their  (hares  under  their  pil- 
lows.    On  feeing  this,    an  immediate  thought 
came  into  my  mind  to  go  and  regain  this  money.. 
To  this  purpofe  I  ftolc  foftly  to  the  dervife's  bed- 
fi4f ,  and  was  juft  going  to  carry  back  my  treafure  j 
but,  unfortunately, his  friend,  who,  unperceived  by 
mc,  ohfcrved  all  my  actions,   threw  his  bed  ftatf 
at  me  with  fo  good  a  will,  that  he  had  ahnott  broke 
mf  foot,    whici  obliged  me  to  recover  my  hole 
with  all  the  peed  I  could,    though  noc  without 

foroe 
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fome  difficulty.  About  an  hour  after,  I  crept 
out  a^ain,  believing  by  this  time  the  traveller 
migrir  be  afleep  alio  But  he  was  too  diligent  a 
ceiitinel,  and  too  n:uch  afraid  of  lofing  his  good 
fortune.  Hovvever,  I  plm.  Iced  up  a  good  heart, 
went  forward,  and  was  already  got  to  the  der- 
vife's  bed's-head,  when  my  raflinefs  had  like  to 
have  coit  me  niy  life.  P  or,  the  traveller  gave  me 
a  fecoiid  blow  upon  the  head,  that  flunned  me 
in  fuch  a  -man/ier,  that  i  could  nardly  find  my 
hole  again.  At  the  fame  inftant  he  alfo  threw 
his  bed-ftaff  at  me  a  th.rd  time  ;  but,  mifling 
me,  1  recovered  my  fantSluary,  where  I  was  no 
fooiier  fst  down  in  fafety,  but  I  protefted  never 
more  to  purfue  the  recovery  of  a  thing  which 
had  cofl  me  fo  much  pains  and  jeopardy.  In 
purfuance  of  this  reiolution,  I  left  the  dervife's 
habitation^  and  retired  to  that  place  where  vou 
faw  me  wim  the  pidgeon.  The  tortoife  wr>s 
extremely  well  pie.Uea  with  the  recital  of  the  rat's 
adventures,  and,  at  the  fame  time  embracing 
him,  V  ou  have  done  well,  faid  flie,  to  quit  the 
world,  and  tne  intrigues  of  it,  fince  they  afford 
us  no  perfect  fatisfaction.  All  thofe  who  are 
turmoiled  with  avarice  and  ambition  do  but  la- 
bour their  own  ruin  like  a  certain  cat,  which  I 
once  knew,  wtiofe  adventure  you  will  not  be 
^ifi^Icaicd  to  he*r. 


16  FABLE 
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F  A  B  L  E-     VII. 
Ithg  ravenousCat. 

A  Certain  perfon,  whom  I  have  often  feen, 
continued  the  tortoife,  bred  up  a  cat  very 
frugally  in  his  own  houfe  :  he  gave  her  enough 
to  fuffice  nature,  though  nothing  fuperfluous ; 
and  (he  might,  if  fhe  plealed,  have  lived  very  hap- 
pily with  him ;  but  Ihe  was  very  ravenous,  and, 
not  content  with  her  ordinary  food,  hunted  about 
in  every  corner  for  more.  One  day,  pafling  by 
a  dove-houfe,  fbe  faw  fome  young  pidgeons,  that 
were  hardly  fledged,  and  prefently  her  teeth  wa- 
tered for  ^  tafte  of  thofe  delicate  viands.  With 
thi^  refolution,  up  fhe  boldly  mounted  into  the 
dove-houfe,  never  minding  whether  the  maftcr 
were  there  or  not,  and  was  prefently,  with  great 
joy,  preparing  to  fatisfy  her  voluptuous  defires. 
But  the  mafler  of  the  place  no  fooner  faw  this  e- 
picure  of  a  cat  enter,  but  he  fhut  up  the  doors, 
and  flopped  all  the  holes  at  which  it  was  p.>flible 
for  her  to  get  out  again,  and  fo  beftirred  himfelf, 
that  he  caught  the  felonious  baggage,  and  hanged 
her  up  at  the  corner  of  the  pidgeon-houfe.  Soon 
after  this,  the  owner  of  the  cat  pafling  that  w^y, 
and  feeing  his  cat  hanged.  Unfortunate  greedy- 
gut,  faid  he,  hadft  thou  been  contented  with  thy 
meaner  food,  thou  hadft  not  been  now  in  this 
condition !  Thus,  continued  he,  moralizing  on 
the  fpe6tacle,  infatiable  gluttons  are  the  pro- 
curers of  their  own  untimely  ends.  Alas  !  the 
felicities  ot  this  world  are  uncertain,  and  of  no 
continuance.     Wife  men,  I  well  remember,  fay 

there 
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there  is  no  reliance  upon  thefe  fix  things,    nor 
any  thing  of  fidehty  to  ■  e  expefted  from  them. 

1.  From  a  cloud  j  for,  i:  dilpcrfes  in  an  jn- 
ftant. 

2.  From  feigned  friendiliip  j  for,  it  pafles  awajr 
like  a  flafh  of  lightening. 

3.  From  a  woman's  love  j  for,  it  changes 
upon  every  frivolous  fancy. 

4.  From  beauty  j  for,  the  leaft  injury  of  time, 
misfortune,  or  a  difeafe,  deftroys  it. 

5.  From  falfe  prayers ;  for,  they  are  but 
fmoke. 

6.  And  from  the  enjoyments  of  the  world^ 
for,  they  all  vanifh  in  a  moment. 

Men  of  judgement,  replied  the  rat,  are  all  of 
this  opinion  ;  they  never  iibo  r  after  thefe  vain 
things* ;  there  is  nothing  but  the  acqui/.tion  of 
a  real  friend  can  tempt  us  to  the  expectation  of  a 
lafting  happinefs.  The  raven  then  fpojce  in  his 
turn.  There  is  no  earthly  pieafure  or  advantage^ 
{aid  he,  like  a  true  friend ;  which  I  fhall  endea- 
vour to  prove  by  the  recital  of  the  following 
ftory. 


FABLE     VIII. 
^e    TWO    Friends. 


A 


Certain  perfon,  of  a  truly  noble  and  gene- 
^  ^  rous  diipofition,  once  heard,  as  he  lay  in 
bed,  fome  body  knocking  at.his  f-oor  at  an  un- 
feaknuble  hour.  Somet.iing  furprifcd  at  it,  he, 
without  ftiriing  out  of  his  place,  firft  aiked.  Who 

was 
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%vas  there  ?  But,  when  hy  the  anfwer  he  under- 
ftood  that  it  was  one  of  his  beft  friendv,  he  i-sn- 
mediately  arofe,  put  on  his  clothes,  and,  ordering 
his  fervant  to  Ught  a  candle,  went  and  opened 
the  door.  So  ibon  as  he  he  faw  him,  dear  friend,, 
laid  he,  I  at  all  times  rejoice  to  fee  you,  but 
doubly  now,  becaufe  I  promife  myfel',  from  this 
extraordinary  viilt,  that  I  can  be  nf  fome  fervice 
ta  you.  I  cannot  imagine  your  coming  fo  late  to 
be  for  any  other  reafon,  but  either  to  borrow 
money,  to  defire  me  to  be  your  fecond,  or  be- 
caufe you  w 'nt  female  company  to  divert  fome 
fudden  meh-neholy :  and  I  am  very  happy  in  that 
1  canafl'uie  you  that  1  am  provided  to  fervc  you 
in  any  of  thete  requefts.  If  you  want  moneys, 
my  purie  is  full,  and  it  is  open  to  all  your  occa- 
fions.  If  you  are  to  meet  with  your  enerhy,  my 
arm  and  fword  are  at  your  fervice.  Or,  if  any 
amorous  defire  bring  you  abroad,  here  is  my 
maid,  handfome  enough,  and  ready  to  give  you 
a  Civil  entertainment.  -In  a  word,  whatever  lies 
in  my  power  is  at  your  fervice.  There  is  nothing 
I  have  lefs  occafion  for,  anfwered  his  friend,  than 
all  thefe  thmgs  which  you  piofter  me,,  1  only 
came  to  underlcand  the  condition  of  your  healthy 
fearing  the  truth  of  an  unlucky  and  difaftrous 
dream. 

While  the  raven  was  ceciting  this  fable,  our 
fet  of  friends  beheld  at  a  diftance  a  little  wild 
goat  making  towards  them  with  an  incredible 
fwiftnefs. 

.They  all  took  it  for  granted,  by  her  fpeed, 
that  (lie  was  purlued  by  fome  hunter,  and  ihcy 
immediately  without  ceremony  fcparited  every 
one  t9  take  care  of  himfelf.     The  tortoilc  flipt 

into 
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into  the  water,  the  rat  crept  into  a  hole  which 
he  accidentally  found  there,  and  the  raven  hid 
himfelf  among  the  boughs  of  a  very  high  tree. 
In  the  mean  time  the  goat  llopt  all  on  a  fuddeii, 
and  ftood  to  reft  itfelf  by  the  fide  of  the  fountain; 
when  the  raven,  who  looked  about  every  way, 
perceiving  nobody,  called  to  the  tortOife,  who 
immediately  peeped  above  the  water  ;  and,  feeirg 
the  go^t  afraid  to  drink.  Drink  boldly,  faid  ±e 
tortoife,  for,  the  water  is  very  clear,  which  the 
goat  having  done,  rray  tell  me,  cried  the  tor- 
toife, what  is  the  reafua  you  feem  to  be  in  fuch 
a  fright?  Reafon  enou2;n,  replied  the  goat  ;  for, 
I  have  juft  made  my  cfc^pe  from  the  haivds  of  a 
hunter  who  purfued  me  with  an  eager  ciaace. 
Come,  faid  the  tortoife,  I  am  glad  you  are  fafe,  and 
I  have  an  offer  to  make  you,  if  you  can  liice  our 
company,  ftay  here,  and  i>e  one  of  our  friends  ; 
you  will  find,  I  affure  you,  our  hearts  honeft  and 
our  converfation  beneficial.  Wife  men,  conti- 
nued (he,  (ay,  that  the  numVer  of  friends  lefiens 
trouble ;  and  that,  if  a  man  had  a  thoufand 
friends,  he  ought  to  reckon  the-n  no  more  thaa 
as  one;  but,  on  the  other  fide,  if  a  man  has  but 
one  enemy,  he  ought  to  reckon  that  one  for  a 
thoufand,  fo  dangerous  and  fo  defperute  a  thing  is 
an  avowed  enemy.  After  this  difcourfe,  the 
raven  and  the  rat  entered  into  company  with  the 
godt,  and  ihewed  her  a  thoufand  civilities,  with 
which  file  was  fo  tuken»  that  Ihe  prorafeJ.  to 
ftay  there  as  long  as  (he  lived. 

Thefe  four  friends,  after  this,  lived  in  perfect 
good  harmony  a  long  while,  and  fpent  their  time 
very  pleafantly  together.  But,  one  day,  as  the 
tortoife,   tlie  rat,   and  the  raven,    were  met,  as 


they  ufed  to  do,  by  the  fide  of  the  fountain,  the 
goat  was  miffing ;    this  very  much  troubled  the 
other  triends,    as  they  knew  not  what  accident 
might  have  befallen  iier.     They  foon  came  to  a 
yefolution,    however,    to  fecic  for  and  affifl  her ; 
and  prefently  the  ravtn  mounted  up  into  the  air, 
to  fee  what  difcovci  ies  he  could  maice;  and,  look- 
ing round  about  him,  at  length,  to  his  great  for- 
rovv,   faw  at  a  diftance  the  poor  goat  entangled 
in  a  hunter's  net.      He  immediately  dropt  down 
©n  this,  to  acquaint  the  rat  and  tortojfe  with  what 
he  had  feen ;  and  you  may  be  well  affiired  thcfe  ill 
tidings  extremely  aliiicled   all   the  three  friends. 
We  have  profelTed  a   itri£t  friendfliip  together, 
and    lived  long   happily  in  it,    fdid  the  tortoife, 
and  it  will  be  (hameful  now  to  break  through  it, 
and  leave  our  innocent  and  good-natuied  friend 
tp-  deftruflion  ;    noj    we   muft  find  fome  way, 
continued  fhe,    to  deliver  the  poor  goat  out  of 
captivity.     On  this,    faid  the  raven  to  the  rat, 
remember  row,    O  excellent  Zirac  !    thy  own 
tiil^nt^',    and  exert  thein  for  the  public  good  ; 
thtTc  is  none  but  vou  can  fet  our  friend  at  li- 
berty i    and  the  bufinefs  mufl  be  quickly  done, 
for  fear  the  huntfrnan  lay  his  clutches  upon  her. 
Doubt   not  but  I  will   gladly  do  my  en'Ieavour, 
replied  the  rat ;  therefore  let  us  go  immediately, 
left  we  lofe  time      The  raven  on  this  took  up 
Zirac  in  his  bill,    and  carried  him  to  the  place  j 
"where,  being  arrived,    he  fell  witho  it  delay  to 
gnawing  the  meilies  that  held  the  goat's  foot, 
and  had  almoft  fet  him  at  liberty  by  that  time  the 
tortoife  arrived.     So  foon  as  the  goat  perceived 
this  flow-moving   friend,    (he  fent  forth  a  loud 
cry :  Oh !  laid  Ihe,  why  have  you  ventured  your- 
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lelf  to  come  hither  ?  Alas  !  replied  the  tortoife,. 
I  could  no  longer  endure  your  abfence.  Dear 
fricHd,  faid  the  goat,  your  coming  to  this  place 
troubles  me  more  than  the  lofs  of  my  own  li- 
berty: for,  if  the  hunter  fhould  happen  to  come 
at  this  inilant,  what  will  you  do  to  make  your 
el'cape  ?  for  my  part  I  am  almoft  unbound,  and 
my  fwift  heels  will  pref^rve  me  from  falling  into 
his  hands ;  the  raven  will  find  fafety  in  his 
wings;  the  rat  will  run  into  any  hole  j  only 
you,  that  is  fo  flow  of  foot,  will  become  the 
hunter's  prey. 

No  fooncr  had  the  goat  fpoken  the  words  but 
the  hunter  appeared;  and  the  goat,  being  loofed, 
ran  away ;  the  raven  mounted  into  the  fky, 
the  rat  flipped  into  a  hole,  and,  as  the  goat  had 
faid,  only  the  flow-paced  tortoife  remained  with- 
out help. 

When  the  hunter  arrived,  he  was  not  a  little 
furprifed  to  fee  his  net  broken.  This  was  no 
fmall  vexation  to  him,  and  made  him  look  nar- 
rowly about,  to  fee  if  he  could  difcover  who  had 
done  him  the  injury ;  and  unfortunately,  in  fearch- 
ing,  he  fpied  the  tortoife.  Oh  !  faid  he,  very 
well,  I  am  very  glad  to  fee  you  here ;  I  find  I 
(hall  not  go  home  €mpty-handed,  however,  at 
lail :  here  is  a  plump  tortoife,  and  that  is  worth 
fomething,  I'm  fure.  With  that  he  took  the 
tortoife  up,  put  it  in  his  fack,  threw  the  fack" 
over  his  fhoulder,    and  fo  was  trud-j-ing  home. 

When  he  was  gone,  the  thiee  friends  came' 
from  their  feveral  places,  and  met  together,  when, 
mifling  the  tortoife,  they  eafily  judged  what  was 
become  of  her.  Then,  fend  ng  forth  a  thoufand 
fijhs,  they  made  moft  doleful  lamenutions,  and 
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filed  a  torrent  of  tears.  At  length  the  raven 
interrupting  this  {jd  ,harmony,  Dear  frisnds^ 
laid  he,  our  moans  and  forrows  do  the  tortoife  na 
good  ;  we  ought,  inflead  of  this,  if  it  be  poiTi- 
blc,  to  think  of  a  way  to  i'ave  her  Ijfe.  Ti^e  fa- 
ges  of  former  ages  have  informed  us,  that  there 
are  four  forts  of  perfons  that  are  never  known  but 
upon  the  proper  occafions ;  men  of  courage  in 
fight ;  men  of  honefty  in  bufinefs  ;  a  wife  in  her 
hufband's  misfortunes  j  and  a  true  friend  in  ex- 
treme neceifity.  We  find,  alas  !  our  dear  friend 
the  tortoife  is  in  a  fad  condition,  and  there- 
fore we  muft,  if  poflible,  fuccour  her.  It  is 
well  advifed,  replied  the  rat,  and  now  I  think 
on  it,  an  expedient  is  come  into  my  head.  Let 
^|ie  goat  go  and  fliew  herfelf  in  the  hunter's  eye, 
who  will  then  be  fure  to  lay  down  his  fack  to  run 
after  her.  Very  well  advifed,  replied  the  goat, 
I  v/il)  pretend  to  be  lame,  and  run  limping  at  a 
little  diflance  before  him,  which  will  encourage 
him  to  follow  me,  and  fo  draw  him  a  good  way 
from  his  fack,  which  will  give  the  rat  time  to 
fet  our  friend  at  liberty.  I'his  ftratagem  had 
fo  good  a  face,  that  it  was  foon  approved  by 
them  all,  and  immediately  the  goat  ran  halting 
before  the  hunter,  and  fcemed  to  be  fo  feeble 
and  faint,  that  the  hunter  thought  he  had  her 
fa<e  in  his  clutches ;  and  fo,  laying  down  his  fack, 
ran  afrer  the  goat  with  all  his  might.  That 
cunning  creature  fufl'ered  him  ever  and  anon  al- 
inolt'tocome  up  to  her,  and  then  led  him  another 
wild-goole  chacc,  till  in  (hort,  flic  had  fairly 
dtagged  him  oui  of  fight ;  which  the  rat  per- 
ceivingi  became  and  gnawed  the  firing  that  tied 
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the  Tack,  and  let  out  the  tortoifc,  who  went  and 
hid  herfelf  in  a  thick  bufh. 

At  length  the  hunter  tired  with  running  in 
vain  after  his  prey,  left  off  the  chace  and  return- 
ed to  his  fack  :  Here,  faid  he,  I  have  fomething 
fafe  however  J  thqu  art  not  quite  fo  fwift  of  foot 
as  this  plaguy  goat  j  and,  if  thou  wert,  art  too 
feft  here  to  find  the  way  to  make  thy  legs  of  any 
ufe  to  thee:  fo  faying  he  went  to  the  bag  ;  but 
there  miffing  the  tortoife  he  was  in  amaze,  and 
thought  himfelf  in  a  region  of  hobgoblins  and 
fpirits.  He  could  not  but  ftand  and  blefs  him- 
felf, that  a  goat  fhould  fres  herfelf  out  of  his 
nets,  and  by  and  by  run  hopping  before  him,  and 
make  a  fool  of  him;  and  that  in  the  mean  while 
a  tortoife,  a  poor  feeble  creature,  fhould  break 
tha  firing  of  a  fack,  and  make  its  efcape.  All 
tiiefe  conJiderations  ftruck  him  with  fuch  a  panic 
that  he  ran  home  as  if  a  thoufand  robin- 
good -fallows  or  raw-head  and  bloody- bonnes  had 
been  at  his  heels.  After  which  the  four  friends 
met  together  again,  congraralated  each  other  orj 
their  elcapes,  and  made  new  proteftations  of 
friendihip,  and  fv/ore  never  to  feparate  till  death 
parted  them. 
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C     H     A     P,        V. 

7%at  we  ought  always  to  diflrujl  our 
Enemies,    and  he,  if  pcjfible^  per* 
feBly   informed  oj  tvhatever  pajjes 
among  tbem, 

)fr^^"jt^E  are  now,  faid  DaHfcheUm,  moft 
^  W  V*  excellent  man  !  coa>e  to  the  fittli 
}b^  )^  chapter  j  which  is  to  prove,  that  no 
\fL^^J^  perfon  of  judgement  niid  difcrctiotv- 
ought  to  hope  for  friendihip  from  his  enemies* 
Te<?ch  me  iherelore^  moft  venerable  iage,  Ance 
I  Oiuft  never  expert  good  offices  lium  them, 
which  way  to  avoid  their  treafons»  We  ought^ 
replied  the  bramin,  always  to  difJruft  our  enemies  j.« 
when  they  maice  a  fnow  of  friendlhip,  it  is  only 
to  cover  their  evil  defigns.  Whoever  confides  in 
an  enemy,  believe  me,  will  be  deceived,  like  the 
owl  in  the  fable  which  I  am  going  to  recite  to  your 
majefty. 
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F  A  B  L  E    I. 
Tbi   Ravens   (tftd  the  Owl  s. 

IN  the  north-weft  parts  of  Zamardot*,  conti- 
nued Pilpay,  there  is  a  mountain  whofe  top 
reaches  above  the  clouds  j  and  near  the  top  of  this 
mountain  there  once  flood  a  tree  whofe  boughs 
feemed  to  reach  heaven  ;  and  thefe  beughs  were 
all  laden  with  the  nefts  of  a  v^ft  number  of  ravens, 
who  were  all  the  fubjeas  of  a  king  called  Birouz. 
One  night  the  king  of  the  owls,  who  was  cal- 
led Chahahang^  that  is  to  fiy,  jiy  by  nighty  came 
at  the  head  of  his  army  (for,  the  birds  of  that 
nation  are  all  under  the  government  of  their 
particular  monarchs)  to  plunder  the  ravens  nei^s, 
againft  whom  he  had  an  ancient  hatred.  That 
night  hov/ever  they  could  do  no  more  than  make 
preparations  for  their  intended  entcrprize,  and  by 
the  vile  noife  of  their  fcreams  defy  the  enemy. 
The  next  day  Birouz  called  a  council,  to  deli- 
berate what  means  th  y  fhould  make  ufe  of  to  de- 
fend the:i=<elves  from  the  alTaults  of  the  owls. 
On  -/hich  five  o''  ,!he  ableft  politicians  of  his 
cour:,un-derftr.ndiighism;.jefty's  intentions,  gave 
thei;  avice  .ne  ^iter  another  in  the  following 
words.  Great  monarch,  faid  the  firfi-,  we  can 
think  r  f  nothing  but  what  yuur  raajeily  has  un- 
queftiunablv  already  the u.^ht  of  before  us.  Ne- 
vertaelefs,^  fince  it  is  your  pleafi;re  that  we 
fhould  rpeak  u-.  order  what  we  j  udge  moil  expedient 

•  Zamardot  is  accounted  the  moft  mountaincus 
country  of  ali  the  ealt. 
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to  revenge  ourfelvcs  upon  the  owls,  I  fhall  onl^ 
prefume  to  obferve  to  your  majefty,  that  our  beft 
politicians  have  always  held  for  a  maxim,  that  no 
i  prince  ought  ever  to  attack  an  enemy  Wronger 
than  himfelf :    to  do  otherwife,    is  to  build  upon 
the  current  of  a  fwifc  river.     Sir,    faid  the  fe- 
cond,    all  I  have  to  fay,  is,   that  flight  becomes 
none  but  mean  and  cowardly  fouls  :    it  is  more 
noble  to  take  arms  and  revenge  the  affront  we 
have  received  than  tamely  to  bear  it,    were  we 
fure  it  would  be  no  worfe,     A  prince  can  never 
be  at  reft,    if  he  does  not  carry  terror  into  the 
country  and  into  the  foul  of  his  enemy.     When 
he  had  done  fpeaking,  the  third,  coming  to  give 
his  opinion,   faid,  I  do  not  blame  the  counfel  of 
my  brethren  who  have  already  fpoken ;  nor  do  I 
tliink  cither,  or  what  may  be  deduced  from  both, 
fufficient :    if  I  may  prefume  to  fpeak  freely,  my 
advice  is,    that  your  majefty  fend  fpies  to  dif- 
cover  the  ftrength  and  condition  of  the  enemy  j 
and,    according  to  the  tenor  of  their  reports,  let 
us  make  war  or  peace  :     it  is  the  duty  of  a  king 
to  preferve  peace  in  his  own  kingdom,    if  it  may 
be  done  without  great  difadvantages,    as  well  for 
the  repofc  of  his  own  mind  as  for  the  eafe  of  his 
fubjedts.     War,  we  all  know,  is  never  to  be  de- 
clared but  againft  thofe  that  difturb  the  public 
tranquillity  ;  and,  even' in  regard  to  fuch,  if  the 
enemy  be  too  powerful,    we  muft  have  recourfe 
to  artifice  and  ftratagem,    nnd  make  ufe  of  all 
opportunities  that  prcfcnt  themfelves  to  vanquifll 
him  by  cunning  and  policy.     When  this  politi- 
cian had  thus  given  in  his  opinion,    the  fourth 
took  his  turn,  and  laid  before  the  king,   That,  in 
bis  opinion,    it  was  better  for  a  prince  even  to 
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<jult  his  country  than  to  expafe  a  people  to  lofe 
the  reputation  of  their  arms,  who  had  always 
been  vi6lorious  over  their  eneaiies.  That  even 
though  it  fhould  be  found  that  the  enemies  were 
the  ftronger,  it  would  yet  be  a  (hame  for  the  ra- 
vens to  fubmit  themfelves  to  the  uwls,  who  had 
all  along  been  und^r  their  fubjeclionl  /\nd  final- 
ly, that  it  was  requifite  to  penetrate  their  J-figns, 
and  refolve  rather  to  fight  than  undergo  an  ig- 
nominious yoke,  fince  lofs  of  life  was  Icfs  to  be 
dreaded  than  lofs  of  reputation. 

The  king,  after  iie  had  heard  thefe  four  mi- 
nifters,  made  a  fignal  to  the  fifth  to  fpeak  in  his 
turn.  This  vizer,  or  miniftcr,  was  called  Car- 
chenas,  or  the  Intelligent.  And  the  i^ing,  who 
had  a  particular  confidence  in  him,  defired  liim 
to  tell  him  fincerely  what  he  tnought  was  beft  to 
be  done  in  this  afFair.  What  fay  you,  Carche- 
nas  ?  faid  the  monarch,  what  (hall  we  do?  iliall 
we  declare  war,  or  propound  peace,  or  abandon 
our  country  r  Sir,  replied  Carchenas,  fince  y6u 
order  me  to  fpeak  with  freedom,  my  opinion  is, 
that  we  ought  not  to  attack  the  owls,  for  this 
plain  reafon,  that  they  are  more  numerous  than 
we.  We  muft  make  ufe  of  prudence,  a  virtue 
that  has  frequently  a  greater  fliare  in  fucceiles 
than  either  flrength  or  riches.  But,  before  your 
majefty  take  your  final  refolution,  let  me  advife, 
that  you  conlult  your  minifters  once  more,  and 
give  them  an  opportunity  of  declaring  their  opi- 
nions a  fecond  time  ;  now  tnat  they  are  each  of 
them  acquainted  witn  what  is  to  be  faid  on  the 
other  fide,  their  councils  may  aiHil  you  to  bring 
about  your  defigns  with  fuccefs.  Great  rivers 
ar£  always  fwelled  by  many  rivulets.     For  my 
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part,  I  neither  love  war,  nor  am  for  bafe  and 
dattardly  fubmiflion.  It  is  not  for  men  of  ho- 
nour to  defire  that  they  may  have  long  Ufe,  but 
that  they  may  leave  to  poilerity  examples  of  vir- 
tue worthy  of  admiration  :  nor  ought  we  mean- 
ly to  take  care  of  our  lives  at  the  expence  of  our 
country's  fafety,  but  to  expofe  them  upon  all 
occafions  where  honour  calls  us,  confidering  it  is 
better  never  to  have  been  than  to  live  ignobly. 
Permit  me  to  add,  that  my  final  advice  is,  that 
your  majelly  (hew  not  the  leaft  fear  in  this  con- 
jun6turei  and  that  you  take  your  refolutions  in 
private  that  your  enemies  may  not  penetrate  into 
yotir  defigns. 

Here  one  of  the  other  minifters,  interrupting 
Carchenas,  faid,  with  fome  earneftnefs,  Howl 
what  mean  you  by  this  advice,  fo  different  from 
the  tenor  of  the  beginning  of  your  fpeech  ? 
Wherefore  are  councils  held  but  to  debate  among 
fcveral  ?  and  wherefore  would  you  have  an  affair 
of  this  confcquence  decided  in  a  private  man- 
ner ?  Affairs  of  princes,  replied  Carchenas,  arc 
not  like  thofe  of  merchants,  which  are  to  be 
communicated  to  the  whole  focicty :  and  thcrejs 
a  difference  between  hearing  the  advice  of  others 
and  communicating  our  defigns  to  them.  The 
fccrcts  of  kings  cannot  bedifcovered  but  bv  their 
counfellors  cr  ambafTadors.  And  who  knows 
but  there  may  be  fpies  in  this  very  place  who  hear 
\is,  with  art  intent  to  difclofc  our  refolutions  to 
our  enemies,  who  upon  their  report  will  prevent 
©ur  cnterpri^es,  or  at  leafl  diforder  our  determi- 
nations ?  Wife  men  fav,  that  if  you  will  have 
a  fecret,  take  care  to  keep  it  a  fecret  from  all 
the  world,    not  only  from  enemies   but  from 

friends. 


(     193.   ) 

friends.  And  let  me  tell  you,  fir,  thst  monarch, 
who  does  not  obfervc  this  rule,  will  run  the 
hazard  of-  being  betrayed,  as  was  the  king  of 
Quechemir.  Upon  this  Birouz,  who  was  very 
curious,  commanded  Carchenas  to  tell  him  the 
hiftory. 


F  A  B  L  E    II. 
^he  King  and  bis  Mistress. 

IN  the  city  of  Qaechemir  there  once  reigned  a 
king  no  lefs  juil:  than  powerful,    who  had  a 
miftrels  fo  furpafiingly  beautiful,  that  all  perfons 
that  beheld  her  were  in  love  with  her.      The 
king  himfelf  doated  on  her  to  that  degree,  that  he 
would  never  be  out  of  her  company  :    but  fuch 
was  the  misfortune  of  their  deftiny,  that  flie  was 
far  from  loving  the  king  fo  dearly  as  (he  was  be- 
loved by  him.     The  afFeflion  of  the  king,    in 
fhort,  flattered  her  vanity,  but  never  touched  her 
heart ;    which  being  always  made,    however,  to 
harbour  fome  particular  amour  or  other,  Ihe  once 
fufFered  herfelf  to  be   poflefled  with  a   violent 
paflion  for  a  page,    who  was  handfome  and  well 
proportioned,  even  to  admiration.     She  foon  in- 
formed him  by  her  glances  what  fentiments  flic 
had  for  him,    and  the  ogling  youth  as  foon  in- 
ftru<fted  her  that  fhe  could  not  apply  herlelf  to  % 
^oung  fpark  that  was  more  inclined  to  make  his 
advantage  of  fo  fair  a  fortune.     In  {hort,   there 
wanted  nothing  but  an  opportunity  to  get  toge- 
ther in  private. 
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In  the  mldft  of  this  expedlation  of  happinds, 
■\t  happened,  however,   that  one  day,  as  the  king 
was  fitting  with  his  miftrefs,^  ^"d  gazing  dn  her 
with  delight,j,jthe  page,  who  was  ftanding  in  the 
fame  chamber,    caft  his  eyes  from  time   to  time 
upon  the  charming  lady ;  while  (he,  on  the  other 
hand,    fixed  hers  upon  the  page,    with  an  air  fo 
paflionate,  that  the  king  plainly  perceived  it.     He 
underftood  but  too  well  that  filent  language,  and 
•was  fo  enraged  with  jealoufy  and  diftra£lionj  that 
he  immediately  refolved  to  put  them  bothto  death. 
However,  difi'embling  hisdefign,  becaufe  he  would 
jiot  ac^  with  too  much  precipitation,  he  re-enter- 
ed his  apartment,    where  he  fpent  the  night  in 
miferable   uneafinefs  and   difquiet.      The   next 
morning,  as  foon  as  he  arofe,  he  heard  the  com- 
plaints of  his  fubje61s,    as  v/as  his  ufual  cuftom  ; 
and,  after  he  had  given  fatisfaftion  to  his  people, 
entered  into  his  cabinet  in  great  diforder  of  mind, 
and  thither  fent  for  his  chief  minifler,  and  difco- 
vered  to  him  his  defign  to  poifon  both  his  miftrefs 
and  the  page.     The  vizir,  having  heard  his  rea- 
fons,  told  him,  that  hecoulJ  not  but  approve  them, 
and  promifed  to  keep  the  fccret.     Fiom  his  maf- 
ter's  clo.'et  he  immediately  went  home ;    where 
finding  his  daughter  extremely  penfive,  he  afked 
the  reafon.     Father,  faid  Ihe,  the  king's  favourite 
miftrefs  has  publicly  affronted  me  j  i  am  diftracSl- 
cd  at  it ;  and,  if  I  do  not  revenge  myfelf,  it  is  not 
for  want  of  good  will.     Comfort  yourfelf,  replied 
the  minifter,    take  my  word  for  it  you  will  foon 
be  delivered  from  your  pain. 

Now,  as  the  women  are  naturally  very  curious, 
the  daughter,  from  this  hint,  continually  prefled 
her  tkthcr  to  know  after  what  pjanncr  flic  fhould 
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be  revenged  on  her  enemy;  and  he  wa?  at  length 
fo  weak  as  to  reveal  to  her  the  king's  defign.     ft 
is  true,    {he  fworc  not  to  difcover  it.     But,  an 
hour  or  two  after,    the  king's  n^refs's  eunuch 
coming  to  vifit  the  minifter's  daughter,  with  an 
intention  to  comfort  her,    and  extenuate  the  af- 
front flie  had  received ;  and,  to  that  purpofe,  tel- 
ling her,  that  we  ought  to  bear  with  our  neigh- 
bour's faults  :    Ay,  ay,  faid  the  lady,  interrupt- 
ing him,    with  a  difdainful  fmile,   let  her  alone, 
(he  has  not  long  to  play  her  proud  pranks.     Upon 
which  the  eunuch  prefled  her  fo  earneftly  to  ex- 
plain her  meaning,  that  (he  could  hold  no  longer, 
but  told  him  every  word  that  her  father  had  faid 
to  her,  after  (he  had  made  him  alfo  fwear  that  he 
would  inviolably  keep  the  fecret.     The  eunuch, 
however,   did  not  think  an  oath  of  that  kind  very 
binding;  and,  in  ihort,  he  nofooner  left  her,  but 
believino:  himfe'f  much  more  obliged  to  break 
than  to  keep  his  proteftations  of  fecrecy,  he  went 
to  the  king's  miftrefs,    and  revealed   to  her  the 
violent  refolution  which   the  king   had   taken. 
There  needed  no  more  than  the  knowledge  of 
"the  intent  of  the  king,    you  may  be  fure,  to  in- 
cenfe  the  lady  to  try  ail  ways  to  prevent  and  to 
be  revenged  on  him.     In  Ihort,    {he  fent  away 
privately  for  the  page,  with  whom  fne  took  fuch 
meafure?,    that  the  king  was  found  next  morn- 
ing dead  in  his  bed. 

You  fee  by  this  (lory,  continued  Carchenas, 
that  princes  are  not  to  difcm'er  their  fecrcts  to 
any,  at  leaft  not  to  any  but  thofe  of  whofe  dif- 
crction  and  fidelity  they  have  had  conftant  and 
afi'ured  proofs.  Ept  of  what  nature  arc  the  fc- 
K  2  crcts. 
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,-crets,  faid  Birouz,  which  it  moft  of  all  coacems 
,us  to  conceal  ?  Sir,  anfwered  Carchenas,  there  arc 
jnany  kinds  of  fecrets;  fome  are  of  fuch  a  na- 
ture, that  princes  are  not  tocntruft  any  body  but 
jthemfclves  with  them;  that  is  to  fay,  they  ought 
to  keep  them  fo  concealed  that  nobody  may  be 
able,  from  any  thing  they  fee,  even  to  make  the 
.leaft  guefs  at  them  :  and  others  there  are,  which 
though  they  ought  to  be  kept  moit  facredly  from 
the  general  knowledge,  yet  they  may  be  commu^ 
^icated  to  faithful  minifters  for  their  advice  and 
council. 

Birouz  finding  that  Carchenas  fpoke  nothing 
.but  reafon,  withdrew  from  the  reft  of  the  council, 
and  (hut  himfelf  up  with  him  in  his  cabinet ;  and, 
•before  he  difcourfed  atlarge  concerning  the  bufi- 
Ziefs  in  queftion,  he  defired  him  to  tell  him  the 
.fatal  original  of  the  deadly  and  hereditary  hatred 
betwen  the  ravens  and  the  owls.  Sir,  anfwered 
Carchenas,  a  few  v/ords  alone  produced  that  cruel 
animofity,  the  terrible  efFefts  of  which  you  have 
,fo  oft  experienced.     The  flory  at  large  is  this. 


FABLE    IIJ. 

^be  original  of  the  hatred  between  the . 
KAVEUSatJii  the  Owls. 

IT  once  happened  that,  in  the  neighbouihood  of 
this  our  delightful  habitation,  a  flight  of  bird$ 
aflemblcd  to  choofe  themfelves  a  king ;  and  every 
differei  t  fpecies  amqng  them  put  in  his  pretenfi- 
ons  to  the  crown.  At  length,  however,  there  w^re 
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l^vefal  that  gave  their  voices  for  the  owl,   be- 
ciuie  Minerva,  the  goddefs  of  v/ifdom,  had  made 
choice  of  the  owl  for  her  peculiar  bird :  but  a  vaft 
nuiTiber  of  others  being  ftrenuous  in  their  refo- 
kition  never  to  obey  fo  deformed  a  creature,  the 
diet  broke  up,    and  they  fell  one  upon  another 
with  fo  much  fury,  that  feveral  an  all  fides  were 
flain.     The  fight,  however,  probably  would  have 
kfted  longer  than  it  did,  had  not  a  certain  bird, 
in  order  to  part  them,  bethought  himfelf  of  crying 
out  to  the  combatants,    No   more  civil  wars  •. 
Why  do  you  fpill  one  another's  blood  in  vain  ?  here 
is  a  raven  coming,  let  us  all  agree  to  make  him 
our  jadgcand  arbitrator;  he  is  a  perfon  of  judge- 
ment,   and  whofe  years  have  gained  him  expe- 
rience.   The  birds  unanimotiflyconfentedto  this  ; 
and  when  the  raven  arrived,    and  had  informed 
himfelf  of  the  occafion  of  the  quarrel,    he  thus 
delivered  himfelf:    Are  you  fuch  fools  and  mad- 
men, gentlemen,  fays  he,  to  choofe  for  your  Icing 
a  bird,  that  draws  after  him  nothing  but  misfor- 
tune?  Will  you  fet  up  a  fly  inftead  of  a  griffin  ? 
Why  do  you  not  rather  ivake  choice  of  a  falcon, 
who  is  eminent  for  his  courage  and  agility :  or  elfe 
a  peacock,   "who  treads  with  a  majeftic  gait,  and 
carries  a  train  of  ftarry  eyes  on  his  tail  ?  why  do 
you  not  ratner  raife  an  eagle  to  the  throne,  who 
is  the  emblem  of  royalty  ?    or,    hilly,   a  griffin, 
who,  only  by  the  motion  and  noife  of  his  wings 
makes  the  mountains  tremble?  But,  though  there 
were  no  fuch  birds  as  thefe  that  1  have  named  in 
the  world,    furely  it  were  better  for  you  to  live 
without  a  king  than  fubject  yourfelves  to   fuch 
a  horrid  creature  as  an  owl !  for,  though  he  has  the 
phyfiognomy  of  a  cat,    he  has  no  wit  j  and  what 
K  3  IS 
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is  yet  more  Infupportable,  notwithftanding  that  he 
is  i'o  abominably  ugly,  he  is  as  proud  as  a  fine  la- 
dy at  a  public  feafl;  and  what  ought,  if  poiTible, 
to  render  him  yet  more  dcfpicable  in  our  eyes, 
he  hates  the  hght  of  that  magnificent  body  that 
enlivens  all  nature.  Therefore,  gentlemen, 
lay  afide  a  dengn  fo  prejudicial  to  your  honour, 
proceed  to  the  ele6lion  of  another  king,  and  do 
nothing  that  you  may  be  fure  to  repent  of  af- 
terwards. Choofe  a  king  that  may  comfort  you 
in  your  diftrefTes,  and  remember  the  fiory  of  the 
rabbit,  who,  calling  himfelf  the  moon^s  ambaf- 
fador,  expelled  the  elephants  out  of  his  coun-  . 
try. 


FABLE     IV. 

^be  Elephants  and  the  Rabbi  ts. 

THERE  happened  once,  continued  the  ra- 
ven, a  moll  dreadful  year  of  drought  in 
tlie  elephants  country,  called  the  IJJes  of  Rad^  or 
of  the  fVtndj  infomuch  that,    prefled  by  extreme 
thirft,   and  not  being  able  to  come  at  any  water, 
the   Whole  body  of  the  nation  at  length  publicly 
addrefled  thomfelves  to  their  ki^ig,  befeeching  hiai 
to  apply  fome  remedy  to  their  nufcry,    that  they 
might  not  perifli,    or  to  deflroy  them  all  at  once 
i-atner  than  let  them  endure  a  life  of  fo  much  mi- 
Icry.     The  king,  upon  this  pafTionate  applicati- 
on, commanded  diligent  fcarcii  to  be  made  in  all 
piaccs  in  the  neighbourhood,  or  at  any  rcafonable 
tliltance:    and  at  length    there  was  difcovered  a 
fpring  of  ffateii  to  "which  the  ancic;its  had  given 

the 
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tiie  name  of  Chafchmamah,  or  the  Fountain  of  the 
Moan.  Immediately  on  this  moff  happy  difco- 
very,  the  king  came  and  encamped  with  his- 
whole  army  in  the  parts  adjoining  to  this  foun- 
tain :  but,  as  misfortune  would  have  it,  the  co- 
ming of  the  elephants  ruined 'a  great  number  of 
rabbits  that  had  a  warren  in  the  fame  place,  be- 
caufe  the  elephants,  every  ftep  they  took,  trod 
down  their  burroughs,  and  killed  the  poor  crea- 
tures young  ones. 

The  rabbits,  on  thispubfic  calamity,  aflembled 
together,  went  to  their  king,  and  befought  him  to 
deliver  them  from  this  terrible  oppreffion.  I  know 
very  well,  anfwered  the  king,  that  I  fit  upon  the 
throne  only  for  the  welfare  and  eafe  of  my.fub- 
'  jecSts ;  but,  alas  !  you  now  afk  me  a  thing  that  far 
furpaflethmyftrength.  Upon  this  one  rabbit,  more 
cunning  than  the  reft,  perceiving  the  king  at  a 
lofs,  yet  very  much  moved  v/ith  the  affiidlion  of 
his  people,  ftept  before  his  companions,  and  ad- 
dreiiinghimfelf  to  the  king;  Sir,  faid  he,  your 
majefty  thinks  like  a  juft  and  generous  prince  ; 
while  the  care  of  our  tranquillity  difturbs  your 
reft,  and  while  you  afford  us  the  freedom  to 
give  our  advice,  it  makes  me  bold  to  impart  to 
your  majefty  an  invention,  lately  come  into  my 
head,  to  drive  thofe  terrible  deftroyers,  the 
elephants,  out  of  this  country.  Permit  me  only, 
continued  the  rabbit,  that  I  may  go  with  the 
character  of  your  ambaflador  to  the  king  of  the 
elephants,  and  doubt  not  but  I  will  fend  all  thefe 
ftrangers  awayfafter  than  they  came;  neither  need 
your  majefty  to  fear  that  I  Ihall  make  any  impro- 
per fubmiffions  to  them  ;  if  any  thought  of  that 
kind  in  the  leaft  difturbs  your  majefty's  breaft,  I 
K  4  am 


(      200      ) 

am  willing  that  your  majefty  Chould  appoint  me 
a  companjon,  who  may,  at  any  tinie,  return  to 
you,  and  acquaint  you  with  all  that  pafles  in  my 
embafly. 

No,  replied  the  king,  very  obligingly,  go  alone 
and  profper  j  I  will  have  no  fptes  upon  thy  adli* 
ons,  for,  I  believe  thee  faithful;  go, in  the  name 
of  heaven,  and  do  what  thou  fhalt  deem  mofi  con- 
venient; only  take  care  that  you  always  remem- 
ber that  an  ambaffador  >s  the  king's  tongue ;  his 
difcourfes  therefore  ought  to  be  well  weighed, 
and  his  words  and  his  behaviour  noble,  and  fuch 
as  would  fuit  the  prince  himfelf,  whom  he  re- 
prefents.  The  mod  learned  in  the  kingdom 
ought  always  to  be  made  choice  of  for  ambafla- 
dors  :  nay,  I  have  heard  that  one  of  the  greateft 
monarchs  in  the  world  was  wont  frequently  to 
difguife  himfelf,  and  become  his  own  ambaffador. 
Indeed,  for  the  honourable  and  proper  difcharge 
©f  that  employment,  the  three  neceffary  qualities 
are,  refoluiion,  eloquence,  and  a  vaft  extent  of 
natural  parts.  A  violent  fpirit,  letme  tell  you,  is 
not  fit  for  that  employment.  Several  ambaffadors, 
by  a  rafli  word,  have  created  trouble  in  a 
peaceful  kingdom :  and  others,  with  a  mild  and 
agreeable  faying,  have  re-united  irreconcileablc 
enemies.  Sir,  faid  the  rabbit,  if  I  am  not  en- 
dowed with  thefe  good  qualities  your  majefty  has 
enumerated,  I  will  endeavour,  at  leaft,  to  make 
the  befl-  of  thofe  I  have ;  and  fhall  ever  remember 
this  lelfon  which  your  majefty  has  honoured  me 
with,  and  endeavour  to  adl  according  to  what 
your  majefty  has  fo  juftly  declared  to  be  the  duty 
of  one  in  fo  public  and  fo  honourable  an  cmploy- 
ment» 

Having 
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Having  fo  faid,  he  took  his  leave  of  the  king, 
and  went  immediately  forward  on  his  journey  to 
the  elephants.  Before  he  ventured  himfelf  among 
them,  however,  he  bethought  himfelf,  that,  if  he 
went  into  the  croud  that  ufually  attended  on  that 
king,  he  might  very  likdy  be  trod  to  pieces : 
for  which  reafon  he  got  upon  a  high  tree, 
whence  he  called  to  the  king  of  the  elephants, 
who  was  not  far  off,  and  addrefled  himfelf  in  the 
following  words :  I  am,  faid  he,  the  moon's  am- 
baffador  j  hear,  therefore,  with  reverence  and  at- 
tention, what  I  have  to  fay  to  you  in  her  name  : 
You,  who  in  all  ages  have  been  famous  for  your 
adorations  of  your  royal  miftrefs,  know  full  well, 
I  doubt  not,  that  the  moon  is  a  goddefs  whofe 
power  is  unlimited,  and,  that  above  all  things, 
fhe  hates  a  lie. 

The  king  of  the  elephant^  who  was  a  juft 
and  a  moll  pious  prftice,  trembled  when  he  heard 
the  rabbit  talk  of  thefe  things,  and  humbly  de- 
fired  to  know  the  fubje<^  of  his  embafiy.  The 
moon,  replied  the  rabbit,  has  fent  me  hither,  to 
let  you  underftand,  that  whoever  is  putFed  up  with 
his  own  grandeur,  and  defpifes  her  little  ones,  de- 
ferves  death  j  and  that  fhe  is  grieved  to  fee  that 
you  are  not  contented  only  to  opprefs  the  little 
ones,  our  peaceful  and  religious  nation,  but  you 
have  the  infolence  to  trouble  a  fountain  confe- 
crated  to  her  deity,  where  every  thing  is  pure. 
Reform  your  manners,  elfe  you  will  be  feverely 
punJihed.  And,  if  you  will  not  give  credit  to  my 
words,  come  and  fee  the  moon  in  her  own  foun- 
tain, and  then,  tremble  and  retire. 

The  king  of  the  elephants  was  inwardly  grieved 

and  ailonilbed  at  thefe  words,   and  went  to  the 
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fountain,  wherein  he  faw  the  moon  indeed,  be- 
caufe  the  water  was  clear,  and  the  moon  then 
fhone  very  brightly.  Then  faid  the  rabbit  to  the 
elephant,  you  fee  the  facred  deity ;  take  of  the 
water  to  walh  yourfelf,  and  pay  your  adorations. 
The  elephant  very  obediently  took  fome  of  the 
water,  but  puddled  the  fountain  with  his  trunk. 
At  which  the  rabbit ;  Infidel,  faid  he,  you  have 
prophaned  the  fountain  with  your  unhallowed 
touch  ;  and,  behold,  the  goddcfs  is  gone  away  in 
apaflioni  retire  hence,  therefore,  1  conjure  you, 
with  fpeed,  with  your  whole  army,  left  fome 
dreadful  misfortune  befal  you.  This  threat- 
ening language  put  the  king  of  the  elephants 
into  a  trembling,  and  terrified  him  to  that  de- 
gree, that  he  prefently  commanded  his  army  to 
<lecamp,  and  away  they  all  marched,  never  to  re- 
turn to  the  facred  fountain  of  the  moon  again. 
And  thus  the  rabbits  were  delivered  from  their 
enemies  by  the  policy  of  one  of  their  fociety. 

I  have  only  recited  this  example,  continued  the 
raven,  to  inftruct  you,  that  you  ought  to  make 
choice  of  a  prudent  and  politic  bird  for  your 
fovereign,  fince  by  it  you  fee,  that  art  and  ad- 
drefs,  even  in  the  reprefentative  of  a  king  only, 
can  do  more  than  force  in  many  cafes,  though  the 
king  himfelf  and  his  whole  army  engaged  in  the 
enterprife.  Choofe,  therefore,  one  for  your  king 
who  may  be  uble  to  affift  you  in  your  adverfities, 
and  not  an  owl,  who  has  neither  courage  nor 
wit.  Thefe  obfceno  birds  have  nothing  in  them 
but  malice,  which  will,  one  time  or  other,  believe 
me,  be  no  lefs  fataj  to  you  than  the  cat  once  was 
to  the  pariridge,  who  defircd  him  to  decide  a  dif- 
ference 
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fercnce  which  (he  had  with  another  bird.     The 
ftory  is  this. 


FABLE       V. 
The  CATGndthe  Two  Birds. 

SOME  years  ago,    continued  the  raven,    I 
made  my  neft  upon  a  tree,    at  the  foot  of 
which  there  frequently  fat  a  partridge,  a  fair  and 
comely  bird,    well-ihaped  and   good-humoured. 
Our  neighbouring  fituation  foon  brought  us  ac- 
quainted with  one  another ;    and,  after  a  Ihort 
knowledge  of  each  other's  talents  and  humour, 
we  made  a  league  of  friendihip  together,    aud 
almoft  continually  kept  one  another  company. 
Some  time  after  our  firfl:  entering  on  this  inti- 
macy one  with  another,  my  friend,  however,  ab- 
fented  herfelf,  for  what  reafbn  I  know  not,    and 
ftaid  away  fo  long,  that  I  thought  her  dead  ;  but 
my  thoughts  of  this  kind  were  erroneous ;  for,  file 
at  length  returned,  but  had  the  misfortune  to  find 
her  habitation  in  poffeiTion  of  another  bird.     The 
partridge  pretended   the  houfe   was   hers,    and 
would  have  made  a  forcible  entry ;    but  the  bird 
refufed  to  go  out,  alleging  that  pofTeffion  was  the 
flrongeft  tenure   of  the  law.      I    endeavoured 
foon  after  this  to  bring  them  to  an  accommoda- 
tion ;  but  all  to  no  purpofe  ;    for,  the  partridge's 
attorney,  finding  (he  had  money,    urged  her  on, 
and  tickled  her  cars  with  a  leafe  of  ejectnient. 
However,  at  length,  the  partridge,  finding  the  law 
to  be  very  tedious  and  very  expenfive,  faidoneday 
to  herielf,  here  lives  hard  by,  1  remember,  a  very 
K  6  devout 
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devout  cat ;  {he  fafts  every  day,  does  nobody 
harm,  and  fpends  the  nights  in  prayer ;  let  us, 
in  (hort,  laid  fhe  to  her  adverfary,  diftradt  our 
brains  and  empty  our  purfes  no  more  about  law, 
but  refer  our  difference  to  her :  I  know  not  where 
we  fhail  find  a  m'ore  equitabte  judge.  The  other 
bird  having  confented  t©  this  propofal,  they  went 
both  to  this  reUgious  cat,  and  I  followed  them 
out  of  curiofity^  Entering,  I  faw  the  cat  very 
attentive  at  a  long  prayer,  without  turning  e4ther 
to  the  right  or  left,  which  put  me  in  mind  of 
the  old  proverb,  that,  long  prayer  before  people  is 
the  key  of  hell.  I  admired  the  fober  hypocrify, 
and  had  the  patience  to  ftay  till  the,  venerable 
perfonage  had  done.  After  which  the  partridge 
and  his  antagonift  accofled  him  with  great  re- 
fpeft,  and  requefted  him  to  hear  their  difference, 
and  give  judgement  according  to  the  ufual  rules 
of  juflice.  The  cat,  in  his  fur-gown,  acting  the 
part  of  a  grave  and  formal  judge,  firft  heard  what 
the  ftranger-birdhad  to  plead  for  itfelf,  and  then 
addreffing  himfelf  to  the  partridge,  my  pretty 
loVe,  faid  he,  come  you  now  to  me  and  let  me 
hear  your  flory  ;  but,  as  I  am  old  and  thick  of 
hearing,  pray  come  near  and  lift  up  your  voice, 
that  I  may  not  lofe  a  word  of  what  you  fay.  The 
partridge  ajid  the  other  bird,  on  this,  feeing  him  fo 
devout  and  fandtified,  both  went  boldly  clofe  up 
to  him  i  but  then  the  hypocrite  difcovered  the 
bottom  of  his  fan(Slity ;  for,  he  immediately 
fell  upon  them,  and,  in  fhort,  devoured  them 
both. 

You  fee  by  thts  example,  continued  he,  that 
deceitful  people  are  never  to  be  truftcd :  and  my 
kferenec  from  all  this  is,  have  you  a  care  of  the 
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ewl,  who  is  in  truth  no  better  thanthe  cat.  The 
birds,  convinced  that  the  raven  fpoke  nothing  but 
what  was  realbn,  never  minded  the  owl  any 
more ;  and,  upon  this,  the  owl  went  home,  medi- 
tating how  to  be  revenged  upon  the  raven,  a- 
gainll  whom  he  conceived  fuch  a  mortal  hatred, 
that  time  could  never  extinguifli  it. 

This,  fir,  proceeded  Carchenas,  is  the  true 
reafon  of  the  perpetual  enmity  between  us  and 
the  owls.  I  thank  you,  vizir,  for  this  ftory,. 
replied  the  monarch  ;  and  now  let  us  coni.der 
what  meafures  we  muft:  take  to  preferve  the  peaco' 
of  my  fubje6b,  and  revenge  the  affront  1  have 
received.  To  which  Carchenas,  making  a  low 
reverence,  replied.  Sir,  permit  me  to  fpeak  my 
mind  freely,  and  inform  your  majefty,  that  I 
am  not  of  the  fame  opinion  with  your  other  mi- 
nifters,  who  advife  either  war,  or  flight,  or  an 
ignominious  peaces  I  difTent  from  all,  and  would 
only  recommend  to  your  majefty  to  take  at  pre- 
fent  no  abfolute  refolution  at  all,  but  to  follow 
cautioufly  this  excellent  maxim.  That,  whea 
we  want  ftreugth,  we  muft  have  recourfe  to  ar- 
tifice and  ftratagem,  and  endeavour  to  deceive 
the  enemy,  by  feigning  one  thing  and  doing 
another.  The  advantage  of  this  way  of  pro- 
ceeding, in  things  of  this  kind,  we  may  fee  by 
the  fc^owing  example. 
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FABLE     VI. 

1'be  Drrvise  and  the  Four  Robbers.- 

ADervifehad  once  made  a  purchafe  of  a  fine 
Lt  iheep,  with  intent  to  offer  it  up  in  fa- 
crifice;  and,  having  tied  a  chord  about  the  neck 
of  it,  was  leading  it  to  his  habitation.;  but,  as  he 
led  it  along,  four  thieves  perceived  him,  and  Had' 
a  great  mind  to  ileal  his  facriiice  for  lefs  holy 
ufes.     They  dared  not,    however,    take  it  aviray 
from  the  dervife  by  force,  becaufe  they  were  toa 
;iear  the  city,    therefore  they  made   ufe  of  this 
ftratagem;    they  firll  parted  company,  and  then 
accofted  the  dervife,    whom  they  knew  to  be  an 
honelt  and  inoffenfive  man,  and  one  who  thought 
of  no  more  harm  in  others  than  he  had   in  him- 
felf,  as  if  they  had  come  from  fcveraldiftinil  parts. 
Said  the  firft  of  them,  who  had  contrived  to  meet 
him  full-face,    Father,    whither  are  you  leading 
this  dog?    At  this  inftant  the  fccond  coming 
from  another  quarter,    cried  to  him.  Venerable 
old  gentleman,  I  hope  you  have  not  fo  far  forgot 
yourfelf  as  to  have  ftolen  this  dog.     And  imme- 
diately after  him  the  third  coming  up  and  afkrng 
him^    Whither  he  would  go   courfing  with  that 
handfome  grey-hound  ?    the  poor  dervife  began 
to  doubt  whether  the  {hccp,  which  he  had,  was  a 
llieep  or  not.     But  the  fourth  robber  put  him 
quite  befide  himfclf,   coming  up  at  that  inftant, 
and  faying  to  him,  Hr.iy,     reverend  father,  what 
did  this  dog  cqft  you  ?    The  dervife,    on  this, 
abfolutely  perfuadcd  that  four  men,  coming  from 
four  f?veral  places,   could  not  a^l  be  deceived,. 

verily 
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verily  believed  that  the  grafier  who  had  fold  him 
the  fhcep  was  a  conjurer,  and  had  bewitched  his 
fight ;  infomuch  that,  no  longer  giving  credit  to 
his  own  eyes,  he  began  to  be  firmly  convinced 
that  the  (heep  he  was  leading  was  a  dog  ;  and, 
immediately,  in  full  perfuafion  of^t,  went  back 
to  the  market  to  demand  his  money  of  the  gra- 
fier,  leaving  the  wether  with  the  felons,  who 
carried  it  away. 

Sir,  faid  Carchenas,  your  rr>ajefty  fees,  by  this 
example,  that  what  cannot  be  done  by  force 
muft  be  atchievcd  by  policy.  You  advife  me 
well,  faid  the  king ;  but  now  tell  me  by  what  in- 
vention fhall  we  revenge  ourfelves  on  the  owls  ? 
Rely  upon  me,  replied  Carchenas,  to  take  care  of 
your  majefty's  revenge,  and  fufFer  me  to  facri- 
fice  my  own  private  eafe  to  the  public  good. 
Only  order  my  feathers  to  be  pulled  off,  and 
leave  me  all  over  bloody  under  this  tree,  and 
doubt  not  but  I  will  do  you  an  acceptable  fervice. 
It  was  no  fmall  grief  to  Birouz  to  give  out  fuch 
a  cruel  order  in  regard  to  this  excellent  mi- 
nifter,  however,  at  his  own  incellant  entreaties, 
the  thing  at  length  was  done,  and  the  king 
marched  away  wiL^i  bis  armylo  wait  for  Carche- 
nas in  a  place  where  that  vizir  had  appointed  him. 
In  the  mean  time  night  came,  and  the  owls, 
puffed  up  v/ith  the  fuccefs  of  their  infolence  the 
night  before,  returned,  intending  now,  by  a 
r  bloody  battle,  at  once  to  complete  the  deflruc- 
tidn  of  the  ravens.  But  they  were  amazed  when 
they  milled  the  enemy,  whom  they  intended  to 
have  furprifed.  They  fought  for  the  raven's 
army  diligently  from  every  corner,    and  in  their 
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frarches  they  heard  a  voice  of  grevous  lament??- 
tion,  which  was  the  voice  of  Carchenas  who 
was  lamenting  at  the  foot  of  a  tree.  Tiie  king 
of  the  owls  on  this  immediately  approached  him, 
and  examined  him  concerning  his  birth,  and  the 
employment  he  had  in  Birouz's  court  ?  Alos  ! 
replied  Carehenas,  the  condition  in  which  you  fee 
me  fuffiCiently  (hews  you  my  inability  to  give 
you  the  account  which  you  demand.  I  have  not 
flrength,  alasl  to  repeat  it.  What  crime  did 
you  commit  then,  replied  Chababang,  to  deferve 
this  hard  ufage  ?  No  crime,  O  mighty  mo- 
narch! replied  Carchenas;  but  the  wicked  ravens, 
Hpon  a  flight  fufpicion  only,  have  ufcd  me  thus. 
After  our  army,  continued  he,  was  thrown  into 
terror  and  affright  laft  night  by  your  bold  defi- 
ance, king  Birouz  called  a  council,  to  feek  out 
ways  to  be  revenged  of  fo  heinous  an  affront : 
and,  after  he  had  heard  the  various  opinions  of 
fome  of  his  miniflers,  he  commanded  me  to  fpeak 
mine:  at  which  tin  e  I  laid  before  him,  that  you 
were  not  only  fuperior  in  number,  but  better  dif- 
ciplined,  and  more  valiant  than  we  weie  ;  niul  by 
confcquence  that  it  was  neceffary  for  us  to  defire 
peace,  and  to  accept  of  whatever  conditions  you 
v/ould  be  pleafed  to  grant  us.  This  fo  incenfed 
the  king  againft  me,  that,  in  a  violent  paflion. 
Traitor,  cried  he,  this  is  the  way  to  infufe  into 
my  army  a  fear  of^the  enemy,  by  exalting  theif 
ftrength  and  lefiening  mine;  and  with  that,  fuf- 
petSting  that  I  was  nicditating  to  feek  my  peacf 
with  your  majelty,  he  commanded  that  I  fhould 
be  ufed  as  you  fee. 

After  Carchenas  had  done  fpeaking,  the  king  of 
the  owls  afked  his  chief  miniller  what  was  to  be 
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«?one  with  him  ?  The  only  way,  fir,  anfwered 
the  minifter  is  to  put  him  out  of  his  pain,  and 
knock  him  on  the  head  ;  never  truft  his  fair 
ireeches,  for  1  do  not  believe  a  word  he  fays. 
Remember  the  old  proverb,  fir,  the  more  dead^ 
ths  fnver  enemies.  Carchenas,  on  this,  in  a  la- 
mentable tone,  cried  out,  I  befeech  you,  fir, 
add  not  to  my  affiiclion  by  your  threatening 
language. 

The  king  of  the  owls,  who  could  not  choofe 
but  companionate  Carchenas,  now  bid  the  fecond. 
minifter  fpeak ;  who  was  not  of  the  firft  vizir's 
opinion.  Sir,  faid  he,  I  would  not  advife  your 
majefty  to  put  this  perfon  to  death.  Kings  ought 
to  afiift  the  weak,  and  fuccour  thofe  that  throw 
tiiemfeives  into  their  prote£lion.  Befides,  conti- 
nued he,  fometimes  there  may  be  great  advan- 
tage made  of  an  enemy's  fervice,  according  to  the 
ftory  of  a  certain  merchant,  which,  with  pec-- 
miffion,  I  will  relate  to  your  majefty; 
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^he  Merchant,   his  \Y if e,    a?fd  the 
Robber. 

THERE  was  once,  continued  the  minifter,. 
a  certain  merchant,  very  rich,  but  home- 
ly, and  very  deformed  in  his  perfon,  who  had 
married  a  very  fair  and  virtuous  wife.  He  loved, 
her  paflionately  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  fhe 
hated  him  3  Infomuch  that,  not  bdng  able  to  en- 
dure 
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dure  Wm,   (he  lay  by  herfelf  in  a  feparate  bed  Iri 
the  fame  chamber. 

It  happened,  foon  after  they  were  married, 
that  a  thief  one  night  broke  into  the  houfc, 
and  came  into  the  chamber.  The  hufband  was 
at  this  timeaOeep;  but  the  wife,  being  awake, 
and  perceiving  the  thief,  was  in  fuch  a  terrible 
fright,  that  (he  ran  to  her  hufband,  and  caught 
him  faft  in  her  arms.  The  hufband,  waking,. 
■was  tranfported  with  joy  to  fee  the  delight  of  his 
life  clafping  him  in  her  embraces.  Blefs  me  ! 
cried  he,  to  v^hat  am  I  obliged  for  this  extraor- 
dinary happinefs  ?  I  v/ifh  I  kn-ew  the  perfon'to- 
whom  I  owe  it,  that  I  mightreturn  him  thanks. 
Hardly  had  he  uttered  the  words,  when  the  thief 
appeared,  and  he  foon  guefied  the  whole  occafion. 
Oh  !  cried  the  merchant,  the  moft  welcome 
perfon  in  the  world;  take  whatever  thou  thinkeflr 
fitting,  I  cannot  reward  thee  fufficicntly  for  the 
good  fervice  thou  haft  done  me. 

By  this  example  we  may  fee  that  our  enemjcs 
may  fometimes  be  ferviceable  to  us,  in  obtaining 
thofe  things  which  wc  have  fought  in  vain  to  en- 
joy by  thehelp  of  our  friends.  So  that,  fmce  this 
raven  may  prove  beneficial  to  us,,  we  ought,  I 
am  of  opmion,  to  preferve  his  life.. 

The  king,  on  this  minifter's  ending  hisfpeech, 
afked  a  third  what  he  thought ;  who  delivered  his 
opinion  in  thefe  words.  Sir,  faid  he,  fo  far 
from  putting  this  raven  to  death,  you  ought  to 
carefs  him,  and  engage  him  by  your  favours  to 
do  you  fome  important  fervice.  The  wife  al- 
ways endeavour  to  oblige  fome  of  their  enemies,' 
in  order  to  fet  up  a  fini^ion  againft  the  refl,    and 
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then  make  advantage  of  their  divifions.  TTie 
quarrel,  which  the  devil  once  had  wth  the  thief, 
v/as  the  reafon  that  neither  the  one  nor  the  other 
could  hurt  a  very  virtiious  dervifc,  according  to 
the  enfuing  fable. 


FABLE     Viri. 

97^/ DervisEj  tbeTniEF,  and  the  Devil, 

IN  the  parts  adjoining  to  Babylon,  continued 
the  third  miniller,  there  was  once  a  ce.-tain 
dervife,  who  lived  like  a  true  fervant  of  heaven  : 
he  fubfifted  only  upon  fuch  alms  as  he  received  j 
and,  as  for  other  things,  gave  himfePf  up  wholly  to 
pfovidence,  without  troubling  his  mind  with  the 
intrigues  of  this  world. 

One  of  the  friends  of  this  dervife,  one  day, 
fent  him  a  fat  ox  j  which  a  thief  feeing  as  it  was 
led  to  his  lodging,  refolved  to  have  it  whatever 
it  coft  him.  With  this  intent  he  fet  forward  for 
the  dervife's  habitation  ;  but,  as  he  went  on,  he 
met  the  devil  in  the  fhape  of  a  plain-drefled  man, 
and,  ff-ifpeiSting  by  his  countenance  that  he  was 
one  of  his  own  ftamp,  he  immediately  afked  him 
who  he  was  and  whither  he  was  eoina;  ?  The 
ftranger,  on  this,  made  a  fhort  anfvvcr  to  his 
demand,  faying,  I  am  the  devil,  who  have  ta- 
ken human  fhape  upon  me,  and  I  am  going  to 
this  ca\  e,  with  intent  to  kill  the  dervife  that  lives 
there  ;  becaufe  his  example  does  me  a  world  of 
mifchief,  by  making  feveral  wicked  people  turn 
honeft  and  good  men :  I  intend,  therefore,  to  put 
him  out  of  the  vVay,    and  then  hope  to  fucccetl 
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Sefter  in  my  bufmefs  than  I  have  done  of  latej 
elfe  I  afTure  jou  we  fhall  foon  want  people  in  my 
dominions.  Mr.  Satan,  ar.fwered  the  thief,  I 
am  your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant  j  I  aflure 
you  I  am  one  you  have  no  reafon  to  complain 
about,  for  I  am  a  notorious  robber,  and  am  go- 
ing to  the  fame  place  whither  you  are  bent,  to 
fteal  a  fat  ox,  that  was,  a  few  hours  ago,  given 
to  the  dervife  that  you  defign  to  kill.  My  good 
friend,  quoth  the  devil,  1  am  heartily  glad  I 
have  met  you,  and  rejoice  that  we  a'rp  both  of  the 
fame  humour,,  and  that  both  of  us  defign  to  do 
this  abominable  dervife  a  mifchief.  Go  on  and- 
profper,  continued  tho  devil,  and  know,  when^; 
you  rob  fuch  people  as  thefc,  you  do  me  a  doubly- 
acceptable  fervice^ 

In  the  midft  of  this  difcourfe  they  came  both: 
to  the  dervife's  habitation ;  night  was  already  , 
well  advanced  ;  and  the  good  man  had  faid  his 
ufual  prayers,  and  was  gone  to  bed.  And  now  the 
thief  and  the  devil  were  both  preparing  to  put 
their  defigns  in  execution  ;  when  the  thief  faid 
to  himfeU,  the  devil  in  going  to  kill  this  man 
will  certainly  make  him  cry  out,  and  raife  the 
neighbourhood,  which  will  hinder  me  from  fleal- 
ing  the  ox.  The  devil,  on  rhe  other  hand,, 
reafoned  with  himfelf  after  this  manner :  If  the 
thief  goes  to  (leal  the  ox  before  1  have  exe- 
cuted my  defign,  the  noifc  he  will  make  in 
breaking  open  the  door  will  awaken  the  dervife^ 
and  fet  him  on  his  guard.  I'herefore  faid  the 
devil  to  the  thief,  let  me  firft  kill  the  dervife, 
and  then  thou  mayett  fteal  the  ox  at  thy  own 
Icifure  ;  no,  faid  the  thief,  the  better  way  will 
be  for  you  to  ftay  till  1  have  ftolen  the  ox,   and 
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xiiea  do  you  murder  the  man.  But,  both  refu- 
fmg  to  give  way  the  one  to  the  other,  they  quar- 
relled lirll,  and  from  words  they  fell  to  down- 
right fifty-cuffs.  At  which  fport  the  devil  pro- 
ving the  fironger  of  the  two,  the  thief  called 
out  to  the  dervife.  Awake,  man,  arife,  here  is  the 
devil  come  to  murder  you.  And,  on  this,  the 
devil,  perceiving  himfelf  difcovered,  cried  out, 
Thieves,  thieves,  look  to  your  ox,  dervife.  The 
good  man,  quickly  waking  at  thenoifc,  called  in 
the  neighbours,  whofe  prefence  conftrained  the 
,thief  and  the  devil  to  betake  themfelves  to  their 
heels  :  and  the  poor  dervife  faved  both  his  life 
and  his  ox. 

The  chief  minifter,  having  heard  this  fable,  fal- 
ling into  a  very  great  palfiOiT,  faid  to  the  king, 
l.tllen  not,  O  iacred  fir,  1  befeech  you,  to  thelc 
idle  ftorics:  if  you  give  way  to  what  they  would 
infmuate,  believe  me,  you  will  fuffer  yourfelf  to 
be  deceived  by  this  raven,  not  lefs  than  the  join- 
er was  deceived  by  his  wife.  What  ;s  that  ftory  f 
replied  Chabahang,  go  on  and  relate  it  to  me. 


FABLE     IX. 

*rhe  Joiner   and  bis  Wife. 

IN  the  city  of  Guafchalla,  fir,  continued  the 
minifter  then,  there  once  lived  a  joiner,  who 
was  very  fkilful  in  his  art,  and  the  hufband  of  a 
wifefo  beautiful,  that  the  fun  feemed  to  borrow 
his  brightnefs  from  her  eyes  j  and  fhe  was  fo  paf- 
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fionatcly  beloved  by  her  hufband,  that  he  was  al- 
moft  out  of  his  wits  when  he  was  conftrained  to 
be  abfent  but  for  a  moment  from  her.  This  fine 
lady,  on  her  part,  was  fo  crafty,  that  fhe  had  found 
the  way  to  make  her  hufband  believe  fhe  loved 
him  as  dearly  as  h;  did  her,  and  had  no  pleafure 
but  in  his  company,  though  at  the  fame  time  ftic 
had  feveral  gallants  that  were  not  unacceptable  Co 
her.  Among  the  reft  ^icre  was  a  neighbour  of  hers, 
a  young  man,  well  ihaped,  and  with  a  good  fac 
who  had  won  her  affedlion  to  that  degree  that . 
fhe  began  to  care  for  none  of  the  reih  Upon 
which  they  became  fo  jealous  of  him,  that,  def- 
pairing  of  any  good  luck  for  themfelves,  in  re- 
venge, they  gave  the  jomer  notice  of  his  fami- 
liarity with  his  wife.  I'he  honeft  hufband,  how- 
ever, was  unwilling  to  believe  any  thing,  u|i- 
lefs  he  were  well  afilsrcd  ;  and,  therefore,  that 
he  might  be  certain  of  a  truth  which  he  was  yet 
afraid  to  know,  he  pretended  one  day  that  he 
was  to  go  a  fmall  journey  ;  and,  taking  fome  pro- 
vifions  with  him,  told  his  wife  that  it  was  true 
he  (hould  not  go  very  far,  but  his  bufinefs  he  was 
afraid  would  keep  him  out  two  or  three  days  i 
and,  that  .it  would  Jbe  a  great  trouble  to  him  to 
want  her  company  fo  lon^' ;  but  that  he  muft  en- 
deavour to  fupport  hii;i(elf  under  it  with  the 
thoughts  of  her  goodnefs.  His  wife  paid  him 
in  the  fame  coin,  beuioaning  the  tedioufnefs  of 
his  abfence,  and  flicdding  an  April  ftiower  of 
tears  rather  fpr  joy  than  grief.  The  lady  foon 
got  evciy  thing  ready  for  her  hufband 's  departure; 
and  he,  the  better  to  dilRmblc  the  matter,  bid 
her  be  furc  to  keep  the  doors  faft  for  fear  of 
thieves,     She,  on  the  other  fide,  promifcd  to  be 
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very  careful  of  every  thing,    and  ftill  put  on  *. 

,  .{how  of  the  deepeft  meLncholy,    for  grief  that 

,    he  was  to  leave  her.     Her  hufband's  back  was 

no  fooner  turned,  however,   but  flie  gave  notice 

"  to  her  gallant  to,  come  to  her,  who  kept  his  time 

-  to  a  minute  :     in  {hort,    he  was  there  before  the 

joiner  was  well  gone,    and  a  world  of  happinefe 

they werefondly promifmgthemfeive?.   But, while 

they  were  dallying  together,    the  joiner  returned 

home,    entered  without  being  feen,    and  clapt 

hJmfelf  into  a  corner  to  fee  how  things  went. 

The  galb-nt  now,  every  moment,  moft  eager- 
ly carelfed  his  miftrefs,  who  admitted  his  fond- 
neffes  with  delight.  In  fine,  they  fupped  to- 
gether, and  then  made  themfelves  ready  to  go 
,to  bed. 

The  joiner,   Who,  till  then,  had  (een  nothing 
.that  could  ^jerfectly  con vi rice  him  of  his  fliair.e, 
flo'e  foftly  toward  the  bed,    intending  to  take 
4:heni  in  the  a<Sl ;  but  his  wife,  having  now  luckiJy 
©bferved  him,  whifpered  her  lover  in  tlie  ear  that 
he  fhoulu  aflc  her  which  fhe  loved  beft,    him  or 
her  hufband,     Prefently  her  gallant,  with  a  loud 
voice,  Do  not  you  love  me,   my  dear,    cried  he, 
much  better  than  your  hufband  ?  Why  do  you  afk 
me  fo  foolifh  a  qucif  ion  ?    anfwered  the  wife  : 
know   ycu  not  that  women,    when   they  feem 
to  Ihew  any  friendfhip   to  any  oth'.r  man  but 
their  hufbantis,    only  do  it  to  fatisfy  their  plea- 
fure  ;    and,  when  thev  are  fatished,    nevtr  think 
of  their  pretended  lover  ir.ore  ?    fbr  my  part,  I 
affure  you  I  idolize  my  hulb^ind,    I  wear  hnn  al- 
ways in  my  heart  j  and,  in  my  opinion,    indeed, 
that  woman  is  unworthy  to  live,    that  loves  not 
jicr 'hufband  better  than  herfcif. 

Thefe 


(      2l6      ) 

Thefe  words  were  fome  kind  of  cordial  to  the 
joiner's  fpirits,  who  began  now  to  blame  himfelf 
for  the  bad  opinion  he  had  juft  before  entertained 
of  his  wife;  faying  to  himfelf,  the  fault  which 
file  now  commits  muft  be  imputed  to  my  ab- 
fence  and  the  frailty  of  her  fex :  the  chafleft 
perfon  in  the  world  fms  either  in  deed  or  inten- 
tion ;  and  therefore,  fmce  fhe  loves  me  fo  well,  I 
cannot  but  pardon  her  offence,  nor  will  I  be  fo 
cruel  to  deprive  her  of  a  moment  of  her  pleafure. 
After  he  had  made  thefe  reflections,  the  cour- 
teous fpoufe  retired  to  his  corner,  and  let  the 
two  lovers  wanton  together  all  the  reft  of  the 
night,  which  they  did  not  wi:hout  fome  fear 
on  the  lady's  fide,  who,  when  fhe  faw  no  more 
of  her  hufband,  thought  her  eyes  had  deceived 
her,  and  ventured  to  bed,  but  was  not,  however, 
without  fome  panics. 

After  a  night  thus  fpent,  the  lover,  early  in 
the  morning,  arofe  and  departed,  and  the  wife 
lay  in  bed  counterfeiting  herfelf  alleep.  When 
the  hufband,  going  to  bed  in  his  turn,  fell  to 
kifling  and  carefiing  her  ;  and  the  wife,  opening 
her  eyes  and  diflembling  aflonifhment.  Laud  I 
my  dear  heart,  faid  fhe  to  her  hufband,  how 
long  have  you  been  returned  ?  Why,  1  have  been 
returned  ever  fmce  laft  night,  replied  the  joiner, 
but  I  was  umvilUng  to  difturb  the  young  man 
that  lay  with  you,  bccaufe  1  perceived  that  you 
had  me  in  your  mind  all  the  while  you  received 
his  carefles,  which  you  would  never  have  ad- 
mitted but  that  you  thought  me  abfent.  Upon 
thefe  kind  words,  the  wife,  frankly  and  with  a 
feeming  opcnnefs  of  heart,  confefTed  her  fault, 
and  begged  him  never  to  be  abfent  >gain. 

This 


■  t- 
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This  exatr.ple  inftrucls  u?,  fir,  that  we  are 
not  to  be  lulled  afleep  with  fair  words.  Enemies, 
when  they  cannot  attain  their  ends  by  force, 
commonly  have  recourfe  to  artifices,  and  humble 
themfelves  to  deceive  us.  Here  Carchenas  cried 
out,  Oh  f  you  that  are  fo  zealous  fpr  my  death, 
why  do  you  not  put  an  end  at  once  to  my  days, 
but  talk  fo  many  things  to  no  purpofe  to  increafe 
my  mifery  ?  what  probability  is  there  of  per- 
fidicuinefs  in  a  perfon  fo  wounded  as  I  am? 
what  madman  would  fuffer  (b  much  tofment 
to  do  good  to  another  ?  It  is  in  that  very  thing, 
replied  tlic  vizir,  that  thy  fubtilty  confifts. 
The  fweetnefs  of  revenge,  which  thou  art  medita- 
tijig,  makes  thee  patiently  fwallow  the  bitternefs 
of  thy  pains.  Thou  wouldft  fain  maJre  thyfelf 
as  famous  as  the  monkey  that  facrificed  his  life  to 
<-he  fafety  of  his  country.     I  moft  humbly  entreat 

le  king  to  to  hear  the  ftory. 


FA  B  L  E     X. 

Jhe  Mou KEYS  and ibe  Bears. 

A     Great  number  of  q;ionkeys  once,  continued 

_±'X_  he,  lived  in  a  country  well  ftored  with  all 

manner  of  fruit,    and  very  delightful.     It  hap- 

;ned  one  day  a  bear  travelling  that  way  by  ac- 

ident,    and  confidering  the  beauty  of  the  reu- 

'sncc,  and  the  fweet  lives  the  raoniceys  led,   faid 

o  himfelf,    it  is  not  juft  or  reafonable  that  thefe 

I'ttle  animals  fhould  live  fo  happy,    while  I  am 

roiced  to  run  through  forefts  and  a^ountains  in 

L  fearch 
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'fearch  of  food.  Full  of  indignation  at  this  dif- 
ference of  fortune,  he  ran  immediately  among 
the  apes,  and  killed  fome  of  them  for  very  mad- 
nefs  :  but  they  all  fell  upon  him;  and,  in  regard 
they  were  very  numerous,  they  foon  made  him 
all  over  wounds,  fo  that  he  had  much  ado  to 
make  his  efcape. 

Thus  punifhed  for  his  raihnefs,  he  made  what 
>hafte  he  could  to  efcape,  and  at  length  recovered 
a  mountain  within  hearing  of  fome  of  his  com-u 
rades  ;  and  no  fooner  faw  himfelf  there,  but  he 
fet  up  a  loud  roaring,  that  a  great  number  of 
bears  immediately  came  about  him,  to  whom  he 
recounted  what  had  befallen  him.  When  they 
jiad  heard  the  flory  out,  inftead  of  the  emotions  he 
expe£led  to  have  found  in  them,  they  all  laughed  at 
him :  Thou  artamoft  wretched  coward,  cried  they, 
to  fufFer  tbyfelf  to  be  beaten  by  thofe  little  animals. 
This  is  true,  indeed,  replied  a  leading  bear,  but, 
however,  this  affront  is  not  to  be  endured ;  it  muft 
be  revenged  for  the  honour  of  our  nation.  Oa 
this  they  foon  concerted  proper  meafures  to  annoy 
the  enemy;  and,  towards  the  beginning  of  the 
night,  defcended  all  from  the  mountain,  and  fell 
pell-mell  uporrthe  monkeys,  who  were  dreaming 
of  nothing'lefs  than  of  fuch  an  invafion ;  in  (hort, 
they  were  all  retired  to  their  reft,  when  they  were 
furrounded  by  the  bears,  who  killed  a  great  num- 
ber, the  refl  efcaping  in  diforder.  After  this 
exploit,  the  bears  were  fo  taken  with  this  ha- 
bitation, that  they  made  choice  of  it  for  the  place 
of  their  own  fettled  abode.  They  fet  up,  for  their 
king,  the  bear  that  had  been  fo  ill  handled  by  the 
monkeys  i  and,  after  that,  fell  to  banquet  upon  the 

provifions 
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jirbvifions  which  the  monkeys  had  heaped  to- 
gether in  their  magazines, 

1  he  next  morning,  by  break  of  the  day, "  the 
king  of  the  monkeys  (who  knew  nothing  of  this 
fatal  calamity,  for  he  had  been  hunting  for  two 
days  together)  met  feveral  monkeys  maimed,  who 
gave  him  an  account  of  what  had  pafled  the  day 
before^  The  king,  when  he  heard  the  doleful 
news,  immediately  bey;an  to  weep  and  lament 
the  vafl  treafure  he  had  loll,  accufmg  heaven  of 
injullice,  and  fortune  of  inconftancy.  Inthe  midil 
©fall  his  indignation  and  forrow,  his  fubje£ls  alio 
jsreiled  him  to  take  his  revenge  -,  fo  that  the  poor 
king  knev/  not  which  way  to  turn  himfelf.  Now, 
among  the  monkeys,  that  at  that  time  attended^^  on 
this  monarch,  there  was  one  called  Marmon,  who 
was  one  of  the  moft  crafty  and  moft  learned  in  the 
court,  and  was  the  king's'chief  favourite.  This 
poor  creature,  feeing  his  mafter  fad,  and  his 
companions  in  confternation,  ftood  up,-and  ad- 
d^elling  himfelf  to  the  king  :  Perfons  of  wit  and 
difcretion,  faid  he,  never  abandon  themfelves  to 
defpair,  which  is  a  tree  that  bears  very  bad 
fruit;  but  patience,  on  the  contrary,  fupplies  us 
with  a  thoufand  inventions  to  rid  ourfelves  from 
the  intanglements  of  trouble  and  adverfity. 

The  king,  whom  this  difcourfe  had  rendered 
much  more  eafy  in  his  mind,  turning  to  Maimon, 
on  this,  faid.  But  how  fhall  we  do,  vizir,  to  bring 
ourfelves  o<T  with  honour  from  this  ignominious 
misfortune  ?  Maimon  befought  his  majefty,  on 
this,  to  allow  him  private  audience  ;  and,  after  he 
had  obtained  it,  he  fpoke  to  this  efFe^Sl. 

L  2  Sir, 
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Sir,  faid  he,  I  conjure  you,  by  the  dear,  hopes 
'  of  a  great  revenge,  to  hear  me  ouLAvith  patience. 
My  heart  is  as  much  diftracled,  O  my  facred 
^mailer,  fornjy  private,  if  it  be  poffible,  as  for 
the  public,  misfortune  :  my  wife  and  children 
have  been  maflacred  by  thefe  tyrants,  Imagine, 
then,  my  grief  to  fee  myfelf  dtprrved  for  ever  of 
thofe  fv/eets,  v/hich  I  'enjoyed  in  the  fociety 
of  my  family  :  and  hear  me  with  patience,,  and 
full  belief,  when  laflure  you  1  have  refolvcd  to  die, 
that  I  may  put  an  end  to  my  forrows  :  but  tpy 
death  fiiail  not  be  idie  ;  no,  I  will  find  means  to 
make  it  prove  fatal  to  my  royal  mafter's  ej>emics» 
O  Maimon,  faid  the  king,  confider,  we  never  de- 
fire  to  be  revenged  of  our  enemies  but  with  intent 
to  procure  to  ourfelves  repofe  or  fatisfa<Slipn  of 
mind  J  but,  when  you  are  dead,  what  fignifies 
it  to  you  whether  the  world,  be  at  war  or  in 
peace?  Sir,  replied  IVlaimon,  in  the  condition  I 
am  in,  life  being  infupportable  to  me,  I  facriiice 
it  with  delight  to  the  happinefs  of  my  compani- 
ons. All  the  favour  I  beg  of  your  majcfty  is> 
only  with  gratitude  and  compaffion  to  remember 
my  generofity  when  you  ihall  be  re-eftabliihcd  in 
your  dominions.  What  I  have  farther  to  afk  of 
you  is  this,  that  you  will  immediately  command 
my  ears  to  be  torn  from  my  head,  my  teeth  to 
be  pulled  out,  and  my  feet  to  be  cut  off;  and  then 
let  me  be  left  for  the  night  in  a  corner  of  the 
foreft  where  we  were  lodged  ;  then  retire  yc  ^, 
fir,  with  the  remainder  of  your  fubjccts,  and  re- • 
move  two  days  journey  hence,  and,  on  the 
third,  you  may  return  to  your  palace ;  for,  you  ftiall 
hear  no  more  of  your  enemies  j  and  may  you  for 

ever 
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ever  reap  the  bleflings  my  death  intends  }'ou. 
The  king,  though  with  great  grief,  caufed  Mai- 
mon's  deiires  to  be  executed,  and  left  him  in  the 
wood,  where  all  night  be  made  the  moU  doleful 
lamentations  that  ever  mifery  utiered. 

When  day  (hone  out,  the  kiri^  of  the  bears, 
who  had  all  night  long  heard  Maimon's  outcries, 
advanced  to  (ee  what  miferable  creature  had  made 
the  noife  j  and,  beholding  the  poor  monkey  intnat 
condition,  he  was  moved  with  trompaliion,  not- 
withftanding  his  mercilefe  humour,  and  afked  him 
who  he  was,  and  who  had  ufed  nim  after  that  bar- 
barous manner?  Maimon,  judgin  .  by  all  appear- 
ances thct  he  was  the  king  of  the  bears  that  fpoke 
to  him,  after  he  had  refpeflfuUy  falu:ed  him,  ex- 
preffed  himfelf  in  the  following  words  :  Sir,  faid 
he,  1  am  the  king  of  the  monkeys  'chief  miniiler ; 
I  went,  fome  days  ago,  huTitmg  with  him,  and  at 
our  return,  underftanciing  the  ravages  which  your 
majefty's  foldiers  had  committed'  in  our  houfes, 
he  took  me  afide,  and  afield  me  what  was  his  belt 
^ourfe  to  take  at  fuch  a  juncture  ?  I  anfwered 
him,  without  any  helltation,  that  we  ought  to  put 

ourfelves  under  your  protesSlion,    that  we  might 
live  at  ea!"e,  and  unmolefted.    The  king,  my  maf- 

ter,  then  talked  many  ridiculous  things  of  your  ma- 
jeftv,  which  was  the  reafon  that  I  took  the  bold- 

nefs  to  tell  him,  that  you  were  a  moP:  re  lownryl 

prince,  and,  bevond  all  coinDarifoni 

than  he  ;    -wh  i  ch  audacioufntfs  of  in   i .   i ,  i  ^  c  : . 

him   to  that  degree,    that  immediately  he  cori- 

manded  me  to  be  thus  mangled,  as  you  lee  me. 
Maimon  had  no  fooner  concluded  his  relation, 

but  he  let  fall  fuch  a  fhower  of  tears,   that  ta  ^ 
L  3  king 
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king  of  the  bears  was  mollified  alfo,    anJ  could 
not  forbear  weapin'g  himfelf.     When  this  was  a 
little  over,  he  afked  iMaimon,  where  the  monkeys 
were.     In  a  defart  called  Mardazmay,  anfwered 
he,  where  they  are  raifing  a  prodigious  army,  the 
whole  place,    for  a  thoufand  leagues  extent,  be- 
ing iiihabited   by  no   other  creatures   but  mon- 
Jceys  ;    and  there  is  no  queftion  to  me  made  but 
they  will  be  with  you  jn  a  very  fhort  time.     The 
king  of  the   bears,    not  a  little  terrified  at  the 
news,  afked  Maimon,  whom  he  thought  fuffici.- 
entlyexafperated  againfl:  the  monkey-government 
to  n-.ake  him  his  affured  friend,    what  courfe  he 
fhould  take  to  fecure  himfelf  from  theenterprifes 
of  the  monkeys.    Face  them  boldly,  replied  Mai- 
mon, your  majefly  need  not  fear  them  ;  were  not 
my  legs  broke,  I  would  undertake  with  one  fingle 
troop*  of  your  forces  to  deftroy  forty  thoufand  of 
them.     You  advife  me  well,  faid  the  king,  and, 
with   your  help,    I-doubt  not  but  1  fhall  deftroy 
them.     There  is  no  queftion  but  you   know  all 
the  avenues  to  the  ir  camp.     You  will  oblige  us 
for  ever,  would  you  but  conduit  us  thither  ;  and 
be  affured  we  will  revenge  the  barbarity  commit- 
ted upon  your  perfon.     That,  alas  I  is  impoiTibJe,. 
replied  Maimon,    becaufe  I  can  neither  go  nor 
jftand.     There  is  a  remedy  for  every  thing,    an- 
fwered the  king,  and  I  will  find  an  invention  to- 
carry  you ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  he  gave  orders 
to  his  army  to  be  in  readincfs  to  march,    and  to    - 
put  thcmfelves  into  a  condition  to  fight.     They 
all  readily  obeyed  the  orders,    and  tied  Maimon, 
who  was  to  be  their  guide,  upon  the  head  of  one 
of  the  biggcft  bears. 

Maimon 
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Maimon  now  gloried  in  hfe-mind  that  he  haat 
it  in  his  power  to  revenge  all  that  himfelf  andhis 
country  had  fufFered.  And,-  in  order  to  it,  con- 
ducted them  into  the  dcfkrt  orMardazmay,  where 
there  blew  a  poifonous  wind,  and  where  the  heat 
v/as  fo  vehement,  that  no  creature  could^ive  an 
hour  in  it.  Now,,  v.'hen  the  bears  vjere  enteied" 
inta  the  borders  of  this  dangerous  defart,  Mai- 
mon, to  engage  them  farther  into  it,  Come,  faid 
he,  Jet  us  make  hallie  and  furprife  theft  accurfed 
v/retches  before  day.  With  fuch  exhortaticris 
he  kept  ^m  on  the  march  all  night ;  but,  the 
next  day,  they  were  alloniihed  to  find  themfelvcs 
in  fo  difmal  a  place.  They  not  only  did  not  fee. 
fo  much  as  th^  likenefs  of  a  monkey,  but  they  per- 
ceived that  the  fun  had  fo  heated  the  air,  that  the 
very  birds  that  flew  over  the  deiart  fell  down,  as 
it  were,  roafted  to  death  ;  and  the  fand  was  fo 
burning  hot,  that  the  bears  feet  w^ere  all  burned 
to  the  bones.  The  king,  on  this,  cried  out  ta- 
Maimcn,  into  what  a  defart  hail  thou  brought 
us  ?  and  vvhat  fierce  whirlwinds  are  thefe  which* 
I  fee  coming  towards  us  ?  Oa  this  the  monkey, 
finding  they  were  all  too  far  advanced  for  the  leaft 
poifibility  of  getting  back,  and  therefore  fare  to 
periih,  fpoke  boldly ;  and,  in  anfwer  to  the  king 
of  the  bears,  Tyrant,  faid  he,  know  that  we  are 
in  the  defart  of  death  ;  the  whirlwind  that  ap- 
proaches us  is  death  itfelf,  which  comes  in  a  mo- 
ment to  punifli  thee  for  all  thy  cruelties.  And>. 
while  he  was  thus  fpeaking,  the  fiery  whirlwind 
came  and  fwept  them  all  away. 

Two  days  after  this,  the  king  of  the  monkeys 
returned  to  his  palace^  as  Maimoa  foretold  him  ; 

and. 
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ancT,  findfag  all  his  enemies  gone,    continued  a" 
Ibng  reign  in  peace  over  his  fubjeifis. 

Your  majefty,  purfued  the  vizir,  fees,  by  this 
example,  that  there  is  no  trufling  to  the  alluring 
\vords  of  an  enemy.  And,  permit  me  to  add> 
that  he  ought  to  perifli  that  feelcs  the  deftrudlioa 
of  others.  This  difcourfe,  cemtinued  fo  pofitive- 
}y,  put  the  icing  of  the  owls  in-  a  paffion, 
infomucb,  that  he  cried  to  the  chief  miniiler, 
"Why  all  this  ftir  to  hinder  this  poor  miferable 
creature  from  the  proof  of  my  clemency  ?  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  commanded  his  furgeons  to 
drefs  Carchenas,  and  to  take  particular  care  of 
him.  You  do  notconfider,  added  the  king,  that 
yourfelf  may  one  time  fall  into  as  great  afflic- 
tions as  have  now  befallen  him. 

Carchenas  was  now  drefled,  and  taken  care  of, 
hythe king's  ownfurgcon,  whofoon  recoveredhim 
from  his  wounds.  And,  wh-en  he  was  able  to  ftir 
about,  he  behaved  himfelf  fo  well,  that,  in  a  little 
time,  he  won  the  love  of  all  the  court.  The  king 
of  the  owls  confided  abfolutely  in  him,  and  began 
to  do  nothing  without  firft  confuli'ng  him.  One 
day,  Carchejias,  addrefling  himfelf  to  the  king  ; 
Sir,  faid  he,  the  king  of  the  ravens  has  abufed 
me  fo  unjuflly,  that  I  ftiall  never  die  fatisfied  un- 
lefs  I  have  firft  gratified  my  revenge.  I  have 
been  a  long  time  endeavouring  to  contrive  the 
means,  but  fiiKJ,  as  the  refult  of  all  my  ftudies 
about  it,  that  I  never  can  compafs  it  fafely  nor 
abfolutely,  fo  long  as  1  wear  the  fhape  of  a  ra- 
ven. I  have  heard,  I  remember,  perfons  of  learn- 
ing and  experience  fay,  that  he  who  has  been  ill 

ufed. 
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ufed  by  a  tyrant,  if  he  make  any  wilh  by  way 
of  revenge,  muft,  if  he  would  have  it  fucceed, 
throw  himfcif  into  the  fire ;  for  that,  while  he  con- 
tinues there,  all  his  wifhcs  will  be  beard.  For 
this  reafon  I  befeech  }'our  majefty  that  I  may  be 
thrown  into  the-fire,  to  the  end  that,  in  the  middle 
of  the  fiauies,  I  may  beg  of  heaven  to  change  me 
into  an  owl :  perhaps  heaven  will  hear  my  pray- 
er, and  then,  I  doubt  not,  but  I  fhall  be  able  to 
revenge  myfelf  upon  the  enemy. 

The  chief  niiniftcr,  that  had  a'wap  fpolcen 
agrunll  Carchena?,  was  then  in  the  alTembly,  and, 
hearing  thio  inflnuating  fpeech,  O  traitor,  cried 
he,  whither  tends  all  this  fuperfluous  laiiguage  ? 
Now,  do  I  full  well  know  thaMhou  art  weaving 
mifchief,  though  I  carmot  divine  of  what  kind  it 
will  be  J  but  the  event,  I  know,  will  fliew  it^ 
Sir,  added  he,  turning  to  the  king,  carefs  this 
wicked  fellow  as  long  as  you  pleafe,  be  will  never 
change  his  nature.  Does  not  your  majefty  re- 
member that  the  moufe  was  once  metamorphofed 
into  a  maid  ;  and  yet  {he  could  not  forbear  wifb- 
ing  to  have  a  rat  for  her  hufband.  You  love 
fables  dearly,  vizir,  fsid  the  king  to  him,  and  I 
will  indulge  you  ia  your  pie  lui "~  and  hear  this 
willingly ;  but  I  will  not  p/jniTe  you  to  be  a  pin 
the  better  for  it^ 


FAl 
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FABLE      XI. 

^he  M  o  u  s  E  that  iviis   changed  into   a- 

LITTLE    Gl  R  L. 

APerfon  of  quality,  continued  the  vizir,  once,., 
walking  by  the  fide  of  a  fountain,  faw  a" 
very  beautiful  little  moufe  fall  at  his  feet  froiU 
the  bill  of  a  raven,  "  who  held  it  a  little  too 
carekfsly.  The  gentleman,  out  of  pity,  and 
pleafed  with  its  beauty,  took  it  up,  and  carried 
it  home ;  but,  fearjng  it  Ihould  caufe  diforder 
in  the  family,  as  the  women  are  generally  not 
very  fond  of  thefe  animals,  he  prayed  to  heaven 
to  change  it  into  a  maid.  The  prayer  came  from 
the  mouth  of  a  perfon  of  fo  much  piety  and  good- 
«efs,  that  it  was  heard;  and  what  he  requeftciP 
was  prefently  done ;  fo  that,  inflead  of  a  moufe, 
on  a  fudden  he  faw  before  him  a  very,  pretty  little 
girl,  whom  he  afterwards  bred  up.  Some  years 
after,  the  good  man  feeing  his  fofter-child  big 
enough  to  be  married,  Choofe  out,  faid  he  to  her, 
in  the  whole  extent  of  this  country,  the  creature 
that  pleafes  thee  beft,  and  I  will  make  him  thy 
hufband  ;  for  I  can  give  thee  a  fortune  which- 
will  make  any  body  glaj  to  offer  his  fervice  to 
thee .  I  f  I  may  choqCi,  f»  r,  for  m  y fel  f,  i  n  fo  i  m  por- 
tant  an  affair^  replied  the  maid,  let  me  acknow- 
ledge to  you  that  I  am  very  ambitious.  I  would,, 
continued  flie,  have  a  hufband  fo  ftrong,  that  he 
ihould  never  be  vanquilhed.  That  muft  needs  be 
the  fun,  replied  the  old  gentleman  j  it  is  a  ftrange 

dcfire, 


vicfire,  child  ;  but,  however,  thou  (halt  not  want 
my  beft  oi&ces  in  it:  and,  therefore,  the  next 
morning,  laid  he  to  the  fun,  nvy  daughter  de- 
fires  an  invincible  hufband,  will  you  marry  her  ? 

-AIa»!  anfwered  the  fun,  call  not  me  invincible, 
yonder  cloud  enfeebles  my  beams ;  addrefs  your- 
felf  to  that.  The  good  man,  on  this,  turned  and 
made  his  compliment  to  the  cloud.  Alas  !  (kid 
the  cloud,  the  w^ind  drives  me  as  it  pleafes. ,  The 
old  gentleman,  nothing  difcouraged,  defired  the 
wind  to  marry  his  daughter.  But  the  wind, 
laying  before  him  that  his  ftrength  was  flopped 
by  fuch  a  niountain,  he  addrefled  himfelf  to  the 
mountain.  O  fir,  faid  the  mountain,  the  rat 
h  ftronger  than  I,  for  he  pierces  me  in  every  fide, 
and  eats  into  my  very  bowels ;  whereupon  the  old 
gentleman,  in  great  forrow  of  heart,  wejit  at 
length  to  the  rat,  who  liked  very  well  the  propo- 
fal,  and  immediately  confen ted  to  marry  hisdaugh- 
.ter,  faying,  v/ithal,  that  he  had  been  a  long  time 
fceking.  out  for  a  wife.  The  old  gentleman,  on 
this,  returning  home,  afked  his  daughter  whether 
fhe   would  be  contented  to  marry  a  rat  ?    Now 

-  he  expelled  that  fhe  would  have  abhorred  the 
thoughts  of  fuch  a  marriage  ;  but  was  amazed 
to  fee  her  out  of  patience  to  be  united  to  this  pre- 
cious hufband.  Thereupon,  the  old  man,  with 
great  forrow,  cried  out.  Nothing,  I  had,  can  al- 
ter nature.  In  fine  he  went  to  his  prayers  again, 
and  defired  of  heaven,  that  it  would  again 
turn  his.  daughter  into  a  moufe,  as  fhe  was  be- 
fore j  which  it  accordingly  did,  and  put  an  end 
to  his  care. 

The 
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The  king  of  the  owls  heard  this,  ^nd  whatever 
-e]{e  the  vizir  had  to  fay,  with  great  patience  j 
but,  attributing  all  the  remonftrances  to  his  jea- 
louiy  of  the  raven,  took  little  notice  of  them. 
In  the  mean  time,  Carchenas,  who  was  all  this 
time  a  courtier,  and  the  principal  favourite  of  the 
king,  had  an  opportunity  to  obferve  all  the  co- 
mings and  goings-out  of  the  owls,  and  whatever 
clfe  it  might  be  of  fervice  to  his  country  to  know : 
and,  when  he  had  perfectly  informed  himfelf  of 
every  thing,  he  fairly  left  them,  and  returned  to 
the  ravens.  On  his  arrival  in  the  raven  camp, 
he  gave  the  king,  his  mafler,  an  account  of  every 
thing  that  had  pafied,  and  faid.  Now,  fir,  is  the 
time  for  us  to  be  revenged  of  our  enemies ;  and 
what  1  have  fcen  among  them  teaches  me  how  it 
may  be  eiFedted.  In  a  certain  mountain,  that  I 
know  of,  and  can  in  a  day's/march  lead  you  to, 
there  is  a  cave  where  all  the  nation  of  the  owls 
meet  every  day.  Now,  as  this  mountain  is  en- 
vironed with  wood,  your  majefty  needs  no  more 
but  to  command  your  army  to  carry  a  great  quan- 
tity of  that  wood  to  the  mouth  of  the  cave.  I  will 
be  ready  at  hand  to  kindle  the  wood,  and  then 
let  all  the  ra.ens  flutter  rotmd  aboutito  blow  the 
fire  into  a  flame:  by  tliis  means  fuch  owls  as 
(hall  adventure  out  will  be  burneH  in  the  flames, 
and  fuch  as  ftay  within  fhall  be  (mothered ;  and 
fo  fhall  your  majefty  be  delivered  at  once  from 
ail  your  enemies. 

The  king  highly  approved  the  raven's  coun- 
fel,  adored  his  courage  and  addrcfs  in  his  ad- 
venturous cnterprize,  by  which  he  had  learned 
this  i  and,  ordering  bis  whole  army  to  fet  for- 
ward 
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war<i,  they  did  as  Carchenas  had  contrived,  and^ 
By  tfiat  means,  deftroyed  at  one  inflant  all  the 
owlf  of  die  neighbouring  nation. 

By  this  example  we  may  fee,  that  Ibnjetime j 
fubmifEon  to  an  enemy  is  requifite  for  the  elu- 
ding of  their  wicked  defigns :  of  which  the  fable - 
that  follows  is  yet  a  farther  proof. 


FABLE    XII. 
fhf  Serpent  Tind  the  Frog$# 


A  Certain  ferpent  once  became  old  and  feeble:- 
and  no  longer  able  to  hunt. abroad  loj  his*- 
food.     In  this  unfortunate  condition,,  long  he 
bewailed  in  folrtude  the  infirmities  of  ag* ,    and 
wifhed  in  vain   for  the  ftrength  of  his  youthful', 
years.     Hunger,  at  length,  however,  taught  him,, 
inilead  of  his  lamentationr,    a  ftraia:;em  to  get? 
his  livelihood.     He  went  flow'y  on  to  the  brink 
of  a  ditch,    in  the  which  there  lived  «.n  iii/iaite 
number  of  frogs,  that  had  juft  then  eie-ied^  king . 
to  rule  over  them.     Arrive^!  at  this  (icine  of  de- 
light, the  wilv  ferpent  <eemed  to  be  very  fid,  and' 
extremely  t-cki   upon  «hich  a  frog  popped  up  his 
head,  and^tked  hjm  what  he  ailed  ?    I  am  ready 
to  ftarve,  anfwered  the  ferpent ;  formerly  I  lived . 
upon  the  creatures  of  your  fpecies  which  I  was 
able  to  take,    but  n->w  I  am  fo  unforcuna.e,  thafc; 
I  cannot  catch  any  thin^  to  fubilft  on.     The  :rr>g^ . 
M-  oa. 
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©n  this  account,  went  and  informed  the  fciiig 
of  the  ferpent'ij  condition,  and  his  anfwer  to  the 
queflion  he  afked  him.  Upon  which  report, 
the  king  went  himfelf  to  the  place  to  look  upon 
theferpentj  who  feeing  him,  Sir,  faid  he,  one 
day,  as  I  was  going  to  fnap  a  frog  by  the  foot, 
he  got  from  me,  and  fled  before  me  to  a  cer- 
tain dervife's  apartment,  and  there  entered  irt- 
to  a  dark  chamber,  in  which  ihere  lay  a  little 
infant  afleep.  At  the  fame  time  1  alfo  entered,  m 
purfuit  of  my  game,  and,  feeling  the  child's  footj 
which  I  took  for  the  frog,  I  bit  it  in  fuch  a  veno- 
mous manner,  that  the  infant  immediately  died, 
The  dervife,  on  this,  provoked  by  my  boldnefs, 
.  purfued  me  with  all  his  might ;  but,  not  being 
able  to  overtake  me,  he  fell  upon  his  knees,  and 
begged  of  heaven,  for  the  puni-fhment  of  my 
cringe,  that  I  might  never  be  able  to  catch  frogs 
more,  that  I  might  perilh  with  hunger,  unlefs 
riieir  king  gave  me  one  or  two  in  charity ;  and, 
laftly,  he  added  to  his  wifhes,  that  I  might  be 
their  flave  and  obey  them.  Thefe  prayers  of  the 
dervife,  continued  the  ferpent,  were  heard,  and 
I  am  now  come,  fince  it  is  the  will  of  heaven, 
to  fubmit  myfelf  to  your  laws,  and  obey  your  or- 
ders as  long  as  1  live. 

The  king  of  the  frogs  received  his  fubmiffive 
enemy,  with  an  acceptance  of  his  fervices ;  but,  at 
the  fame  time,  it  was  with  great  difdainand  fwel- 
ling  pride,  that  he  told  him,  with  a  haughty  taunt, 
that  he  would  not  difobey  the  heavens,  but  would 
make  ufe  of  his  fervice :  and,  accordingly,  the 
ferpent  got  into  employment,  and,/forfome  days,. 
carried  the  king  upon  his  back  ;    but,  at  length. 


■kl 
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Moft  potent  monarch,  faid  he,  if  you  interrd 
that  1  ihould  ferve  you  long,  you  muft  feed  me, 
elfe  I  Ihall  ftarve.  to  death.  -^  Thou  fayeft  very 
true,  boneft  fer^nt,  repliil^  the  king  of  the 
frogs,  henceforward  I  allovi^  thee  to  fwallow  two 
of  my  fubjecls  a  day  for  thy  fubfiftence.  And 
this  was  all  he  had  to  wifh  for.  Thus  the  fer- 
pent,  by  fubmitting  to  his  enemy,  fqcured  to 
himfelf,  at  his  coft,  a  comfortable  fubfiftence 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

To  conclude,  moft  facred  fir,  (aid  Pilpay, 
your  majefty  fees,  by  thefe  examples,  th^t  pa- 
tience is  a  noble  virtue,  and  that  it  greatly  con- 
duces to  bring  about  vaft  defigns.  The  wife 
men  of  old,  fir,  had  fufficient  reafbn  to  fay,  that 
prudence  goes  beyond  ftrength  :  and  your  ma- 
jefty may  fee,  by  what  I  have  related,  that  a  man^ 
by  his  wit,  may  often  redeem  himfelf  out  of  dan- 
ger. But  your  majefty  is  alfo  to  remember,  that 
thefe  examples  often  inrbrm  us,  that  we  are  ne- 
ver to  truft  an  enemy,  whatever  proteftations  dP 
friendihip  he  makes  ;  for,  in  fpite  of  all  the  fair 
fpeeches  in  the  world,  we  ought  to  know  that 
a  raven  will  be  a  raven  ftill.  True  friends  only 
are,  therefore,  to  be  relied  upon  ;  and  the  con- 
verfation  and  familiarity  of  fuch  alone  can  be 
truly  beneficial  to  us. 


THE     END. 


BINDING  f^^CT,  noTt  6 


/ 

1 

Dniversity  of  Toronto 
Library 

DO  NOT             /f 

REMOVE         / 

THE               // 

CARD 

FROM             ^ 

THIS                \ 

POCKET              X 

\ 

Acme  Library  Card  Pocket 
LOWE-MARTIN  CO.  UMTTED 

•:l;!piii'i.ifip;. 


